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Prince of Pork’s 
generous legacy

Police take down 
family meth lab

December’s 
smorgasbord

Paper and bows 
bringing cheer

Oranges make 
for festive decor

TIGERS FALL 
TO OLNEY 
65-33 FRIDAY

Latest news, 
online extras

Congressman Kenneth 
J. Gray took advantage 
of pork barrel politics to 
create a lively economy in 
southern Illinois.
HISTORY, 3B

A father and son accused 
of manufacturing meth on 
Clinton Road have been 
taken into custody. 
NEWS, 3A

Christmas weight gain is 
a perennial problem — 
fortunately there are easy 
ways to dodge the bloat 
and still enjoy the season. 
HEALTH, 7B

Christmas for Kids 
volunteers host a wrap 
party to package up toys 
and clothes for children 
in need. 
GRACE, 5B

Oranges have long been 
used as a fruity winter 
staple as well as a potent 
potpourri for the holidays. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

The Paris Tigers fell to 
Little Illini Conference foe 
Olney 65-33 Friday at PHS.
The Tigers hit the road 
next week for two away 
games. SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Drawing by DARRIEN, WENZ

Swooping in for the win  
Lady Eagles win state championship title in 50th consecutive win; cap perfect season

GIVING GIFTS IN THANKS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Family Heritage Church did a Night of Honor Tuesday, Dec. 11, to say thank you to local first responders. Gifts of 
appreciation were distributed to firefighters, EMTs, police officers and the Edgar County Sheriff’s Department.

First responders honored

BY JEREMY PATTERSON
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com

HAVANA — The Par-
is-Crestwood eighth grade 
girls basketball team beat 
Mendon Unity 36-31 Thurs-

day night to secure the IESA 
Class 8-2A state champion-
ship title. The victory marked 
the 50th consecutive win for 
the Lady Eagles, dating back 
to the end of the 2016 sea-

son. They finished the 2018 
season with a perfect record 
of 25-0. 

“There are so many emo-
tions running through my 
head right now,” Crestwood 

head coach Missy Tingley 
said “This is such a special 
group of girls and they have 
played together for so long, 
to win this game is amazing.” 

Despite entering the game 

undefeated on the season, 
Crestwood looked slow out 
of the gate. Trinity Tingley 
was the first to score for the 
Lady Eagles, making a deep 

Kit Kirby/For The Prairie Press

Crestwood’s eighth grade girls basketball team celebrates their state championship Thursday at Havana High School. First row, from left, are Gracie Adams, 
Grace Sullivan, Deming Hawkins, Trinity Tingley, Kendra Young, Kaitlyn Coombes and Jacoba Harcar. Second row, from left, are Kailey Young, assistant coach 
Matt Young, Taylor Clark, Gracie Watson, Vivian Moore, Mazie Hawkins, Cate Kirby, Aubree Leader, Gracie Dyer, Coach Missy Tingley and assistant coach Dave 
Tingley.

See EAGLES, Page 10A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

They serve at all hours, in all 
weather, risking life and witnessing 
things that are both unbearable and 
unforgettable.

Too often the work of first re-
sponders goes without notice or 
appreciation, but not Tuesday, Dec. 
11, when Family Heritage Church 
in Paris did a special Night of Honor 
service to thank those who serve to 
keep the community safe. Represen-
tatives from the Paris Police Depart-
ment, Paris Fire Department, the 
Edgar County Sheriff ’s Department 
and the Edgar County Special Ser-
vice Area Ambulance attended the 
service. 

“I know the anguish of being mar-
ried to a police officer,” said Terri 
Crain, whose late husband Don Gale 
served on the Paris Police Depart-
ment.

Crain was one of three people 
from the church addressing the au-
dience.

She said the public cannot begin 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Police Chief Mike Henness addresses those who attended the Night of 
Honor Tuesday, Dec. 11, at Family Heritage Church. This is the second year 
the church has done a special service thanking the first responders that 
serve Paris.See HONOR, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepres.net

After a lengthy delay to con-
firm federal funds may be spent 
for the Edgar County Airport, 
a couple of stalled projects are 
ready to move forward.

Barry Stolz with Hanson Pro-
fessional Services briefed Edgar 
County Board members about 
progress during the study session 
Monday, Dec. 10. Hanson is the 
engineering firm that handles 
airport matters for the county.

He confirmed the first of the 
two projects was bid in Novem-
ber and Feutz Contracting of 
Paris beat out three other com-
panies for the work.

“This is all run through IDOT 
(Illinois Department of Trans-
portation) Aeronautics,” said 
Stolz.

Edgar County is not billed by 
nor directly pays Fuetz. Stolz 
explained before construction 
begins IDOT will ask the coun-
ty to submit $80,000 for the lo-
cal share so all of the money to 
pay for the project is in IDOT’s 
hands for disbursing. 

“Your local share is paid up-
front,” said Stolz, noting IDOT 
already has approximately $1.1 
million in federal money sitting 
in an account waiting for use on 
this project. The cost share works 
out as 90 percent federal funds, 
with the state and local sources 
splitting the remainder. Edgar 
County Treasurer Don Wiseman 
was authorized at the Wednes-
day, Dec. 12, county board meet-
ing to establish a $95,000 line of 
credit to cover the county’s share 
of this and another airport proj-
ect that is yet to be bid.

“That is a max figure. Hopeful-
ly, it will be less than that,” said 
board chairman Jeff Voigt. 

The debt, Voigt said, will be 
paid back over a period of time 

Airport 
project 
taking off

See AIRPORT, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Paris city residents got an 
early Christmas present at 
the Monday, Dec. 10, city 
council meeting. 

Council members voted 
to abate more than $770,000 

in taxes the city could other-
wise collect to meet the debt 
service on a series of general 
obligation bonds that funded 
work for water and sewer im-
provements. 

Mayor Craig Smith said 
abating the taxes is a sign of 

how efficiently city depart-
ments operate. 

In another matter, the 
council approved a new levy 
request that is approximately 
3.9 percent more than the 
previous levy. 

“We try to keep the rates 

where they have been in the 
past,” said Smith.

He explained the chal-
lenging task of creating a city 
budget is making sure all ob-
ligations are covered.

“Most people don’t realize 
Illinois municipalities are 

responsible for fully paying 
into the pension funds for 
firefighters and police of-
ficers,” Smith said. “About 
one-third of our budget is for 
pensions.”

He added Paris is the rare 

Paris gives taxpayers a $700,000 break

See PARIS, Page 8A



TODAY

ST. MARY’S COOKIE SALE
The Altar Society of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church annual cookie 
sale is 1-3 p.m. today, Dec. 15, in 
the parish hall at 528 N. Main. A 
wide variety of yummy home-
made cookies are available for 
the holidays. Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
Claus will be present to visit 
with children and parents are 
welcome to bring cameras and 
take pictures. An area is set up 
where kids may color and have a 
light snack while adults shop the 
selection. A baker’s dozen of 13 
cookies is $6.    

DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE
The Terre Haute Children’s 
Museum and the Wabash Valley 
Girls Softball League are hosting 
a daddy-daughter dance 6-9 p.m. 
Dec. 15 at the museum. More 
information is available by calling 
the museum at 812-235-5548.

ELF TRAINING
Children have the opportunity 
to train as first class elves by 
visiting the Terre Children’s 
Museum. The training activity 
schedule 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 15; 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 22; 11 a.m. 
Dec. 26; and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 
29. Completing all training tasks 
earns the child an elf badge. More 
information about the program is 
available by calling the museum 
at 812-235-5548.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
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SOIL NUTRIENT LOSS JAN. 31 
The Illinois Extension is hosting a program Jan. 31, 2019, 
regarding soil nutrient loss and how to use farmdoc.illinois.edu. 
Watershed Outreach Associate Jennifer Woodyard discusses the 
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy and the Embarras and Little 
Wabash watersheds. Jesse Soule, Commercial Agriculture Exten-
sion Educator, talks about best practices for reducing nutrient 
loss. Ag and Natural Resources Program Coordinator, Kim Trine, 
shows how to use farmdoc.illinois.edu. for farm decision-making. 
The free program is available 8:30-10:30 a.m. at the Edgar Coun-
ty Extension, 210 W. Washington Street, Paris; 12:30-2:30 p.m. at 
the Clark County Extension, 15493 N. State Hwy. 1, Marshall; and 
4-6 p.m. at the Crawford County Extension, 216 S. Cross Street. 
Snacks will be provided at each location. Register online at 
go.illinois.edu/talkingtour or by calling 217-826-5422 to choose 
the time and location that’s best.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

33   19
Prec: 0%

35   20
Prec: 0%

37   21
Prec: 0%

39   26
Prec: 0%

42   32
Prec: 20%

43   34
Prec: 40%

46   36
Prec: 40%

TODAY — Partly sunny and cold with highs 
near the freezing mark.

SUNDAY — A warming trend slowly begins 
with highs in the mid 30s under mostly 
sunny skies.

MONDAY — Another day of sunshine, but 
still below average with highs in the upper 
30s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:04 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 12:27 p.m. --

SUNDAY 7:05 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 12:55 p.m. 12:18 a.m.

MONDAY 7:06 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 1:23 p.m. 1:18 a.m.

TUESDAY 7:06 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 1:54 p.m. 2:20 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:07 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 2:28 p.m. 3:25 a.m.

THURSDAY 7:07 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 3:07 p.m. 4:32 a.m.

FRIDAY 7:08 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 3:53 p.m. 5:41 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40°/25°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68° in 1946
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -2° in 1909

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.76”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.80”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.01”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.12”

NORMAL:    High: 40   Low: 25    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor/Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Nancy Zeman and 

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

GET TICKETS NOW AT WWW.PCOFA.NET 
Also Available at Prospect Bank Lobby And at The Door, Day of Event, (if Available) 

 
 14040 N. 1200th Road. Paris, Illinois 61944

Once More

MUTTS GONE NUTS 
May 4, 2019

CARPENTERS ONCE MORE 
April 27, 2019

FABULOUS 40'S BIG BAND 
March 9, 2019

ROSE HULMAN JAZZ BAND 
March 30, 2019

PLUS, Swing Dance Class one hour 
before showtime!!

TWO SHOWS!!

Gift certificates 
available!

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclu-
sive of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.  Edgar County 
Fairgrounds. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 

more information.

WEDNESDAY

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the Weight Watchers system is 
available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a 
meeting.

BOOK CHAT
The Marshall Public Library’s next 
book chat is 10:30 a.m. Dec. 19 fea-
turing “Christmas at the Comfort 
Food Cafe” by Debbie Johnson. 
While discussing the book, patrons 
may enjoy a flavored coffee and 
light snack. Multiple copies of the 
book are available for checkout and 
the possibility to participate for 
those who cannot attend exists via 
the library’s Facebook page. More 
information by calling 217-826-
2535 or at marshallpubliclibrary@
gmail.com.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is ham, mashed potatoes 
or sweet potatoes, lima beans or 
breaded tomatoes and a white or 
wheat roll. The cost is $5. Drinks 
are 50 cents and dessert is $1.

UPCOMING

FOOD PANTRY CLOSES
The Compassionate Food Min-
istry’s Food Pantry will not do a 
distribution Dec. 26 so volunteers 
may spend holiday time with 
their families.
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PLEASANT MEADOWS SENIOR LIVING
JOB FAIR – We Hire ON THE SPOT!
POSITIONS:  Registered Nurses (RN) 
                           Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN)
                           Third Shift CNA’s 

DATES:  Wednesday, December 19, 2018 – 
Thursday, December 20, 2018

TIME:  8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
WHERE:  Pleasant Meadows Senior Living – 

Main Office
400 West Washington Ave.

Chrisman, IL  61924
WE OFFER:  Competitive Wages, Pay on Demand, 

Health, Dental, Life, 401(k), Paid Time Off, Cash 
Comp Opportunity, Weekend Higher Wage Program, 

Flexible Scheduling, and other great Benefits.
We look forward to welcoming dedicated profes-

sionals a rewarding career to care for our residents 
with respect and dignity in a family atmosphere. 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

BECOME A MASTER GARDENER AND 
GIVE BACK TO YOUR COMMUNITY
Classes starting in January for  

Clark, Crawford & Edgar Counties 
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A joint effort by the Edgar 
County Sheriff’s Department 
and the Paris Police Depart-
ment disrupted a father-son 
team accused of making meth-
amphetamine.

Officers with both depart-
ments executed a search war-
rant on the property at 912 
Clinton Road at 3:37 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11. Concern 
a child was present led officers 
to opt for a soft entry.

“We didn’t bust the door 
down with guns drawn,” said 
Deputy Dee Burgin. “We did 
that to try and not scare the 
kids.”

As it turned out, only one 
child lived at the residence, 
but the child was not present 
at the time of the raid and has 
since been placed in protective 
custody with the Illinois De-
partment of Child & Family 
Services. 

Officers knocked on the 
door and advised James E. 
Campbell, 58, and James R. 
Campbell, 28, they had a search 
warrant and Burgin described 
the two men as cooperative 
with the authorities. The father 
and son were arrested after the 
search revealed evidence of sev-
eral used methamphetamine 
labs and a large amount of 
methamphetamine trash.  

Both men were in custody 
for a Dec. 13 court appear-
ance where they were formally 
charged. The younger Camp-

Meth lab raided on Clinton Road
bell is facing a Class X felony 
manufacturing of between 15 
and 100 grams of metham-

phetamine, a 
Class 2 felo-
ny unlawful 
disposal of 
methamphet-
amine man-
u f a c t u r i n g 
waste and a 
Class 2 felony 

methamphetamine child relat-
ed endangerment. His bond 
was set at $30,000.

The senior Campbell was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
use of property to manufacture 
methamphetamine, a Class 2 
felony procurement of meth-
amphetamine manufacturing 
material and a Class 2 felony 
procurement of a metham-
phetamine precursor. His 
bond was set at $10,000 with a 
special condition any visitation 
with the removed child must 
be supervised.

This is the first time James 
E. Campbell has been arrested 
for a felony, but his son is well 
known to law enforcement. He 
is currently serving probation 
for a 2012 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion and has unresolved felony 
meth charges from 2017 and 
2018. 

If convicted on the Class X 
charge, the younger Campbell 
is looking at a mandatory pris-
on sentence of between six to 
30 years. 

“We’ve been watching 

them for several months,” said 
Burgin.

He added investigators 
noticed the 
Campbel ls ’ 
quantity and 
f r e q u e n c y 
of pseudo-
e p h e d r i n e 
p u r c h a s e s 
were increas-
ing and neigh-

bors were complaining to law 
enforcement about activity at 
the residence. 

“The key element in this 
investigation was the Illinois 
State Police Zone 5 Investiga-
tions sending people to help,” 
Burgin said, noting the extra 
manpower is important for 
small departments like the 
sheriff’s department and the 
city police.

The deputy said the used 
labs found in the Campbell 
residence indicated meth be-
ing made for personal use and 
not for sale. He explained that 
shows how the laws controlling 
access to pseudoephedrine 
have changed the local meth 
scene.

Law enforcement is no lon-
ger finding big lab operations 
because it is so hard to get 
enough of the key ingredient 
for large production. Meth 
is still being used but it is the 
crystal ice that is manufactured 
by the Mexican cartels and 
transported to various loca-
tions.

“Crystal ice is the drug of 

choice. It’s cheap,” said Burgin.
It is also easier to access than 
trying to make meth at home.

Restricted sales on pseudo-
ephedrine means any amounts 
made are generally small, per-
haps in the neighborhood of a 
gram and Burgin said a heavy 
user can easily consume more 
than a gram daily.

The deputy credited the 
close working relationship 
with the Paris Police De-
partment and the sheriff for 
bringing the investigation to a 
successful conclusion. He said 
the two departments share in-
formation and manpower for 
conducting investigations. 

He also credited public tips 
with helping officers. 

“A lot of these tips, people 
think we don’t investigate, but 
we do,” said Burgin. “We just 
can’t go kick in doors and make 
arrests because people have a 
suspicion. We have to build ev-
idence to obtain a warrant.”

Things people can watch 
for are unusual purchases of 
ice packs, lithium batteries, 
liquid drain cleaner, lighter flu-
id, Coleman fuel, lye and cold 
medicine containing pseudo-
ephedrine. The pseudoephed-
rine, however, is key since meth 
cannot be made without it.

Burgin said anybody with 
concerns about suspicious ac-
tivity or possible criminal be-
havior are welcome to call the 
sheriff’s office, 465-4166, or 
the Paris Police Department, 
465-6351.

CAMPBELL, J.E. CAMPBELL, J.R.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – Leaks in the 
water distribution system for 
the Village of Brocton are a 
headache for the trustees.

The water report during 
the Wednesday, Dec. 12, vil-
lage meeting indicated an 
89,000-gallon discrepancy 
between what was pumped 
from the water treatment plant 
and what was recorded as used 
after consumer water meters 
were read. The trustees indi-
cated they have an idea where 
a couple of leaks are located.

“I know there will always 
be some loss, but what is an 
acceptable amount of loss?” 
asked trustee Christie Cox. 

Village mayor Dennis Cary 
was unable to answer what is 
acceptable but acknowledged 
89,000 gallons is too much. 
He also noted that is still bet-

Brocton losing water to leaky pipes
ter than earlier this year when 
a large undetected leak allowed 
approximately 1 million gal-
lons of water to escape through 
a storm drain. That leak has 
since been fixed.

In addition to leaks in the 
buried pipes, the village water 
tower is leaking after a small 
crack occurred in the metal. 

Cary said a temporary patch 
created by welding a metal 
plate over the crack has slowed, 
but not stopped water loss 
from the tower.

He added a more efficient 
repair can be made with the 
return of warm weather. At 
that time, the plan is to drain 
the tower down past the crack 
to eliminate pressure against 
the failed area while the spot 
is welded closed. A new epoxy 
finish to the inside of the tank 
will be applied, if needed, to 
the damaged area.

The trustees approved a new 
levy request prepared by the 
village attorney. The request 
was described as similar to the 

previous levy.
Also passed was an ordi-

nance making the village board 
responsible for the community 
center, including renting the 
facility for events. The village 
meetings are held in the com-
munity center.

It was explained the former 
advisory board members that 
oversaw the maintenance and 
use of the building resigned 
and dissolved the advisory 
board. That left the property 
without management.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris Union 95 school 
board unanimously approved 
rehiring the district’s admin-
istrative team during a short 
10-minute meeting Monday, 
Dec. 10, at the district’s ad-
ministrative center.

Superintendent of Schools 
Jeremy Larson recommended 
Memorial School principal 
Gary Doughan, Wenz School 
principal Megan Carroll and 
Mayo Middle School princi-
pal Kyle Shay be rehired for 
the 2019-2020. The contracts 
are for one year with compen-
sation to be determined next 
spring, Larson said.

Larson also briefly dis-
cussed the state’s new law 
regarding what constitutes 
a school day. Previously, 
the state required five clock 
hours to constitute an atten-
dance day, Larson said. “This 
is something we are going to 
study in the future,” he said, 
noting high school inter-
im co-principal Carol Jones 
and Carroll attended an area 
meeting with a representative 
from the Illinois State Board 
of Education discussing the 
law. 

In other business, the board:
nAccepted the resignations 

of secretary Judy Sutton and 
Mayo math teacher John Bult-
house.
nAwarded the district’s 

workman’s compensation in-
surance bid to Dimond Bros. 
at a cost savings of $15,000 
annually.
nHeard Mayo has received 

a grant from NAL to purchase 
STEM robots for science class-
es. The robots have arrived, 
Larson said.
nHeard a grandparents 

field trip is planned.

School 
rehires staff
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So much charm and character in this move-in ready home with many recent updates. 
3 bedrooms, 2 bath home with a beautifully remodeled kitchen, white cabinets, gray 
accents and new stainless appliances that will stay. Large living room, separate dining 
room, wood burning fireplace, bedroom and mud room area all located on the main 
floor.  2 additional bedrooms and recently updated bath upstairs. Spacious front porch 
and private deck at back. This home is a must see!!!!! Call today to schedule your 
private showing!

Charming Victorian Home that has been completely remodeled. Spacious 
kitchen with white cabinets, large island, wine refrigerator and stainless steel 
appliances. One bedroom/bathroom on the main level and 3 more bedrooms 
upstairs with another bathroom. Home has hardwood floors, tall ceilings 
and  decorative fireplaces. So much charm!! Recent updates include: Roof,  
siding, floors, bathrooms, electrical, heating /cooling, windows and much more. 
Make this home yours today... Call and schedule your showing!!!

305 E. Crawford – $119,500

438 Prairie – $120,000

Keys Realty
& appraisals

510 S. Main St. , Paris, IL 61944
217.466.6800    •

Vicky Keys
Managing Broker

(217) 712-0385 

Lindsey Keys
Broker

(217) 251-4357

Brenda Martin
Broker

(217) 822-5636

www.keys4u.net

Let us put our Real Estate Knowledge to work for You!

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Happy 55th Anniversary!
This young couple was married 
December 14, 1963.  55 years later, 
they are still going strong and are two 
of the most wonderful human beings
on the planet.  Not to mention great 
parents, grandparents, siblings and 
friends to many. Thanks so much for 
being who you are. Please wish Mack 
& Elaine Wilcoxon a 

Happy 55th 
Anniversary!

We love you,
Brad, Brenda 

& Kyle

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A local man, who is no 
stranger to police or the court 
system, will be serving time in 
prison for felony drug charges.

Aaron W. Umberger, 31, 
Paris, appeared in custody 
Dec. 6 and pleaded guilty to 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine. He was 
sentenced to two years in the 
Illinois Department of Cor-
rections with credit for 33 days 
previously served, one year of 
mandatory supervised release, 
a $500 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. He must also 
forfeit all items seized at the 
time of his arrest. He was or-
dered to report to the jail at 5 
p.m. Dec. 13 for transportation 
to IDOC. He was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing. 

His first felony charge dates 
back to 2005 when he was con-
victed of a Class 4 felony illegal 
possession of burglary tools. 
Umberger’s other felony con-
victions include two counts of 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine along with 
numerous misdemeanor con-
victions. 

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the felony 
and traffic court calls on Dec. 3, 

6, and 10 included:

IN CUSTODY
nKyle N. Carter Alvis, 25, 

Charleston, appeared in cus-
tody. Alvis was presented with 
and admitted a petition to re-
voke his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery con-
viction. He was resentenced to 
60 days in jail with credit for 
seven days previously served 
with the remaining 53 days 
subject to a motion to vacate, 
one year of conditional dis-
charge and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations. 
He was also ordered to obtain 
counseling per an evaluation. 
Alvis was remanded to custody 
pending release processing. 
nJoseph Bass, 31, Mattoon, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
aggravated battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor obstruction of 
a police officer. By agreement 
bond was set at $10,000. He 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to both 
charges. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nCandace Bell, 39, Paris, 

 Umberger sentenced to prison
appeared in custody. She was 
found in default of her pay-
ments for a Class A misde-
meanor criminal trespassing to 
vehicles conviction. The court 
imposed a 22-day jail sentence 
with good conduct credit to 
apply. The case was referred 
to collections and she was re-
manded to custody to serve the 
sentence.
nJerry L. Beno, 60, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony aggravated driving under 
the influence of alcohol and 
a Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving under the influence 
with license revoked. He told 
the court he will hire an at-
torney. He pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
two counts of a Class A misde-
meanor DUI. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. 
nAnita Christian Collins, 

43, Paris, appeared in custody 
of the Illinois Department of 
Corrections. Her unresolved 
Class A misdemeanor endan-
gering the health of a child 
charge was continued for a 
pretrial conference. She was re-
manded to custody of IDOC. 
nTyler Donham, 18, West 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared in 
custody and entered a negoti-
ated guilty plea to two counts 
of a Class 2 felony burglary 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
theft charges. For the felony 
charges, he was sentenced to 
180 days in jail with credit for 
59 days previously served and 
the remaining time subject to a 
motion to vacate, 30 months of 
probation, a $500 fine, $350.88 
restitution, court costs and 
various state fees. For the mis-
demeanor conviction, he was 
sentenced to 24 months proba-
tion to run concurrently with 
the felony sentence, court costs 
and various state fees. 

In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed two Class 3 fel-
ony theft charges. 
nTyson W. DuCharme, 

33, Vermilion, appeared in 
custody. He was charged with 
two counts of a Class 4 felony 
domestic battery with prior 
convictions, a Class A misde-
meanor aggravated assault and 
a Class B misdemeanor crim-
inal trespassing. The public 

defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. He 
was ordered to have no con-
tact with the apparent victim 
or the victim’s residence. Bond 
was set at $10,000 and he was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nRichard A. Harris, 48, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. His unresolved 
charge of a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nDaniel W. Johnson, 27, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia.  The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $10,000. 
A first appearance with counsel 
was scheduled. Johnson was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nTy M. Keller, 24, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct. 
Bond was set at $900 and the 
public defender was appoint-
ed and a not guilty plea with a 
jury trail demand was entered.
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nJamaica Nicole Kenne-

dy, 31, Danville, appeared in 
custody for missing a previous 
court appearance. The court 
reserved ruling for her oral mo-
tion to reduce bond and her 
unresolved Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge was continued for a 
status hearing. Kennedy was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJacob S. Lynch, 25, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 1 felony 
delivery of a controlled sub-
stance, a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
a Class 4 felony possession of 
a controlled substance and a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-
sion of a hypodermic syringe. 

Bond was set at $20,000. He 
told the court he is hiring an at-
torney. The matter was contin-
ued for the preliminary hear-
ing, and Lynch was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJessica L. Overton, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal damage 
to property, a Class A misde-
meanor resisting a police offi-
cer and a Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed, bond was set at $1,500, a 
first appearance with counsel 
was scheduled and she was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nCandace L. Petticrew, 37, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance. The public defender 
was appointed and bond was 
set at $15,000. The preliminary 
hearing was scheduled, and 
she was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nWilliam C. Swinford, 35, 

Michigan City, Ind., appeared 
in custody. He admitted a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentences for a Class 4 felony 
driving on a revoked license 
conviction and a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol convic-
tion. A presentencing inves-
tigation was ordered and the 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing. He was 
granted a personal recogni-
zance bond and remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing. 
nDaniel B. Young, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody. Young ad-
mitted petitions to revoke his 
probation sentences for a Class 
1 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a firearm with no 
valid FOID card convictions. 
A presentencing investigation 
was ordered and a sentencing 
hearing was scheduled. He was 
released on a personal recogni-
zance bond. 
nRichard D. Wells, 23, 

Paris, appeared in custody of 
the IDOC. The preliminary 
hearing was held and probable 
cause was founded to formal-
ly charge Wells with a Class 4 
felony resisting a police officer 
and a Class A misdemeanor re-
sisting a police officer charges. 
He pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand and the mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody of DOC.

CHARGES
nGretchen L. Biddle, 38, 

Paris, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke her probation 
sentences for a Class 4 felony 
aggravated driving while li-
cense revoked and a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol con-
victions. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel. 
nElva J. Hood, 34, Chris-

man, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a revoked license. 
She was sentenced to one year 
of conditional discharge, a 

$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nRalph D. Irwin, 80, Paris, 

was charged and pleaded guilty 
to a Class B misdemeanor 
driving on an expired driver’s 
license. He was sentenced to a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nJonathan A. Koski, 29, 

Villa Grove, was charged with 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
weapons by a felon, a Class 3 
felony possession of ammu-
nition by a felon and a Class 
A misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
charges. He told the court he 
will hire an attorney. The mat-
ter was continued for the pre-
liminary hearing. 
nScott M. Powell, 36, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke his court supervision 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol conviction 
and a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matters were continued for 
a first appearance with counsel.
nBlayne W. Roberts, 16, 

Paris, was charged and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class B misde-
meanor speeding. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nMalaika T. Williams, 46, 

Champaign, was charged with 
a Class B misdemeanor speed-
ing. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nWilliam J. Wimsett, no age 

provided, Paris, was charged 
with a Class 3 felony theft. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
nJay L. Wright, 43, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor attempting to 
elude a police officer. The pub-
lic defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 

GUILTY PLEAS
nBenjamin B. Boddy, 18, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
B misdemeanor driving with-
out a license. He was sentenced 
to one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.
nDylan W. Breeding, 24, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol. In ex-
change for the guilty plea, the 
state dismissed a second DUI 
charge. He was sentenced to 
two years of court supervi-
sion, a $750 fine, a $750 DUI 
equipment fee, court costs and 
various state fees. He was also 
ordered to obtain counseling 
per an evaluation. 
nJamie M. Castle, 39, Par-

is, admitted a petition to re-
voke his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor possession of drug par-
aphernalia conviction. He was 
resentenced to 60 days in jail 
subject to a motion to vacate, 
18 months of conditional dis-
charge and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations. 
nKevin J. Farris, 27, 

Vermilion, admitted a petition 

COURT

See RECORD, Page 7A
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Stewart & Carroll  
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303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
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We have Cremation Mausoleums

It's been almost a year since we lost our mom and 
grandmother.  I truly apologize for taking so long to

 extend a "thank you" to the family and friends of
Barbara E. Brown.

A special thank you to Paris Health Care and to 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral Home.

Perhaps you sent a lovely card, or sat quietly in a chair.
Perhaps you sent beautiful flowers, if so, we saw them there.
Perhaps you spoke the kindest words as any friend could say.
Perhaps you were not there at all, just thought of us that day.
Whatever you did to console our hearts, we thank you 

so much, whatever the part.

Don & Brenda Reed
Jim & Jamie Ingram and family

Chad Reed and family
Paul & Emily Sims and family

WILLIE WINSCHIEF JR.
William Wayne “Willie” 

Winschief Jr., 36, of Paris, 
passed away at 11:53 a.m. EST 

Friday, Dec. 
7, at Union 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. 

A memo-
rial visitation 
was from 4 to 
6 p.m. Tues-

day, Dec. 11, at Templeton Fu-
neral Home in Paris. Interment 
is private at a later date. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Diabe-
tes Association. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

WINSCHIEF

RUSS PHINNEY
Max Russel “Russ” Phinney, 

58, passed away Dec. 5, 2018, at 
St. Louis, Mo.  

A private 
m e m o r i a l 
service hon-
oring his life 
is 2 p.m. to-
day, Dec. 15, 
in Paris, with 
his family of-
ficiating. An-

other private memorial service 
is at a later date in Collinsville.

Mr. Phinney was born Aug. 
16, 1960, at Muncie, Ind., the 
son of Larry and Susannah 
Mullen Phinney. He married 
Dawn Jalinsky October 1987. 
They were married for 23 years.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Rachelle, Gene and 
Gabrielle of Collinsville; his 
parents, Larry and Susannah 
Phinney of Danville; his sib-
lings, Leslie (Rick) Kennedy 
and Melanie (Carl) Ogle, all 
of Paris, Scot Phinney of Chi-
cago, Tod (Barbara) Phinney 
of Albuquerque, N.M., Leigh 
(Russell) Smith of Danville 
and Gene (Lori) Phinney of 
Swansea; and many nieces, 

PHINNEY

PATRICIA PECK
ST. CHARLES, Mo. – Pa-

tricia Ann O’Hair Peck, 79, 
of O’Fallon, Mo., passed away 

Monday Dec. 
10, 2018. She 
was retired 
from the Jen-
nings School 
District after 
a great career.

A gather-
ing of family 

and friends is from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 19, at Baue 
Funeral & Memorial Cen-
ter, 3950 West Clay St., St. 
Charles Mo.

She married Ronald Peck, 
who survives.

She is also survived by her 
children, James (Sabrina) 
Peck and Kari Peck. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Robert and 
Frances Elson O’Hair.

Mrs. Peck was active her 

PECK

DAVID NEWCOMER
David Allen Newcomer, 

83, of Paris, passed away at 
6:10 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
12, 2018, at his home. He was 

a retired car-
penter.

Per his 
request, ar-
rangements 

are private. Stewart and Carroll 
funeral home is assisting the 
family.

Mr. Newcomer was born in 
Paris, the son of the late Lloyd 
and Bessie Humphry New-
comer. He married Shirley 
Jane Simons Dec. 21, 1952, at 
the Newcomer farm in Red-
mon.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Keith (Mary) New-
comer of Montgomery, 
Randy (Lisa) Newcomer 
of Maryville, Tenn., Danny 

Newcomer of Aurora, Tammy 
Newcomer-Dye of Redmon 
and Kevin (Teresa) Newcom-
er of Paris.; grandchildren, Jen-
ny, Josh and Adam Newcomer, 
Eric and Jason Newcomer 
and Lindsay Garcia, Amy Go-
mez, Leslie Stinnett and Chad 
Newcomer, Ryan, Tara and 
Leah Newcomer, Amanda and 
Jacob Dye, Alicia Haley and 
Danielle Newcomer; and 20 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death 
by a brother, Lee Newcomer; 
and two sons, Rick and Toney.

Mr. Newcomer was an 
Army veteran. He enjoyed 
playing cards with his friends, 
collecting old radios and TVs, 
which he got at auctions, and 
watching old westerns on TV. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

KAY KUTCHINS
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 

– Kay Kutchins passed away 
Saturday, Dec. 8, 2018.  

A cele-
bration of 
life service 
is 2 p.m. to-
day, Dec. 15, 
at the First 
Presbyterian 
Church, 404 
N. Alamo, 

San Antonio, with the Rev. 
Bob Fuller officiating. Porter 
Loring McCullough Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

She is survived by her two 
sons and their families, Brad 
and Carole Fong Kutchins and 
their children Ashlei, Kourt-
nei and Michael of Mansfield, 
Texas, and Scott and Nicole 
Kutchins and their children 
Spencer and Logan of Cop-
pell, Texas; cousins Dale and 
Jan English of Redmon, Don 
Overton of Urbana and Mary 
Overton of Casa Grande, Ariz.  

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Freeman and 
Kathryn Overton; uncles, 

aunts and cousins and her 
former husband, Michael J. 
Kutchins.

A native Illinois farm girl, 
that journey took her from the 
University of Illinois where 
she was executive editor of 
The Daily Illini (the Univer-
sity of Illinois’ student news-
paper) to a post-college career 
in newspaper and corporate 
journalism to a lengthy career 
in the water utility industry in 
San Antonio and throughout 
the United States.

Water is life - though, for 
most people, is a convenience 
and an expectation. As her 
family relocated from North 
Carolina to Texas, she was of-
fered an opportunity at the San 
Antonio City Water Board as 
training director. 

Her initial introduction to 
water resources, costs and tech-
nology included a five-year pe-
riod with Mission Water Utili-
ties and the Texas Water Utility 
Association, from which she 
received the W. T. “Doc” Bal-
lard award for volunteer ser-
vice. That led to an assignment 
working on emergency plan-

ning, numerous presentations 
throughout Texas on develop-
ing viable emergency plans and 
appointment to chair the Tex-
as Section, American Water 
Works Association’s (AWWA) 
education committee. Her 
work on behalf of the Section’s 
many programs led to her elec-
tion as an officer, culminating 
in the Chairmanship of the 
Section in 1987-1988.

Ms. Kutchins served on 
the AWWA Public Affairs 
Committee, Management 
Division Training and Devel-
opment Committee, Techni-
cal and Education Council’s 
Education and Emergency 
Planning Committees, and 
she was a guest speaker at 
many AWWA Section Meet-
ings. For 20 years, she was the 
lead instructor for the Texas 
located AWWA Water Utility 
Management Institute, im-
pacting the management ca-
reers of more than 500 utility 
managers from Texas and the 
Southwest.

She was elected as the Tex-
as Representative on the as-
sociation’s board of directors 

in 1993 and subsequently was 
elected by the AWWA Board 
to represent the organization 
to other sections as a nation-
al vice president. Texas Sec-
tion awarded her the George 
Warren Fuller citation in 
1989, and she was tapped as 
an AWWA Life Member and 
Honorary Member.  

Ms. Kutchins was the first 
woman member cited by the 
Association for two of its ma-
jor awards -- Outstanding Ser-
vice to the Water Industry in 
2004 and the AWWA Hall of 
Fame in 2014. 

In 1992, she joined the 
Management Consulting 
Division of Black & Veatch 
Consulting Engineers, a Kan-
sas City, Mo., environmental 
engineering organization. 
Her work included organiza-
tion analysis, human resource 
systems, public outreach and 
strategic management associ-
ated with new functions and 
service areas. That work took 
her to Trinidad and Tobago, 
England, Hawaii, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Connecti-

cut and, of course, throughout 
Texas. She assisted the North 
American Development Bank 
in the creation of and class-
room instruction for its four-
part management training 
symposia for U.S. and Mex-
ico utility managers and was 
a program instructor from 
1998-2009.

Returning to her water in-
volvement in San Antonio, 
she was named a member of 
the San Antonio Water Sys-
tem’s Citizen Advisory Panel 
on Water Resources (CAP) 
from 2009-2014, chairing the 
committee from 2012-2014. 
The SAWS Board reappointed 
her for an additional two-year 
term in 2015, the first year as 
chairman.

A pizza lunch with a former 
CAP member combined with 
love for service and involve-
ment with her community led 
Ms. Kutchins to become in-
volved with Meals on Wheels 
San Antonio. Delivering meals 
offered an unbelievable op-
portunity to meet wonderful 
people who live independent-
ly and enjoy the company and 

a great meal associated with 
daily visits.  As a member of 
the Meals on Wheels Board of 
Directors, she served on gov-
ernance, facilities and devel-
opment committees.

Music was a significant part 
of her life journey from play-
ing French horn in middle 
and high school bands, serv-
ing as organist in her church 
in Illinois and as organist and 
choir director at First Unitari-
an-Universalist Church in San 
Antonio for 18 years.  

As a member of First Pres-
byterian Church in San An-
tonio, she served as an usher 
team captain, greeter and 
member of sanctuary choir.  
Ms. Kutchins’ also served as 
board secretary for the Olmos 
Ensemble and Cactus Pear 
Music Festival and volun-
teered with the San Antonio 
Symphony.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Music Min-
istry of First Presbyterian 
Church, the missions of Meals 
on Wheels, Cactus Pear Music 
Festival, Olmos Ensemble or 
the San Antonio Symphony.   

KUTCHINS

PAULA KIRK
CASEY – Paula Kay Rich-

ardson Kirk, 59, of Casey, and 
formerly of Lawrenceville, 

passed away 
at 1:20 a.m. 
Wednesday, 
Dec. 12, 
2018, at Ca-
sey Health-
Care Center.

A funeral 
service was 1 

p.m. Friday, Dec. 14, at Mark-

well Funeral Home, with Pas-
tor Jacqueline Morgan offici-
ating. Burial followed in Casey 
Cumberland Cemetery. Visi-
tation was from 11 a.m. until 
the service time Friday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American Kid-
ney Fund at www.kidneyfund.
org.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.     

KIRK

WILLIAM DIXON JR.
MARSHALL – W i l l i a m 

B. Dixon Jr., 86, of Marshall, 
passed away Wednesday, 

Dec. 12, 
2018, at Par-
is Healthcare 
Center, Par-
is. 

A service 
honoring his life is 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 16, at Pearce 
Funeral Home, with the Rev. 
Richard Lewis officiating. 
Military graveside rites ac-
company burial in Marshall 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
3 to 7 p.m. today, Dec. 15, at 
the funeral home. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

LEON ACKLEN
Leon Nye Acklen, 85, of 

Brazil, Ind., and formerly of 
Paris, passed away at 3:06 p.m. 

T h u r s d a y, 
Dec. 13, at 
Exceptional 
Living Cen-
ter of Brazil, 
Brazil, Ind. 
He worked at 
MECO and 
Unarco and 
was a former 
c u s t o d i a n 
at the Ed-
gar County 

Courthouse.  
A funeral service is 11 a.m. 

Monday, Dec. 17, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Military honors by American 
Legion Post 211 accompany 
burial in Edgar Cemetery. Vis-
itation is from 9 a.m. until the 
service time Monday at the fu-
neral home.

Mr. Acklen was born May 
10, 1933, at Paris, the son of 
the late Charles and Jessie Star-
key Acklen. He married Em-
maline E. Weir Aug. 25, 1956, 
and she passed away March 3, 
1998. He then married Leaetta 

Medaugh Godsey March 21, 
2002, and she survives.  

Other survivors include a 
daughter, Beth (Jim) Cun-
ningham of Paris; stepchil-
dren, Rita (Mark) Johnson 
of Brazil, Ind., Rick (Mindy) 
Godsey of Brazil, Ind., Cindy 
(Blaine) Keene of Jasonville, 
Ind., Connie (Brian) Wynd-
ham of Brazil, Ind., and Ron 
(Donna) Godsey of Brazil, 
Ind.; a sister, Charlene Wood-
yard of Hume; one grandson 
J.D. Cunningham of Paris; 11 
step-grandchildren; and sever-
al step-great-grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death by 
one grandson, Jayce Cunning-
ham; and two brothers, Jay 
Acklen and Howard Holling-
sworth.

Mr. Acklen was a United 
States Army veteran of the 
Korean War. He was an active 
member of Community Bible 
Church of Paris and delivered 
Meals on Wheels.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Edgar County An-
imal Shelter. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

ACKLEN

entire life and was involved 
in many organizations and 
activities. She was involved 
or had memberships in the St. 
Charles Rotary, the St. Lou-
is Zoo, the St. Louis Science 
Center and the Botanical Gar-
den. 

She competed in three mar-
athons and carried an enthusi-
asm for running and walking 
her entire life. She was fond of 
travel and of animals, with her 
cats holding a special place in 
her heart. 

Mrs. Peck earned a master’s 
degree from UMSL and ded-
icated herself to helping chil-
dren and working within the 
education system. She will be 
dearly missed by her friends, 
family and all who knew her.

Memorial donations in her 
name may be made to the Alz-
heimer's Association.

Online condolences may be 
left at www.baue.com

nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

He was preceded in death by 
an infant daughter, Christiane 
and an adopted son, Tony. 

Mr. Phinney was a 1978 
graduate of Paris High School. 
He graduated in 1985 with a 
mechanical engineering degree 
from Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology and a Master’s 
degree in engineering from 
Rose in 1993 and a MBA from 
Washington University, St. 
Louis, Mo.  

He loved his children and 
family deeply. He was also an 
animal lover especially dogs. 
His hobbies included running, 
boating, skiing, scuba diving, 
golf, reading and travel.

An avid sports fan, Mr. Phin-
ney rooted for the St. Louis 
Cardinals and Blues along with 
the L.A. Rams.

He had a variety of profes-
sional affiliations.

See OBITS, Page 8A



Donald Trump probably can’t win the 
2020 presidential election, but the 
Democrats can lose it.

What I mean is that in 
a contest between Trump 
and a generic Democrat, 
Trump would almost surely 
lose if the current political 
climate holds through 2020. 
According to a Fox News 
poll released Wednesday, 
38 percent of respondents 
said they would definitely 
or probably vote for Trump, 
while 55 percent said they 
would definitely or probably 

vote for someone else.
Trump’s boosters are often quick to dismiss 

the polls, claiming they were wrong in 2016, 
when everyone said he had no chance of 
winning. The problem with this defense isthe 
national polls were actually pretty accurate in 
2016. If you average out the 13 final national 
polls of 2016, they showed Hillary Clinton 
ahead by 3.1 percentage points. She won the 
popular vote — the only thing national polls 
measure — by 2.1 percentage points.

Trump carried the Electoral College be-
cause he won Pennsylvania and Wisconsin by 
0.7 points each and Michigan by 0.2 points. A 
mere 78,000 votes carried the day.

Most presidents work assiduously to 
build on the coalition that brought them to 
power. President Trump has done almost 
the opposite, catering to his base while doing 
almost everything he can to alienate suburban 
Republicans and independents, which is why 
the GOP got shellacked in the midterms.

WASHINGTON — For 
people who support the humane 
treatment of animals, including 

those that end 
up on America’s 
dinner plates, 
passage this week 
of the farm bill 
would be a gift 
befitting the 
season — and a 
grand bipartisan 
gesture to close 
out the year.

The Senate sent 
back an earlier 

version of the bill, now expected 
to cost taxpayers $867 billion 
over 10 years, to the House with 
amendments in June. Now that 
lawmakers have reached agree-
ment, the bill is expected to reach 
a floor vote this week and travel to 
the White House for the presi-
dent’s signature.

If passed, the farm bill will do 
more for animal rights — and 
therefore for humanity — than 
any previous legislation in recent 
history. In large part, the pro-an-
imal provisions are thanks to 
the unstoppable Wayne Pacelle, 
former CEO of the Humane 
Society of the United States and 
now part of Animal Wellness Ac-
tion, a political action commit-
tee he co-created after leaving 
HSUS following allegations of 
inappropriate behavior. Also due 
credit is Pacelle’s former HSUS 
colleague Marty Irby, now Ani-
mal Wellness Action’s executive 
director.

Whatever one thinks of the 
circumstances surrounding 
Pacelle’s resignation from 
HSUS, no one would argue he 
wasn’t the hardest worker in the 
office and around the globe as 
he tried to reduce the number 
of suffering animals, whether 
among Africa’s wildlife, in puppy 
mills or in large-scale agricul-
tural operations. (Disclaimer: 
One of my sons once worked for 

HSUS.) 
Driven by what Pacelle views 

as humans’ moral duty to protect 
animals, he hasn’t remained idle 
post-departure. Three reforms 
included in the farm bill bear his 
fingerprints and are testament to 
his dedication.

One provision is a crackdown 
on dogfighting and cockfighting 
in the five U.S. territories — 
American Samoa, Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands. 

Although animal fighting is 
already outlawed on the U.S. 
mainland, such activities are still 
permitted in the territories and 
are typically defended as cultural 
expressions. 

Phooey. 
It’s long past time to acknowl-

edge that cultural equivalency is a 
lie and all forms of animal cruelty, 
whether as entertainment or culti-
vation for human consumption, 
should be outlawed.

Another reform is a ban on dog 
and cat meat in the U.S., not that 
anyone other than a few soulless 
mercenaries (and a few million 
coyotes) much care. Alas, there 
are those who do kill dogs and 
cats and then sell the meat in a 
small yet horrific underground 
market.

Globally, more than 30 million 
dogs and cats are victims of food 
purveyors and others who cele-
brate their consumption. 

Notorious is China’s annual 
Dog Meat Festival where man’s 
best friend is slaughtered and 
consumed to celebrate the sum-
mer solstice. Now, there’s some 
science for you. Why not sacrifice 
their first-born to the Man in the 
Moon?

We who love our animals as 
nearly equal to (and sometimes 
greater than) family members 
can’t conceive of such an atrocity, 
nor should we try. For now, we 
can be grateful that the U.S. is 
poised to put the rest of the world 

on notice that we’ll pursue a 
global ban on the consumption of 
dogs and cats.

The bill also includes a provi-
sion — or rather a commitment 
— to add kennels and other 
animal shelters at domestic 
violence centers, reasoning pets 
are also at risk in violent house-
holds. Moreover, abusers will 
often use pets as leverage to keep 
a spouse or partner in place, 
according to Animal Wellness 
Action.

What’s clear with the farm bill 
is that Washington is recognizing 
through legislation that America’s 
relationship with its animals, both 
wild and domestic, is shifting to 
norms that the recently departed 
President George H.W. Bush 
would describe as both kinder 
and gentler. 

Additionally, as Pacelle wrote 
in his book “The Humane Econ-
omy,” kindness pays dividends in 
a culture of increasingly enlight-
ened consumers.

Perhaps the most important 
feature of the bill, not to exclude 
legalization of industrial hemp 
used in CBD oil, is the elim-
ination of the so-called King 
Amendment, about which I’ve 
written before. 

Named for Rep. Steve King, 
R-Iowa, the amendment would 
have allowed states to scrap 
regulations banning such cruel 
practices as confining an animal 
so that it can’t move or turn 
around — ever.

Anyone who would seek to 
undo this minimal reduction of 
animal torture, for that it is, ought 
to be ashamed of himself. 

Those who vote “yay” on the 
farm bill deserve rose petals at 
their feet and a sustained “Bravo!” 
— and maybe a bow-wow here 
and a meow-meow there.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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D.T. is really quite good 

at one special skill: brand-
ing. He has slapped his 

name on a 
ridiculous 
range of 
consumer 
merch 
– teddy 
bears, 
steaks, 
made-
in-China 
ties, 
vodka, 
under-

wear and even a urine test. 
Then, of course, there’s his 
very own post office.

Yes, he bought a 60-year 
lease on the “Old Post 
Office Pavilion,” an iconic 
1899 federal structure that 
once housed our country’s 
postal service and has also 
been the home of various 
other national govern-
ment agencies. Located 
just five blocks from the 
White House, D.T. and 
daughter Ivanka had it 
converted into a 270-
room hotel for the rich in 
2016. 

Now that he’s in the 
White House, he wants to 
bring the family’s sensi-
bility for branding to our 
local POs.  
   This past spring, Donald 
signed an order creating 
an interagency federal 
task force to propose 
structural reforms in the 
U.S. Postal Service. In a 
stunningly short time, the 
task force issued its cur-
sory report only 10 weeks 
later: “Prepare (USPS) for 
future conversion from a 
government agency into 
a privately-held corpora-
tion.”

Are they not aware 
that the mail agency is 
enormously popular and 
important to the public? 
A February Pew Research 
poll finds that an astonish-
ing 88 percent of Ameri-
cans give a thumbs-up to 
the PO’s work, dwarfing 
the pitiful approval rating 
of Trump and the con-
gress critters who’re trying 
to kill it. 

Even the president’s 
executive order that set up 
the task force conceded 
that our postal service, 
“is regularly cited as the 
federal agency with the 
highest public approval 

2 kinds of  
justice in 
swamp

Congrats to the Crestwood Lady Eagles for bringing home the state title

It’s not like it was something we didn’t al-
ready know.

But what the FBI and Special Coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s did to 
President Trump’s former 
National Security Adviser 
Michael Flynn is fresh proof 
that there are two kinds of 
justice operating in the Wash-
ington swamp.

One kind — the mean, 
devious, throw-the-book-
at-‘em kind — is used for 
prosecuting Donald Trump 
and his people.

The other kind of justice 
— the nice, easy-going, so-what kind — is 
used for not looking into the law-breaking 
email fiascos of Hillary and the financial fishi-
ness of the Clinton Crime Syndicate.

Hillary continues to skate free, unbothered 
by the FBI or any federal agency for the dirty 
things she and the Obama administration’s 
injustice department did during the 2016 
election to try to defeat Donald Trump.

But not General Flynn.
His life was ruined by the FBI bosses who 

set out to nail him — and did.
Comparing transcripts from phone wire-

taps, the FBI caught Gen. Flynn lying about 
what he said in a phone call with former Rus-
sian ambassador Sergey Kislyak in December 
of 2016.

Flynn’s terrible crime — a single count of 
lying to an FBI agent in 2017 — obviously 
had nothing to do with the Trump election 
team colluding with the Russians, mainly 
because there was no collusion.

Flynn eventually pled guilty.
But this week Flynn’s lawyers alleged that 

the FBI had essentially tricked Flynn into 
not having a lawyer present when he was 
interviewed in his White House office by two 
agents.

U.S. District Judge Emmet G. Sullivan, 
who’s overseeing Flynn’s case, has turned the 
tables on the FBI. Smelling a rat, no doubt, 
Sullivan has ordered Mueller’s office to turn 
over all the documents it has from Flynn’s 
FBI interview.

“Sports build good habits, confidence, 
and discipline. They make players 
into community leaders and teach 
them how to strive for a goal, handle 
mistakes, and cherish growth opportu-
nities.” 

—Julie Foudy

The Crestwood Lady Eagles eighth 
grade girls basketball team brought 
home the Illinois Elementary School 
Association Class 8-2A state cham-
pionship Thursday evening. Winning 
a state championship is an achieve-
ment no matter the sport.

What makes this state champi-
onship so remarkable is this group 
of seven eighth grade girls finished 
their junior high school careers with 
a 50-0 record.

Yes, you read that correctly. This 
team has not lost since the semi-fi-
nals of the seventh grade state 

tourney in 2016 — when they were 
sixth graders.

Their hard work and hours spent 
in the gym with their coach Missy 
Tingley shows a dedication to be-
coming the best. 

We’re proud of you, girls — and 
your parents, grandparents, fellow 
students and anyone in the commu-
nity who has been following them 
the past two years. There’s been 
thousands of miles put on vehicles 
driving to travel ball tourneys, camps 
and workouts. There’s probably been 
too many fast food dinners to count 
and a lack of sleep for players and 
families. 

But the result of the hard work 

and dedication is knowning not only 
have you reached the pinnacle of 
your class in girls basketball but that 
your hard work and determination 
made it possible.

You’re better girls and soon young 
women because each of you worked 
hard to achieve a common goal. Not 
everyone is willing to put in the work 
or sacrifice to achieve what you have.

And while Crestwood hoisted the 
state tourney championship trophy, 
we would be remiss if we didn’t 
mention the other girls basketball 
teams in the county who worked 
hard and recently completed their 
2018 seasons.

Congratulations Coach Missy 
Tingley and the Lady Eagles of 
Crestwood. We’re looking forward 
to watching what the future has in 
store for each of you both on and off 
the basketball court.
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — It’s 
guessing game time again 
for area school districts 
trying to calculate how 
much to levy in taxes 
based on an Equalized 
Assessed Value that is not 
known.

School districts have to 
file the levy and budget 
for the next taxing cycle 
before the end of Decem-
ber although EAV won’t 
be determined for several 
more weeks. EAV is the 
taxable value of real estate. 
Farm ground EAV fluctu-
ates annually based on a 
complex formula.

Chrisman Unit Six took 
the plunge Thursday, Dec. 
13, at the monthly school 
board meeting. 

“The assessor tells us we 
could see an increase in 
our EAV by 7.4 percent,” 
said interim superinten-
dent Jim Acklin.

He is not optimistic it 
will increase by that much 
especially since the aver-
age increase over the last 
five years has been more in 
the range of 5.12 percent. 
The quirk in the system is 
school districts must levy 
for what might be since 
government entities can 
only get what they ask for. 

Filing a levy request 
that is 5 percent more 
than the previous year 
when there is a chance 
EAV might increase by 7 
percent means the district 
is leaving a considerable 
amount of potential tax 
money uncollected should 
EAV climb beyond the 5 
percent request. It is also 
a risky venture since Gen-
eral State Aid may be with-
held from districts failing 
to collect everything pos-
sible from local sources. 

According to Acklin’s 
figures, taxpayers in Unit 
6 provided $2.3 million 
in taxes in 2018 based on 
the 2017 EAV. An EAV in-
crease of a little more than 
7 percent means taxes 
paid in 2019 for the 2018 
extension will be a little 
more than $2.5 million.

The actual Unit 6 tax 
rate for 2017 was $4.27 
and Acklin said the 2018 
tax rate for taxes payable 
in 2019 will likely come in 
around $4.258.

Board members ap-
proved the levy request as 
presented by Acklin.

The board also ap-
proved students in Family, 
Career and Community 
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to revoke his probation sen-
tence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license conviction. He was 
resentenced to 180 days in jail 
with 90 to be served as elec-
tronic home confinement and 
the remaining 90 days subject 
to a motion to vacate, two 
years of conditional discharge 
and ordered to pay all previ-
ous financial obligations.
nMichael S. Gallion, 35, 

Kansas, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor crim-
inal damage to property and 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. In return for the 
plea, the state dismissed a 
Class C misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct. 
nEvan S. Holt, 22, Mat-

toon, pleaded guilty to a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge and was sen-
tenced to one year of condi-
tional discharge, a $400 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. He was ordered to have 
no contact with the apparent 
victim. In exchange for the 
plea, the state dismissed two 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
charges. 
nSarah E. Krabel, 27, 

Chrisman, admitted a petition 
to revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor endangerment 
of a child conviction. She was 
resentenced to 10 days in jail 
subject to a motion to vacate, 

one year of conditional dis-
charge and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations. 
nCody A. Rigdon, 29, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class 3 fel-
ony aggravated battery charge 
and was sentenced to 120 days 
in jail with 90 to be served im-
mediately and the remaining 
time subject to a motion to 
vacate, two years of probation, 
a $500 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. He was spe-
cifically banned from entering 
bars and consuming alcohol 
and ordered not to contact the 
apparent victim.

In another matter, Rigdon 
admitted a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 4 felony criminal dam-
age to property conviction. 
He was resentenced to 120 
days in jail with 90 days to be 
served immediately and the 
balance of time subject to a 
motion to vacate, two years of 
probation, and he was ordered 
to pay all previous financial 
obligations. The ban against 
entering bars and consuming 
alcohol was also applied in 
this case.
nShawn M. Wilguess, 20, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine charge. Wilguess was 
sentenced to 120 days in jail 
with 60 to be served as home 
confinement and the remain-
ing 60 days subject to a mo-
tion to vaate, two years of 
probation, 10 hours of com-
munity service work, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. He was also ordered 

to forfeit all items seized at the 
time of his arrest and undergo 
counseling per an evaluation. 
In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance change. 
nTerry L. Wimmer, 59, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor failure to no-
tify damage to an unattended 
vehicle. He was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nDallas L. DeWeese, 56, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled. 
nDustin R. Hay, 33, Mat-

toon, waived the preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 3 felony aggravated 
battery and a Class A misde-
meanor battery charges. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. 
nPatrick F. Jarvis, 36, West 

Terre Haute, Ind., waived 
the preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 3  felo-
ny  possession of a schedule III 
controlled substance with the 
intent to deliver and a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
a weapon charges. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled. 
nGlenn T. Juern, 59, 

Charleston, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 

under the influence of alcohol 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
nTerry L. Lavanway, 48, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
2 felony aggravated domestic 
battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charges. In another matter, 
Lavanway pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor viola-
tion of a bail bond and a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charges. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled for all 
matters. 
nDale L. Porter II, 38, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony theft and a Class 4 
felony unlawful possession of 
an identification card charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nTravis S. Posey, 36, Paris, 

failed to appear in court. In his 
absence, the public defender 
entered a not guilty plea with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony obstruction of justice 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
obstruction of identification. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nCraig G. Shields, 24, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nMax L. Trotter, 72, Kan-

sas, pleaded not guilty with a 

jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery charge. His bond 
was modified to allow him 
to leave the state for employ-
ment purposes. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 
nRaymon F. Yonker III, 

53, West Union, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
following the preliminary 
hearing to a Class 2 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
a Class 4 felony aggravated 
unlawful use of a weapon, a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of drugs 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
violation of the concealed 
carry act charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 

OTHER MATTERS
nHeather S. Chandler, 43, 

Paris, was ordered to serve 20 
days in jail for her Class A mis-
demeanor theft conviction. 
Her sentence began immedi-
ately and she was found in de-
fault of payments. The matter 
was referred to collections.
nShelby N. Creech, 25, 

Paris, was given a 30-day jail 
sentence  for her Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. The 
sentence starts Jan. 18. 
nMindy J. DeWeese, 47, 

Paris, was sentenced to a 36 
days in jail for a Class A misde-
meanor retail theft conviction, 
with an option to avoid going 
to jail by paying in full the out-
standing financial obligations. 
nDalton S. Elsberry, 28, 

Paris, failed to appear for a 
motion to vacate jail time at-
tached to his Class 2 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine manufacturing materi-
al conviction. The court im-
posed a 30-day jail sentence 
and issued a no-bond warrant 
for Elsberry’s arrest. 
nTina M. Hussong, 32, 

Paris, failed to appear in court 
for a motion to vacate jail time 
attached to her Class 2 felony 
burglary conviction. The court 
imposed a 14-day jail sentence 
and issued a no-bond warrant 
for her arrest.
nCraig G. Shields, 24, Par-

is, was given a 30-day jail sen-
tence unless he is able to pay 
off his fine in full for a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a po-
lice officer conviction. He has 
until Feb. 14 to come up with 
the money or go to jail. 
nDavid M. Woodworth, 

27, Paris, received a 16-day jail 
sentence with work release to 
apply for his Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license conviction.  

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Jovan J. Cham-
pion, 31, Fishers, Ind.; Bren-
dan Connors, 47, Marshall; 
Dustin C. Craig, 38, Paris; 
Bobbie J. Drueke, 37, Paris; 
Joseph J. Holmes, 41, Dan-
ville; Nichole J. Jones, 40, Par-
is; Terra L. Kraus, 31, Panama; 
Kassady C. Neibarger, 30, Par-
is; and Marcus D. Priest, 36, 
Tilton.
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rating.”
The 640,000 mid-

dle-class postal workers and 
letter carriers merit such 
kudos because they literally 
deliver for us in every ZIP 
code. 

Working from 30,825 
local POs, they trundle 150 
billion pieces of mail a year, 
4 million miles a day to 157 
million addresses across 

the land, from inner-city 
neighborhoods to back 
roads – and deliver them 
within a few days. 

This is an unmatched 
bargain, a civic treasure, a 
genuine public good that 
links all of America’s people 
and communities into one. 

And that’s why the right 
wing is so dead set on 
offing it. 

For decades, extremist 
anti-government propa-
gandists have relentlessly 

pushed the narrative that 
government is inherently 
incompetent, wasteful and 
the problem – a social evil 
that is to be hated and, 
piece by piece, eliminated.

The problem for these 
ideologues and corporate 
predators is that USPS is 
not only a government 
agency that works, but a 
tangible presence in peo-
ple’s daily lives, so millions 
of folks see it working for 
them. 

To maintain the negative 
political narrative about 
public entities, the far-right 
corporatists are desperate 
to kill our public post offic-
es. For more information 
and to keep the post office 
public, go to http://US-
MailNotForSale.org.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitol-
fax@gmail.com.)
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We can hope that Sullivan 
shames Mueller for his pros-
ecutorial abuse and decides 
the FBI interfered with 
Flynn’s constitutional right to 
counsel.

In the meantime, the harm 
done to Flynn can never be 
undone or repaid.

Though Mueller the 
Merciful has recommended 
that he get no prison time, 
the general was forced to sell 
his home and went bankrupt 
defending himself.

What happened to Gen. 
Flynn is a textbook example 
of our country’s two-tiered 
system of justice — one for 

Trump and Republicans and 
one for the Clintons and 
Democrats.

The time, money and ener-
gy spent prosecuting — and 
persecuting — Flynn also 
shows just how deranged the 
hatred of Donald Trump has 
become.

The liberals, the media, 
the Democrats and the Deep 
State partisans in the FBI and 
other government agencies 
are willing to drop napalm 
on anyone connected with 
President Trump.

Trump’s enemies can never 
accept that he beat Hillary 
fair and square. They can nev-
er accept that some Swamp 
outsider with his crude style, 
populist politics and low 

morals is their president.
To get rid of Trump, or his 

political power, they’ll use 
whatever it takes — from 
phony charges of Russian col-
lusion to fake moral outrage 
over a quickie he had with a 
porn star long before he was 
president.

Trump’s enemies say that if 
we knew about Stormy Dan-
iels and the other women in 
2016 we wouldn’t have voted 
for him.

BS.
Trump supporters knew 

the kind of man they were 
voting for. They accepted 
it. They knew anything was 
better than four years of 
President Hillary.

The bottom line, which 

liberals can never see, is that 
Trump’s supporters don’t 
care what he did with Stormy 
Daniels or what he paid her 
or anyone else he had sex 
with to keep quiet.

I don’t care about Stormy 
Daniels or Trump’s other 
sexual flings, either. I don’t 
even care if he slept with my 
gardener. As long as he didn’t 
sleep with Hillary, I’m good.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com 
and president of The Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Email 
him at reagan@caglecartoons.
com.)

GOLDBERG
FROM PAGE 6A

So if Trump runs — which 
is probably a bigger if than 
many people think — the 
cards are stacked against him. 

Fortunately for him, the 
Democrats will not nominate 
someone named Generic 
Democrat.

Instead, the Democrats are 
poised to re-create the same 
dynamic that got Trump the 
GOP nomination in the first 
place. While it’s technically 
true that Trump beat 16 
opponents, as he likes to 
say, the truth is a bit more 
complicated. Trump never 
won a majority of votes in the 
primaries. 

He benefited from a collec-
tive-action problem in which 
various candidates defeated 
each other while a sticky 
plurality of voters stuck with 

Trump.
If the field had been 

narrower, with only two or 
three contenders other than 
Trump, his base of support 
might not have been enough. 
But with each additional 
player, the number of votes 
he needed to win shrank.

Right now, it’s almost 
easier to list the number of 
prominent Democrats who 
aren’t thinking of running. 

No one knows for sure 
but estimates on the num-
ber of potential Democratic 
candidates range from 20 to 
40. In that kind of field, the 
ability to attract a small but 
passionate cadre of support-
ers will be more important 
than arguments about 
electability. Thus, there will 
be an enormous incentive to 
replicate the Trump model of 
taking unorthodox positions, 
stated as boldly as possible, 

in order to win over the most 
passionate ideologues and 
activists.

Moreover, the mood 
among Democrats is more 
than a little analogous to the 
mood among Republicans in 
2016. Hillary Clinton was a 
uniquely disliked and feared 
figure among conservatives. 
The argument that America 
would be over if she won 
found purchase among mil-
lions of Republican voters. 
One need only listen to a 
few minutes of discussion on 
CNN or MSNBC, or to read 
the op-ed pages on almost 
any given day, to see that a 
similar attitude is widespread 
among Democrats. If you 
can’t imagine chants of “Lock 
him up!” at the Democratic 
convention in 2020, you hav-
en’t been paying attention.

Thus, the odds the Dem-
ocrats will elect their own 

Trump are very high. Of 
course, the one thing Trump 
fans and foes alike can agree 
on is that Trump is a unique 
political personality. But a 
Democratic candidate could 
substitute policy outlandish-
ness for personal outlandish-
ness quite easily. Many in the 
Democratic base could easily 
rally to someone promising 
to abolish ICE, deliver Medi-
care-for-all, repeal the Second 
Amendment, whatever. 

That would give Trump 
the ability to persuade many 
otherwise hostile voters 
to cast ballots against the 
Democrats rather than for 
the incumbent.

He can’t win, but they can 
still lose.

(Jonah Goldberg is an editor 
at large of National Review 
Online and a visiting fellow 
at the American Enterprise 
Institute.)

MORNING TOPS CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of TOPS IL 1563 had Christmas celebration Thursday, Dec. 13, at the Lutheran Village where members enjoyed a light brunch, 
music by member Barbara Dick and a gift exchange. Sitting, from left,  are Lynn Moody, Elaine Weddle, Pat Toensing, Barbara Dick, 
Brenda Lilley and Sue Bennett. Standing, from left, are Glenda Berry, Sue English, Sara McCrocklin, Ruth Knight, Marcella Coy, Gretch-
en Dyl, Kay Richman, Jan Poynter, Coralie Smittkamp, Jean Daniels, Tammy Hess, Terri Cheatham, Jill Hoffman, Wanda Luth, Janet 
Embry, Connie Porter and Saundra Preston.

Little change in 
Chrisman rate 
Unit 6 board OKs 
levy in annual 
guessing game

Leaders of America attending 
the Springfield state confer-
ence in April and a Minne-
apolis trip by members of the 
junior high and high school 
bands in during early June. 
The Minnesota trip includes 
the opportunity to play at 
multiple venues in the Twin 
Cities and have a music class 
with a professor at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

Acklin reported looking at 
other vendors to service the 
district’s alarm monitoring/
clock/bell/intercom system. 
He said Johnson Controls 
currently provides the service 
and has arranged the system 
so a technician is required 
to do even simple things like 
adjust the clocks. The super-
intendent said Chrisman is 
not the only school district 
dissatisfied with the increas-
ing expenses associated with 
Johnson Control.

“School districts feel like 
they are being gouged,” said 
Acklin.

Cole Huber, junior high 
and high school principal, 
discussed a change to the 
2019-2020 curriculum based 
on a new state law. He ex-
plained Illinois high schools 
commonly require three 
math credits for graduation 
and some students stop there. 
The problem is students opt-
ing not to take a fourth math 
class during the senior year 
forget so much they perform 
poorly on college placements 
exams and are put into a 
remedial math class as col-
lege freshmen, which wastes 
school resources and parents’ 
money.

Huber said the new law 
requires high schools to of-
fer a transitional math class 
to address this problem. He 
explained this course is for 
students seeking an associ-
ates degree instead of those 
planning to obtain a four-year 
degree. 

“DACC (Danville Area 
Community College) gets a 
say in what this class looks 
like, which is a good thing,” 
said Huber. “If kids pass, they 
are guaranteed placement in 
a non-remedial math class at 
college.”

The principal noted while 
it is mandatory the schools 
offer transitional math, it is 
not mandatory students take 
the class.

Grade school principal 
Kelly Schlutter reported the 
school term is starting to 
wind down in preparation for 
the Christmas break between 
semesters.

 Schlutter is planning ahead 
for the spring Illinois Assess-
ment of Readiness test. 

“I’m starting to schedule 
spring testing to get all of the 
grades in the computer lab,” 
said Schlutter.
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WAYNE SWEITZER
MARSHALL – Wayne 

S. Sweitzer, 89, of Mar-
shall, passed away at 4 p.m. 

Thursday, 
Dec. 13, 
2 0 1 8 , 
at Paris 
H e a l t h -
care Cen-
ter. 

A ser-
vice hon-
o r i n g 
his life 
is 2 p.m. 
Mo n day, 

Dec. 17, at Pearce Funeral 
Home, with the Rev. Adam 
Penn officiating. Burial is in 
the Livingston Cemetery. 
Visitation is from noon un-
til the service time Mon-
day at the funeral home. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to the Arm-
strong United Methodist 
Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
www.pearcefuneralser-
vices.com.

SWEITZER

KIMBERLY KUHN 
CASEY – Kimberly Mi-

chelle Clark Kuhn, 56, of 
Casey, passed away at 12:34 
a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2018, 
at Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
Center, Mattoon. 

A funeral service is 2 p.m. 
today, Dec. 15, at Markwell Fu-
neral Home, with Brother Jack 
Jenkins officiating. Burial is at 
a later date in Lindsey Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from noon 
until the service time Saturday 
at the funeral home.  

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

RONNIE JEWELL
Rodney “Ronnie” Clark 

Jewell, 74, of Charleston, 
passed away at 10:10 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 7, 2018, at his 

r e s i d e n c e , 
surrounded 
by his lov-
ing family. 
He was a la-
bor pool as-
sembler for 
Trailmobile.

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
g r a v e s i d e 
services are 
at a later date 

in Grandview Cemetery.  
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is assisting the family 
with the arrangements. 

Mr. Jewell was born April 
26, 1944, at Tuscola, the 
son of Earl and Jessie Wells 
Jewell. He married Judy 
Bussart Sept. 13, 1964, 
at the Dudley Methodist 
Church in Dudley, and she 

JEWELL

ROBERT HUTCHCRAFT
Robert D. Hutchcraft, 81, 

of Paris, passed away Monday, 
Dec. 10, 2018, at Carle Foun-
dation Hospital, Urbana.

A memorial visitation is 1 
to 3 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 20, at 
Templeton Funeral Home. Pri-
vate interment is at a later date.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.
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BY GARY HENRY 
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Illinois is increasing the 
pressure on township govern-
ments to tax to the maximum 
level allowed.

The situation was discussed 
during the Wednesday, Dec. 
12, Edgar County Board meet-
ing. Highway engineer Aaron 
Lawson reported receiving a 
communication from the state 
indicating townships failing 
to impose the 5-cent Coun-
ty Aid to Township Bridge 
tax or meeting the maximum 
levy for road maintenance are 
in danger of losing state assis-
tance.

“The needy township funds 
arrived, and it is consistent 
with what we had in the past,” 
said Lawson. “We might have 

dodged the bullet this season. I 
consider that good news.”

Lawson explained the most 
recent needy township funds 
are based on the levies for 
the 2015 taxing cycle, but he 
is not sure what the state will 
do in the next funding period 
when the 2016 levies are re-
viewed. 

According to Lawson, the 
state has made it clear if the 
townships do not levy 5 cents 
for bridges, the state will not 
assist in bridge replacement 
and if the maximum levy is 
not used, the state will with-
hold needy township pay-
ments.

“Six townships don’t do the 
5-cent tax. They may not get 
it,” said Lawson. “That needy 
township is about what they 

tax residents. It’s half of their 
road budget.”

For several years, the high-
way department has received 
$195,000 annually from the 
state as needy township pay-
ment with instructions on how 
to divide the money between 
the 15 townships in Edgar 
County. That payment may 
decrease if the townships are 
not more aggressive with levy 
requests.

Edgar County Treasurer 
Don Wiseman considers it 
insulting the state is willing to 
take a punitive action toward 
local governments trying to 
keep taxes low, but he also ad-
mitted understanding the ra-
tionale.

“If they don’t take all they 
can, it implies they don’t need 

the money,” said Wiseman.
Lawson advised county 

board members he has shared 
the information with township 
road commissioners and other 
township officials so they un-
derstand the state’s position on 
the money.

County board chairman Jeff 
Voigt has also had conversa-
tions about the issue.

“We (the county) are not 
asking them (township offi-
cials) to go to the max, but they 
need to be aware there is a risk,” 
said Voigt.

Any more decreases of the 
Motor Fuel Tax coming into 
Edgar County is a concern for 
Lawson in light of what has 
happened in recent years. He 
said Edgar County has sus-
tained a 50 percent decrease 

in the state’s MFT payments 
since 2006. The MFT formula 
pays the county based on the 
number of license tags in the 
county. 

Townships receive MFT 
funds based on the actual 
number of road miles with-
in each jurisdiction. MFT 
though is a popular target for 
legislators to raid when mon-
ey is needed elsewhere

Board member Karl Farn-
ham Jr. thanked Lawson 
Wednesday morning for tak-
ing prompt action to replace 
broken or missing streets signs 
in the Vermilion area. He said 
the signs are important for 
first responders going to an 
emergency situation.

“People who know road 
markers are down need to the 

Pressure mounting on townships to increase levies
let the highway department 
know, and people with missing 
or damaged 911 address signs 
need to contact the 911 coor-
dinator for a free replacement,” 
said Farnham.

During the Wednesday 
morning session, the county 
board approved sending a no-
tice to Edgar County Special 
Services Area Ambulance, Inc. 
of the intention to renegotiate 
the contract or bid out ambu-
lance service in the special ser-
vice area. The notice is being 
sent well in advance before the 
present contract expires in the 
spring.

Voigt appointed board 
members Phil Ludington, 
Derrick Lorenzen and Farn-
ham as a temporary commit-
tee to begin the process.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates thanks those who came out for the 
Night of Honor at Family Heritage Church Tuesday, Dec. 11. The 
special service thanked first responders.

to comprehend the emotional 
and psychological toll work-
ing as a first responder takes 
on a person. She recalled one 
evening when Gale came 
home after responding to a 
call for a baby who stopped 
breathing.

“He held our child and 
cried,” Crain said, adding fam-
ily members can resent the 
time first responders must de-
vote to the job causing them 
to miss other events. “It wasn’t 
until my late husband’s funeral 
that I knew of the many lives 
he touched.”

Andrew Townsley, a mem-
ber of the church’s youth 
group, has already decided he 
wants to pursue a career as a 
firefighter or an EMT. That 
decision is driven by the per-
sonal experience of having 

both EMTs and firefighters 
care for him after collapsing 
from dehydration at the Terre 
Haute Airshow. 

“Thank you for taking time 
from your families to keep 
others safe,” he said.

Pastor Greg Townsley said 
it was a privilege to have the 
first responders present. He 
spoke of how the Bible tells 
the faithful they have an ob-
ligation to honor those who 
serve. 

He also noted the stress of 
serving as a first responder, 
coupled with open animos-
ity toward them from some 
members of the public, is a 
work situation that few can 
handle.

“You leave home statisti-
cally knowing you may not 
come home, or you may come 
home injured,” the pastor said. 
“It is my prayer that you are 
protected.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Terri Crain addresses local first responders during the Night of 
Honor at Family Heritage Church. Crain’s late husband Don Gale 
was a Paris police officer and she said only family members can 
understand the toll that serving as a first responder takes on 
an individual.

Fire chief Brian Gates 
thanked the church for host-
ing the first responders and 
recognizing the contribution 
they make to the community.

“We see people when they 
are at their worst,” said Gates. 
“If we don’t leave the station, 
it’s a good day because that 
means nobody is having a bad 
day.”

Mike Henness, Paris Po-
lice Chief, also thanked the 
church. He described the 
event as a morale booster for 
officers knowing there are 
those who appreciate what the 
police do for the community. 

“We deal with 90 percent of 
the public very few times, and 
when we do it is at the worst 
possible moment. That adds 
stress,” said Henness. “We 
deal with the other 10 percent 
of the public 90 percent of the 
time, and that adds stress.”

from income the county 
receives by renting part 
of the airport property as 
cropland. 

When construction starts 
in 2019 Feutz is responsible 
for relocating the fueling 
station at the airport and 
expanding to the west 
the concrete apron where 
airplanes park. The new fuel 
system makes use of one 
10,000-gallon tank already 
at the airport, adding a 
second 10,000-gallon tank 
and eliminating the smaller 
tanks currently in use. 
Other work around the fuel 
tanks includes a lighting 
system and a card reader so 
pilots may purchase fuel at 
any time, not just when the 
airport office is open.

Stolz anticipates IDOT 

survives.  
Other survivors include 

a daughter, Melinda (Bri-
an) Gaines of Newman; 
siblings, Rose (Don) Salt-
er of Paris, Lois Anderson 
of Clinton, Ind., Linda 
(Wayne) Studey of Clinton, 
Ind., Anna Currey of Clin-
ton, Ind., and John Jewell of 
Texas; three grandchildren, 
Kayla ( Jim) Ross of Reno, 
Ark., Joshua (Danica) 
McIntyre of Kansas, and 
Bailey (fiancé Dylan Camp-
bell) McIntyre of Brocton; 
and six great-grandchil-
dren, Russell, Lacy and 
Landon McIntyre, all of 
Kansas, James and Clark 
Ross, both of Reno, Ark., 
and Knox Campbell of 
Brocton.  

He was preceded in death 
by two children, Troy Jew-
ell and Melissa Jewell; and 
a brother, Paul Jewell.

Mr. Jewell was formerly 
in the Navy Reserves.

Online condolences at 
w w w.stewar tandcarrol l-
funeralhome.com.

will advertise in late January 
or early February a second 
project as ready. This work 
involves another apron 
expansion to the east and 
resurfacing of the parallel 
taxiway. 

“The goal is to try and get 
both done at the same time,” 
said county board member 
Derrick Lorenzen. 

Hanson has also submit-
ted two grant applications 
hoping to capture some 
of an additional $1 billion  
the federal government has 
made available for airport 
improvements. 

“The priority is for air-
ports in rural communities 
based on population,” said 
Stolz. “Your county fell into 
the priority category.” 

Hanson is seeking the 
money to lengthen the par-
allel taxiway and replacing 
the approach lights.

Lorenzen, a former Ma-
rine aviator, said the present 
approach lights are old and 
hard to repair. The approach 
lights are not on all of the 
time but can be activated as 
needed by pilots from the 
cockpit. The project will re-
wire the system and install 
new energy efficient light-
ing systems. 

Lengthening the parallel 
taxiway, Lorenzen said, is 
an important safety mea-
sure for pilots making an 
instrument approach to the 
airport. 

Stolz emphasized these 
are competitive grants 
and other airports are also 
seeking money to make im-
provements.

“There’s no guarantee 
you are going to get any-
thing,” he said.

Voigt acknowledged the 
possibility of not getting 
any extra federal money but 
still supported the effort.

“If we get just one fed-
eral grant, maybe we can 
advance other projects that 
have been delayed for a cou-
ple of years or more,” said 
Voigt.

Improvements to the 
airport came to a halt after 
Paris resident Robert Bogue 
filed complaints with both 
IDOT and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration regard-
ing moving the fuel tanks 
and expanding the apron. 
Bogue insisted the Edgar 
County Airport is not qual-
ified to use federal money. 

The two agencies took 
approximately 2 ½ years to 
review Bogue’s argument 
before ultimately rejecting 
it. As a result, the bids for 
the project to expand the 
apron and move the fuel 
depot came in higher than 
originally anticipated be-
cause of a rise in steel prices.

Stolz is unaware of any 
unresolved issues.

“We’ve got letters to pro-
ceed, and we intend to move 
ahead,” said Stolz.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Andrew Townsley thanks first 
responders for the work they 
do during a Night of Honor 
at Family Heritage Church. 
He said after experiencing 
firsthand the caring response 
of EMTs and firefighters during 
an emergency he has decided 
to become either an EMT or 
firefighter.

exception that has properly 
funded those pension obliga-
tions and praised city adminis-
trators and department heads 
for helping keep the city’s belt 
tight.

Following a state require-
ment, the council voted to 
close a revolving loan fund 
originally created by a com-
munity block grant from the 
Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Oppor-
tunity (DCEO) and remit 
more than $800,000 back to 
the state. 

Smith did not know why 
DCEO ended what he de-
scribed as a popular program.

“The city has done a lot of 
great things with that money,” 
said Smith. “We have helped 
businesses grow.”

Even though the money is 
going back to the state the city 
is supposed to receive a credit 
for the amount to use as two 
future block grants. 

“We have every intention of 
getting this money back,” said 
Smith.

A $30,000 contract was 
awarded to Francis Associates 
for a planning and engineering 
contract to build a water line 
from Paris to The Equity Feed 
Mill on the Horace-Brocton 
Road and then extend the line 
to the U.S. Route 36 and state 
Route 1 intersection to supply 
water to Chrisman. 

“We are in negotiation for 
water going up Route 1,” said 
Smith. “It’s a win-win for ev-
eryone. We are in the business 

of selling water.”
It is too early in the pro-

cess to say when water will 
start flowing. Smith said 
contracts with The Equi-
ty and Chrisman are still 
in the works and there are 
easements to acquire and 
engineering to complete.

He added those involved 
do not want to interfere 
with the farming season so 
laying pipe may not start 
until after the 2019 harvest. 

“I hope in a year we have 
water going to both places,” 
said Smith.

Commissioner Bob 
Boyer reported city attor-
ney Richard Kash com-
pleted the work necessary 
so the city can demolish 
fire damaged buildings at 
501 Douglas and 1408 Ten 
Broeck.

“There are four more we 
are working on,” Boyer said 
after the meeting.

Commissioner Jerry 
Branson said a $32,788 
bid by Warning Lights of 
Southern Illinois to make 
new street signs came in 
lower than anticipated. The 
city had a $70,000 Federal 
Highway Safety Improve-
ment Program grant to re-
place the street signs with 
newer versions that meet 
enhanced reflectivity re-
quirements. 

Branson said the lower 
than anticipated cost means 
the leftover grant money 
can go toward paying city 
employers for the time de-
voted to installing the new 
signs.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Crestwood taxpayers will 
receive a tax break follow-
ing action by the Crestwood 
Unit Four school board 
Wednesday, Dec. 12.

Superintendent of 
Schools Danette Young ex-
plained during the board’s 
annual bond review the 
district now has two out-
standing bonds which total 
$520,259 in payments for 
2019. She recommended 
— and the board approved 
— using $44,000 of the 1 
percent sales tax to help pay 
a portion of the bond pay-
ment. This will lower the 
tax rate, she said. The exact 
amount of the reduction 
will not be determined until 

the Equalized Assessed Val-
uation is determined.

In a related matter, the 
board held a truth in taxa-
tion hearing required by law 
if the levy increases more 
than 5 percent. There were 
no comments at the meet-
ing.

During the regular meet-
ing, the board unanimous-
ly approved a levy of $115 
million with an extension of 
$4,449,659.

The board also:
nApproved the workers 

compensation insurance re-
newal with Weis Insurance 
Agency at a cost of $10,953, 
a decrease of 4.17 percent.
nHeard Young and 

school principal Dan Lynch 
are putting together a pro-

Oustanding bond lowers tax
tocol to handle a bus 
emergency following the 
Normal West girls bas-
ketball team accident on 
Interstate 74. “We need to 
know who’s on the bus,” 
he said.
nApproved a family 

medical leave for Morgan 
Wood.
nRecognized four 

board members who have 
earned Level 1 status from 
the Illinois Association of 
School Boards — Paul 
Porter, Mary Liz Wright, 
Jarrod Dyer and Mike 
Reed.
nUrged parents to 

complete the Five Essen-
tial Survey currently avail-
able on the district web 
site.

 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Compassionate Food 
Ministry’s Food Pantry will 
not do a distribution Dec. 26.

Distributions are nor-
mally done on Wednesdays, 
but this year that is the day 

following Christmas. The 
closing is to give food pan-
try volunteers time to spend 
with their families over the 
holidays.

The regular distribution 
schedule resumes the follow-
ing week.

Food pantry is 
closing for one day
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Titans 
best last 
year’s 
record 

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122744@yhoo.com

OAKLAND — The 
Tri-County Titans have 
already managed to equal 
their win total from last 
season following a solid 
59-45 victory over Ar-
thur Okaw Christian at 
Oakland High School 
Tuesday night. 

In the opening quar-
ter, Tri-County used its 
quickness to manage an 
even distribution of 18 
points. 

 The Riders were only 
able to score from behind 
the three-point arc, hit-
ting two shots with the 
remainder of their points 
coming from the free 
throw line as TCT took 
an 18-9 lead.

In the second quarter,  
AOC continued to try 
to utilize the three-point 
shot, but only managed 
to hit one from behind 
the arc. 

The Titan defense 
held the Riders to just 5 
points. 

TCT got a boost off 
the bench in the quar-
ter as the duo of Kenzal 
Lloyd and Cole McClain 
combined for 8 of the Ti-
tans 10 points to give the 
home team a 28-14 lead 
going into the lockeroom 
at halftime.

AOC made some ad-
justments in the third 
quarter, forcing turn-
overs by the Titans, and 
capitalized on those mis-
cues.

Ian Lowry scored 8 
of the Riders 21 points.  
That swarming defense 
caused Tri-County to 
stumble as TCT only 
scored 12 points with 
Blake Lee managing 7 of 
them. 

The Titans lead was 
cut down to just 5 points 
40-35 heading into the fi-
nal 8 minutes of play.

In the final quarter 
the Titans get to the free 
throw line, going 7 of 10. 

The Riders offensive 
prowess went cold, only 
hitting one field goal in 
the period as Tri-County 
was able to secure the win 
59-45. 

The Titans were 24-65 
overall for the game for 
36.9 percent and 7-13 
from the line for 53.8 
percent. 

Three players hit 
double figures as Blake 
Lee led the way with 14 
points and Trenton Pin-
nell added 12. Mason 
Hutchinson finished with 
11 and Cole McClain had 
eight off the bench. 

TCT committed 14 
turnovers.

The Riders were just 
12-45 overall for 26.7 
percent and 15-23 from 
the line for 65.2 percent. 
Ian Lowry had a game-
high 20 points in the loss. 
AOC coughed up the ball 
15 times.

The Titans (8-2) will 
host the Tuscola War-
riors on Saturday after-
noon in Oakland at 1 p.m. 

Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. Helping 
You Get There is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward 
Jones makes sense for you, call 
or visit a financial advisor today.

TCT girls are unbeaten
State-ranked Lady Titans handle Arcola, Arthur Christian to move to 10-0 for the season

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122744@yhoo.com

KANSAS — The 
Tri-County Lady Titans girls 
basketball team picked up 
its ninth win of the season 
Thursday by defeating the Ar-
cola Purple Riders 53-29.

It was LOVC interdivi-
sion girls’ basketball action 
as the number five ranked 
Tri-County Titans took on 
the Arcola Purple Riders.  The 
Titans came into the contest 
at 9-0 looking to stay unde-
feated before a tough stretch 
of games to end the calendar 
year.  

The Titans were also with-
out the services of Tayler Bar-
ry, who was out due to con-
cussion protocol after hitting 
her head during Monday’s 
game against Arthur Okaw 
Christian.  

As the ball tipped, the suf-
focating pressure defense and 

speed of the Titans was just 
too much for the Riders to 
handle breezing to a 53-29 
win.

The Titans took control.  
attacking the basket at every 
chance they were given using 
their full court pressure along 
with inside presence.

The duo of Harley Barry 
and Kiersten Price-Wilson 
combined for 13 of TCT’s 
21 first quarter points.  The 
Riders had their troubles try-
ing to find passing lanes only 
managing 10 points to give 
the Titans a 21-10 lead after 
eight minutes.

That opening stanza was 
the theme for the rest of the 
game as the Titans game 
plan continued to stymie the 
Riders all night long outscor-
ing Arcola 32-19 the rest of 
the game to cruise to the 24 
point win.  Near the end of 
the fourth quarter, the Titans 

got to work on game manage-
ment using a four corners of-
fense that eventually ran out 
the last 2:30 of the game as 
the Riders didn’t allow for any 
inside movement towards the 
basket.

TCT was 20 of 57 overall 
for 35.1 percent and 10 of 14 
from the free throw line for 
71.4 percent.  One hiccup of 
the evening was turnovers as 
the Titans committed 19.  Ki-
ersten Price-Wilson led the 
way with 16 points and eight 
rebounds while Harley Barry 
finished with a double-dou-
ble scoring 14 points and add-
ing 10 steals.  Maiya Eskew 
had 10 points and five assists 
in the win.

Arcola was 9 of 35 for 25.7 
percent and 9 of 23 for 39.1 
percent.  The Riders ended 
the night with 30 turnovers.  
Olivia Key led the way with 
nine points and Kaylee Houl-

bauch added seven in the loss.
The Titans (10-0) will host 

the Neoga Indians on Mon-
day in Oakland at 6 p.m.

TCT 67, AOC 50
HUME — It was high 

school girls basketball action 
Monday (Dec. 10) At Shiloh 
High School as the Tri-Coun-
ty Titans — ranked fifth in 
the Associated Press IHSA 
Class 1A poll — took on the 
Arthur Okaw Christian Con-
quering Riders.  

This game was the second 
of a four game homestand 
that started off with an easy 
68-21 on Saturday against 
Champaign Centennial, but 
the Conquering Riders were 
no slouch themselves coming 
in at 4-2.

At the end of the night, the 
Titans left knowing they were 
in a battle.  After a close open-
ing five minutes, the Titans 

used almost everything they 
had to finally pull away from a 
Riders team that wouldn’t go 
away coming out with a 67-
50 win that ended up being 
a much closer game than the 
final score indicated.

The first opening five min-
utes of the game saw both 
teams come out with fire and 
gusto as the visiting Riders 
were intimidated with the Ti-
tans being tied at 10-10 at that 
point.  Tri-County then used 
the play of Tayler Barry on the 
defensive end as the Titans 
outscored the Riders 10-3 the 
rest of the first quarter to take 
a 20-13 lead after eight min-
utes.  Barry scored nine of the 
TCT’s 20 points.

The second quarter saw the 
Riders used some basic half 
court basketball using quick 
passing and dribble pene-
tration to get the Titans into 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Dec. 8 basketball 
game between Chrisman 
and Hutsonville-Palestine 
at Hutsonville turned out 
to be more than a regular 
sporting event.

Chrisman High School 
Principle Cole Huber con-
firmed a series of events 
resulted in the Cardinals 
forfeiting the game. 

As Huber understands 
the progression of events, 
there was a disagreement 
between Chrisman fans 
and referees over how the 
game was officiated.

Coach Lane Good re-
ceived a technical foul and 
was subsequently ejected 
from the game. 

After that, a referee 
called a technical foul 
against the Chrisman fans, 
and they were ordered to 
leave the gym. 

Some reports indicat-
ed the Cardinal players 
walked off the floor before 
the game was over, but Hu-
ber disputes that.

“Leaving was decided 
mutually by the coaching 
staff, the referees and the 
Hutsonville school officials 
on a safety issue. It was a 
hostile environment,” said 
Huber.

He added the referees, 
as required, filed a report 
with the Illinois High 
School Association – the 
governing organization of 
high school sports.

“We’ve been in in con-
tact several times this week 
with Coach Good, the 
IHSA and the Hutsonville 
administration,” said Hu-
ber.

According to Huber, all 
parties are satisfied since 
Good served a one-game 
suspension, which is pro-
tocol after getting ejected 
from a game. 

Huber said at this point 
in time everything appears 
resolved, and he does not 
anticipate any repercus-
sions from the IHSA.

Cards 
forfeit 
game 
Chrisman fans 
booted from gym

8-2 Tri-County
faces Tuscola
today at Oakland

See TCT, Page 10A

Paris falls to Olney 65-33
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas86@gmail.com

The Paris Tigers fell to the visiting 
Olney Tigers Friday night 65-33, in a 
swift moving game throughout. 

Paris Head Coach Shawn Nugent 
knew it was one of the better teams in 
the LIC if not many of the surround-
ing counties. 

“They’re one of the better teams 
we’re going to face all year.,” Nugent 
observed. “We had them within 10 
in the second quarter, and they just 
turned it on with their fast breaks.” 

Olney came out on fire from be-
yond the arc in the firt quarter as they 
knocked down two threes from near-
ly the same spot, a minute and a half 
into the game. 

Garrett King nailed a three point-
er for Paris to make it 8-6 Olney 
halfway through the quarter. Colton  
Landrum tied it up at 8 with his own 
fast break and made a tough layup 
bouncing off bodies while driving to 
the lane, making the score 14-10 Ol-
ney into the second. 

“I saw some leadership tonight 
out of Colton tonight,” Nugent said. 
“He’s been doing that well in practice 
and I pointed that out.” 

After a Matthew Brouwer 18-foot 
jump shot, the Paris offense had trou-
ble manufacturing shots thanks to 
Olney’s quick defense. 

After a fast break bucket, Olney 
nailed another three with 5:20 left 
making it 20-12 in their favor. The 
visitors then converted two more fast 
breaks, forcing a Paris timeout at  the 
3:06 mark. 

Brouwer led an exciting sequence 
for the Tigers right after. 

After scoring on a layup, the Paris 
tall man blocked a shot nearly out 
of bounds on defense. After hustling 
downcourt, he received a perfect oft 
touch pass from Jude Sullivan for an-
other layup. 

Paris did not end the quarter on a 
strong note, however, throwing the 
ball away on an inbound pass leading 
to an Olney basket.

The Tigers then gave up  a three 
pointer just before the buzzer after 
Olney held the ball for nearly 40 sec-
onds looking for a last shot. The visi-
tors took a 32-17 lead into the lock-
erroom.

The Olney Tigers opened the third 
quarter the same way they opened 
the first quarter with two three point-
ers sandwiched around one from  
Landrum. 

Two blocks from Brouwer only 
slowed the eventual Olney eruption. 
The visiting Tigers went on a 10-0 
run, with two corner three pointers 
and an alley oop layup on a fast break. 

Brouwer made another basket to 
make it 48-22, but the Olney scoring 
onslaught continued with another 
three and fast break opportunities, 
thanks to Paris turnovers. 

Olney ended the third quarter up 
58-22. 

“They shot lights out from three, 
I’m not sure if they missed one in the 
second half,” Nugent said.

The newly instituted running clock 

came into play in the fourth, as both 
teams kept most of their rotation 
players in the game until the 5 minute 
mark. 

Paris got baskets from Bryce Glad-
ding and John Lawles during the 
quarter. 

The Tigers will have two long road 
trips next week, with one on Tuesday 
to Tolono Unity, and the second next 
Friday to Salem. 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Logan Rhoads splits a pair of Olney defenders and finds the open shot during Friday 
night’s battle of the Tigers at Paris High School gym. Paris fell to their Little Illini 
Conference foe 65-33 .
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Gift Certificates
for the upcoming 2019 golf season

Contact Jessica Bartos at 264-3398 
or Janis Ludeks at 251-4365

We will deliver the gift certificates to you.

Dreaming of a Green 

Christmas?

Youth membership are $200 for the 2019 golf season 
and would make a great gift the junior golfer in your

 family (excludes cart). 

Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
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Specials

Flavor of the week:
Egg Nog

Pulled Pork
$3.50

Cod Fish Sandwich, 
Fries & Drink  

$6.50
Homemade Soups:  

Vegetable Beef & Chili   

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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three just over a minute into 
the game. A steal and score 
from Kaitlyn Coombes gave 
Paris-Crestwood its first lead 
of the night at 5-4. The first 
quarter ended with Mendon 
Unity leading Crestwood 9-5. 

The offense managed to 
pick up the pace in the sec-
ond quarter as Grace Sullivan 
scored on an impressive shot 
while being fouled. The ensu-
ing free throw pulled the Lady 
Eagles within one at 8-9. 

It appeared as though 
Crestwood would go into the 
halftime break down 15-10 
but some quick ball-handling 
from Kendra Young opened 
up a three-point opportunity 
and Young nailed the shot as 
the buzzer sounded, sending 
the Lady Eagles into halftime 
down just two at 15-13. 

Tingley said that the team’s 
slow start to the game was a 
point of emphasis at halftime 
in the locker room. 

“I have never seen these 
girls play two bad halves of 
basketball in a game,” Tingley 
said. “We had all the confi-
dence in the world that we 
would come out in the sec-
ond half and do what we do 
to make a difference in the 
game.” 

The team looked reinvigo-
rated coming out of the break, 

opening the third quarter on a 
6-2 run. 

Trinity Tingley scored the 
first points of the run on a 
breakaway layup with 5:08 
left on the clock. Just 8 sec-
onds later, Tingley forced 
another steal and scored off 
of that as well, extending the 
lead to 17-15. 

After slipping behind mo-
mentarily at 22-21, Grace 
Sullivan scored for the Lady 
Eagles, pushing their lead 
back to 23-22. Another basket 
from Tingley left Crestwood 
leading 25-24 at the end of 
the third quarter. 

A big basket came from 

Kendra Young as she made 
a three-pointer to open the 
fourth quarter, extending the 
lead to 28-24. 

The two teams exchanged 
defensive blows with each 
other through the next three 
minutes of the period. Men-
don pulled within one at 28-
27 but Sullivan scored again 
to go up three with 2:05 re-
maining. 

Tingley stole her fourth 
ball of the night with 1:43 left 
and scored again, pushing the 
lead up to 32-27. 

It appeared as though 
Crestwood was going to be 
able to wrap up a win eas-

ily but Mendon Unity was 
unwilling to give up. They 
clawed their way back at the 
Lady Eagles, making it 32-31 
with 48 seconds on the clock.

The Lady Colts were then 
forced to foul and Sullivan 
found herself on the charity 
stripe. Sullivan made three 
clutch free throws to main-
tain the Crestwood lead and 
a final free throw by Deming 
Hawkins sealed the win at 36-
31. 

“There was never a doubt 
in my mind that they would 
continue to fight,” Missy Tin-
gley said “We have prepared 
for these situations and we 
were able to make a run and 
make free throws down the 
run. I couldn’t be more proud 
of them.” 

Trinity Tingley finished 
the game with a team-high 
11 points, four steals and one 
rebound. Kaitlyn Coombes 
six points, four rebounds and 
three steals. Kendra Young 
scored eight points, two steals 
and one rebound. Grace Sul-
livan scored ten points, three 
rebounds and two steals. 
Deming Hawkins scored one 
point with three steals and 
two rebounds. 

The win marked the 50th 
consecutive win for the Lady 
Eagles. The streak stretches 
back to their third place victo-
ry in the state tournament in 
the 2016 season. 

into some foul trouble to 
get to the free throw line.  
AOC went 8 of 10 from the 
line in the frame despite only 
making three shots as part of 
their 15 points.  The Titans 
continued to use the surge 
of Tayler Barry once again as 
Barry scored 11 of TCT’s 22 
points in the quarter.  That 
surge counteracted the Rid-
ers output as Tri-County took 
a 42-28 lead into the locker 
room.  

The third quarter saw both 
teams go blow for blow with 
AOC using their offensive 
scheme to form as Alexa 

Franklin scored seven of the 
Riders 11 points.  The Titans 
had their troubles handling 
the ball as the Riders used 
some pressure to force some 
unlikely turnovers.  However, 
Tri-County still manged to 
score 11 points to keep their 
lead at 14 points heading into 
the final frame with a 53-39 
lead.  

The fourth quarter saw 
the Riders still used their 
strong passing and inside 
penetration to keep the heat 
on the Titans getting to the 
free throw line hitting 6 of 
9 as part of their 11 points.  
However, the Titans finally 
got to move the ball and uti-
lize some clock management 

TCT
FROM PAGE 9A

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press

The scoreboard tells the story — the Crestwood Lady Eagles are 
state champions.

down the stretch as the trio of 
Kiersten Price-Wilson, Harley 
Barry, and Bella Dudley com-
bined to score all 14 points 
in the frame to secure the 17 
point win.

Tri-County finished the 
night 27 of 74 for 36.5 percent 
and 8 of 11 from the charity 
stripe for 72.7 percent.  

Tayler Barry led all scor-
ers with 23 points of 10 of 
21 before having to leave the 
game in the second half due 
to hitting the floor with her 
head diving for a loose ball.  
Kiersten Price-Wilson added 
16 and Harley Barry had 12 

points, eight steals, and seven 
assists.  

Maiya Eskew had seven re-
bounds in the win.  One con-
cern on the night was turn-
overs as TCT coughed it up 
22 times.

AOC was 14 of 41 overall 
for 34.1 percent and 18 of 25 
from the line for 72 percent.  
Alexa Franklin finished with 
22 points on 6 of 16 shoot-
ing and 8 of 9 from the line.  
Amanda Franklin added 12 
points on 4 of 13 shooting 
and 3 of 6 from the line.  The 
Riders turned the ball over 32 
times.

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandudas86@gmail.com

CASEY — The Paris Lady 
Tigers took home a solid 
road victory Monday (Dec. 
10) over the Casey-Westfield 
Lady Warriors 68-33.  

The Lady Tigers were with-
out Sarah Isaf, and again doled 
her minutes out to the fresh-
man tandem of Madyson Rig-
don and Katelynn Littleton. 
Also of note was severe ankle 
injury to forward Brooklyn 
Westerfield. 

Down two starters for the 
foreseeable future, Head 
Coach Dave Tingley knows 
he has a roster capable of ad-
justing. 

“Our big worry is all those 
games coming up in the 
Charleston Holiday Tourna-
ment,” Tingley said. “Right 
now, we don’t know if she 
came down on it or landed on 
a foot, but it’s inside the ankle, 
which isn’t the best news.” 

Tingley said he “put Kar-
ring Krabel inside against 
their zone in Brooklyn’s spot, 
and she really dominated. She 
made tough physical shots 
from the paint all evening.”

The position move may 
have helped account for Kra-
bel’s frequent touches and 
tough play, resulting in her 
season high 29 points. 

Casey used a zone defense 
all night, almost demanding 
that the Tigers shoot outside. 

They were able to do so to the 
clip of 41 percent on 7 of 17 
shooting from three point dis-
tance.

After a tight first quarter 
where Casey only found 
themselves down 13-12 at 
the end, Paris continued to 
run very similar offensive 
sets with slight alterations 
based on what the defense 
does for almost the whole 
game. 

“The Casey zone defense 
was really tough. Most of the 
time we want to work the ball 
inside out anyway, so we just 
went with a 2-1-2 zone of-
fense,” Tingley explained. 

The Paris offense took off 
with this game plan, scoring 
17 points in the second and 
30 in the third. 

Krabel poured in twenty 
points between the two quar-
ters, whole freshman Kate-
lynn Littleton splashed down 
three total three pointers in 
the third, part of 14 points for 
the game. 

Casey only managed four 
second quarter points, and six 
in the fourth and Paris quick 
defense took command. “We 
used our defense and pressure 
to adapt since we we’re going 
so small. It wasn’t our best 
rebounding night, and miss-
ing Brooklyn and even Sarah 
doesn’t help, but we scrapped 
through a game we had to 
have.”  

Lady Tigers take 
solid road victory
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Tiger football team feted
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

Following a season of the 
magnitude of the one the Paris 
Tiger football team just com-
pleted, Coach Jeremy Clod-
felder felt a more formal gath-
ering would be appropriate to 
put a bow in this year.

The 2018 edition of the 
winningest Tiger football team 
in history was honored one 
final time in a fitting cap to a 
record-breaking season. Nearly 
200 players, parents, cheerlead-
ers, grandparents and others 
gathered in the gym. The cost of 
the meal for the players, coach-
es and cheerleaders was paid by 
North American Lighting.

Clodfelder began the evening 
by thanking his assistant coach-
es, administration, athletic direc-
tor Creighton Tarr, the school 
board, the community, and most 
importantly, his players. 

Starting the night off was 
a few awards presented by 
groups in the community. 

Winning the coveted Lewis 
D. Hopper Methodist Men’s 
Good Sportsmanship Award 
was Caleb Mullenix. Earning 
the Paris Fire Department 24/7 
Award was Sam Mays. The Par-
is Sports Network-Kevin Craig 
Titanium Award was  presented 
to Josh Wood. 

The junior varsity team was 
honored for its 6-1 season. Best 
lineman went to Ethan Branch, 
the defensive MVP went to 
Jude Sullivan and there were 
co-winners of the Offensive 
MVP award with Danny Perry 
and Mason Hutchings sharing 
that honor.

The Tiger coach began the 
portion of the evening to his 
team and their accomplish-
ments by recounting the sea-
son. Coming off of a school-re-
cord 10-1 season, there were 
understandably numerous 
records set. 

Among the new school re-
cords included highest passing 
percentage in a single game set 
by Hunter Newlin (shared by 
Clay Bess in 2009); most pass 
receptions in a game-Josh Will-
moth(11); most receptions in 
a season-Caleb Mullenix (39), 
and in a career-Mullenix(89). 
Mullenix also tied the record 
for most TD receptions in a 
season with Chase Brinkley in 
2008 with eight.

Quarterback Caleb Gates tied 
the record for most TD passes in 
a season with 14(Brody Spen-
cer-2017); he set the record for 
longest pass completion with an 
80-yard touchdown pass to Mul-
lenix against Newton.

Three separate players set re-
cords for best rushing average 
this season as Coy Landrum 
set the single-game mark with 
a 35.3 yards-per-carry aver-
age; Mason Hutchings set the 
season-long mark with a 12.2 
ypc average, and Mullenix set 
the career mark with a 12.5 
average. Mullenix set the mark 
for the most points scored in 
a season with 102 total points 

this year. 
Following the graduation of 

Jacob Wesley last season, Clod-
felder wondered how good his 
kicking game would be this 
year. His tensions were eased 
with the emergence of sopho-
more placekicker Garrett King 
who tied the record for most 
extra points in a game with five 
against Lawrenceville (Wesley 
in 2016, and Robert Morris 
three times in 2008 and 2009). 
He established the career mark 
with 34 extra points this year. 

On the subject of special 
teams, Mullenix added his 
name there as well with three 
punt returns for a touch-
down this year(which is good 
enough for third all-time ac-
cording to ihsa.com), and five 
in his career (which is also tied 
for third all-time). 

The list of team records is 
astonishing as one might ex-
pect with high marks set for 
best record(10-1), most wins 
in a season, deepest run in 
the playoffs(Sweet 16), most 
points scored(472), most to-
tal yards(4,197), most first-
downs(202), fewest points 

allowed(134), most rushing 
TD’s in a season(39), and most 
passing TD’s in a season(21).

The Tigers placed 10 players 
on the Little Illini All-Confer-
ence list as Caleb Gates, Mulle-
nix, Jacob Gates(OL & DL), Na-
than Zorn, and Josh Willmoth 
earned first-team honors. Coy 
Landrum, Hudson Hollis, Mul-
lenix(defensive back), and Coo-
per Block garnered second-team 
honors, and Sam Mays earned 
honorable mention. 

All Wabash-Valley honors 
went to Mullenix and Jacob 
Gates(1st team), and honor-
able mentions went to Caleb 
Gates, Willmoth, Block, Zorn, 
and Landrum.

The Illinois High School 
Football Coaches Association 
honored Jacob Gates with a 
first-team all-state award, and 
an honorable-mention to Caleb 
Mullenix. These two players, 
along with Caleb Gates, were 
also recognized as IHSFCA Ac-
ademic All-State members. 

Clodfelder wrapped up the 
evening with team awards. 
Winning the most improved 
award was Mason Stuck; most 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Earning Little Illini Conference first, second team or honorable mention honors for the Paris Tiger 
football team are seated, from left, Coy Landrum, Nathan Zorn, Caleb Gates, Caleb Mullenix and 
Hudson Hollis. Second row, from left, Cooper Block, Jacob Gates, Josh Willmoth and Sam Mays. 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Earning team honors for the 2018 Paris Tiger football team were first row, from left, Caleb Gates, 
Caleb Mullenix, Hudson Hollis and Jacob Gates. Second row, from left, Coach Jeremy Clodfelder, 
Cooper Block, Josh Willmoth and Mason Stuck.

valuable offensive lineman 
went to Hollis; most-valuable 
defensive lineman went to 
Block. The defensive MVP 
award went to Willmoth, and 
the offensive co-MVP’s were 
Mullenix and Caleb Gates; 
team MVP winner was Jacob 
Gates, and the Tiger Award 
went to Block. 
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Lady Eagles take championship

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press
Lady Eagle Kaitlyn Coombes (4) drives around a Mendon Unity 
defender in the IESA state championship game Thursday in 
Havana. Coombes finished with 6 points.

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press

Members of the Crestwood eighth grade girls basketball team are mobbed by fellow students and cheerleaders following their 36-
31 victory in the IESA Class 8-2A state championship. It wasn’t easy, but the Lady Eagles found a way to get it done despite being 
behind at halftime.

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press

With the championship medals around their necks, the Crestwood Lady Eagles hoist the IESA 
Class 8-2A championship trophy just presented to them by their Superintendent of Schools 
Danette Young. Crestwood won the game 36-31.

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press

These seven eighth grade girls basketball players finished their junior high baskerball careers with a perfect 50-0 record — and 
two state titles. Standing, from left, are Trinity Tingley, Grace Sullivan, Deming Hawkins, Kendra Young, Gracie Adams, Jacoba 
Harcar and Kaitlyn Coombes.

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press

Surrounded by their student fans and cheerleaders, the Crestwood Lady Eagles eighth grade girls basketball team flexes their muscles to celebrate their second consecutive state championship. The 
seven eighth graders on the team have not lost a game since the semi-finals of the seventh grade state tournament in 2016 — when they were sixth graders. The team has compiled a record of 50-0 
during their seventh and eighth grade seasons.

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press

Crestwood Lady Eagle players celebrate their 2018 Class 8-2A state championship as the buzzer 
sounded Thursday evening at Havana High School. There were tears, cheers, hugs and plenty of 
high fives to go around.

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press
A passionate Crestwood Coach Missy Tingley talks to her play-
ers during a timeout in Thursday’s state title game.

Jill Coombes/For The Prairie Press

Lady Eagle Kendra Young sinks a three-point shot during Thurs-
day’s eighth grade championship game at Havana High School 
Thursday.
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She was a mystery within a 
mystery, or to say it different-
ly, a puzzle within an enigma.  

Many sto-
ries about 
her are Paul 
Bunyan-
type 
folklore. 
Others are 
unsubstanti-
ated rumors. 
Still others 
are based on 
solid facts. 

No question, 
she was real.  

Did Mahala weigh 300 
pounds, as certain writers 
suggest? Alternative figures 
I’ve read are 510, 560, and 
600. Probably 650, most 
researchers have concluded. 
One estimate was 700.  

In September, I listened 
to an authoritative speaker 
say all those estimates are far 
from accurate. New research 
has placed her weight at 1,250 
pounds. Now that’s a woman 
who could keep a husband 
warm in bed. Unquestionably 
she was big. She was also 
mysterious.

It’s kinda difficult to 
pinpoint her actual name. 
Apparently it was Mahalia, 
often shortened to Mahala. 
Somehow there are references 
as Mary and Betsy. Many 
neighbors called her Aunt 
Mahala.

She was a Melungeon who 
lived from approximately 
1824 to 1898, credited to 
have died at age 75. If you 
wonder who the Melungeons 
were/are, that’s difficult to 
explain, another mystery. 
At the time of Mahala’s 
death they were mostly a 
lightly colored race living on 
Newman’s Ridge, Hancock 
County, in eastern Tennessee, 
numbering in the hundreds 
(thousands today). Modern 
DNA research finds many of 
them to possess Portuguese 
genes, but mixed with Chero-
kee Indian, various European 
groups and even the blood of 
Middle Eastern Arabs.  

Theories claim the originals 
were descendants of the 
vanished settlers of the Lost 
Colony of Roanoke. Others 
suggest shipwrecked sailors 
on the east coast during the 
1600s. A lesser theory says 
they are the Lost Tribe of 
Israel. How they ended up in 
Tennessee is another mystery.

Mahala grew up, mar-
ried and lived in a cabin on 
Newman’s Ridge, near the top 
of a peak called Old Baldy. 
The only approach to the 
Melungeon settlement was 
via a steep hiking trail. Horse-
drawn wagons had to park 
three miles distant. None of 
the white folks in the flatlands 
wanted anything to do with 
what they considered an un-
pure race. Mahala apparently 
lived her entire life in a circle 
within three miles from her 
cabin – never saw a locomo-
tive – never saw a town.

She was a big girl when she 
married in her teens. In all 
likelihood, she grew bigger 
each year until her waistline 
measured nine feet or more 
in diameter. For decades the 
woman was confined in the 
cabin – couldn’t walk through 
the door.

What made her locally 
famous was her occupa-
tion, distilling moonshine 
whiskey. It was reputedly 
mellow and of high quality. 
Distilled in the cabin and 
much in demand. Numerous 
sheriffs and revenue agents 
placed her under arrest 
throughout the years, but 
that’s all they accomplished. 
She simply laughed at them. 
They couldn’t take her to jail 
because they couldn’t remove 
her from the cabin. Even if 
they had succeeded, no way 
could the lawmen transport 
her down the steep cliffs of 
the ridge. They did smash her 
still two or three times, which 
was easily replaced.  

Mahala was friendly to 
everyone – not a mean bone 
in her body – cheerful to 

Mahalia 
Mullins: 
legendary 
woman 

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

This is rush time for gift 
shopping. SMART technol-
ogy is a tempting tool for 
accomplishing this task, but 
as we’ll see those devices are 
manipulating our search. This 
is an often hidden fact, but 
one worth shinning some 
light on. 

The price people pay for 
convenience is privacy. We 
have entered the world of 
1984 predicted by George 
Orwell back in 1949, but 
even Orwell did not foresee 
our complete surrender. 

As phrased by presidential 
advisor, Kellyanne Conway, 
we live in a time of alternative 
facts and dis-information. 
What makes that especially 
heinous is the laser like preci-
sion used to target the most 

receptive. Our own smart 
technology is being used to 
manipulate us.

People 
have accept-
ed or per-
haps don’t 
understand 
what they 
are sacrific-
ing. When 
Illinois 
proposed 
FOID 
cards for 

gun owners many fought 
hard, fearing if the govern-
ment knew where the guns 
were, they could take them 
away. Today, the government 
knows much more and people 
willingly give away their 
deepest secrets. Orwell said to 

keep a secret you must even 
hide it from yourself to avoid 
divulging. 

The European Union is 
more proactive at protecting 
citizens’ privacy, perhaps 
because they endured the 
propaganda manipulation of 
the 20th Century. The EU 
recently mandated website 
owners must get permission 
to place cookies on personal 
devices. You have seen the 
agreement reading, “site uses 
cookies to improve your 
experience, do you agree to 
allow cookies?”  We click yes 
or swipe to accept and give 
away our privacy.

Cookies are small text 
files saved on a computer or 
phone to record what sites 
and when a person visited 

and the information viewed. 
It is not simply a matter of 
when returning to that site the 
managing software can target 
personal interests.  Every oth-
er site also knows a person has 
been looking for a new TV or 
dress or something else. Now 
search sites and social media 
places ads on the side to target 
the viewer. 

This is just the tip and far 
from the most severe inva-
sions of privacy. Unless you 
live in the cabin in the woods, 
you have no privacy – except 
even that cabin shows up on 
satellite image for maps.

We live in a completely 
interconnected online world. 
Storage is cheap and com-
munications instantaneous. 
There is an economy of infor-

mation, and we each have a 
profile far larger than anything 
the FBI ever collected on their 
Top 10 Most Wanted. Your 
life is profiled, cataloged and 
bartered as a currency. 

Google started the 
clickware data economy. 
Our searches speak volumes. 
News articles we read create 
a detailed picture of our po-
litical views, our social status 
and our interests. Political 
campaigns can direct their 
message into target rich 
populations and work harder 
to reach the fringe crowd. 
Campaigns no longer waste 
time or money on popula-
tions totally opposed to the 
candidate.

The infamous Cambridge 

Interconnected technology has killed privacy

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

The first year of our mar-
riage, we lived in a trailer park. 
Not much of one, but then, 
neither was 
the trailer. 
Our relatives 
did not 
worry about 
it, being 
convinced 
we would 
not last. 
They had 
good reason, 
I guess.

We are into our 52nd year, 
but they may hold fast to their 
prediction. Over the course of 
matrimony, we have thrown 
enough at each other to fill a 
dumpster. 

My wife came from a 
stubborn family. So did I. She 
had a volatile temper. So did 
I. Sometimes, it got so heated 
we had to open the door. That 
reminds me of something I 
read about the early settlers.

According to a traveler, who 
stopped at a log cabin during 
a winter storm, the door was 
wide open. If this was a unique 
thing, or testimony to the 
stupidity of the residents, the 
visitor drew no conclusions.

From my experience living 
in the little trailer with my 
wife, I suspect there were some 
pretty heated arguments in 
the cabin. Look at it this way, 
chopping firewood is tough 
work; it does not make much 
sense to leave a door open 
during a blizzard.

Whether it was a general 
practice of pioneers to leave 
their doors open in the winter, 
who knows? History books are 
silent on the subject. History 
books go for the big things, 
which is unfortunate.

But, we are drifting from 
the subject intended – that 
being our first Christmas tree. 
We decided to get a live tree. 
Our choice, dictated, by our 
wallets, was rather deficient.

The tree, besides being 
scrawny, was challenged 
vertically; at a certain point it 
inclined. I sawed the base of 
the trunk at different angles, 
hoping to counter-balance 
gravity. 

The repetition went on for 
roughly a half-hour (thereby 
giving credence to Einstein’s 
definition of insanity). My 
wife offered advice, which was 
sound, but, according to the 
Sacred Book of Guyhood, had 
to be rejected.

With the rejection, the 
Christmas spirit temporally 
exited, replaced by something 
akin to war.

Advice, being as welcome 
as the plague, and being in no 
mood for defiance from a tree 
and my wife’s commonsense, I 
erupted; flung open the trailer 
door and kicked the tree out. 
When things like this happen, 
women press male buttons.

The argument erupted to 
the point where neighbors 
rushed to their windows to 
see what was the matter. No 
one called the police, or the 
police, aware of the dangers 
of interrupting an argument 
between a husband and wife 
over a Christmas tree, chose 
to remain in their station.

When tempers had cooled, 
and affections came into play, 

The fight 
before 
Christmas

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

See CODGER, Page 2B

Each Sunday on our way to church 
Tom and I turn on WILL-580, the 
local PBS radio station out of Cham-
paign, for the puzzle 
with Will Shortz, 
the New York Times 
crossword puzzle 
editor. Our children 
never appreciated 
the five minutes it 
took to play along, 
but they usually 
joined in and many 
times were able to 
get the answers fast-
er than their parents in the front seat. 

A few years ago, around Christmas 
time, when we tuned in for the puz-
zle, we heard instead a story about 
Christmas. It is one everyone should 
hear to appreciate what Christmas 
should be all about. 

This story came to mind the 
other day when we received a box 
of oranges. Many local FFA groups 
sell boxes of fruit as a fundraiser at 
Christmas time. The oranges this 
year were phenomenal as far as flavor. 
When one peeled the fruit you could 
smell it a room away, and they tasted 
so good. I am not sure if it was the 
weather this past year in Florida, but 
these oranges were the best I have 
had in a long time.  

Allow me to tie this story together. 
In our society today, many people 
would not be impressed with an 
orange in their stocking along with 
some hard candy and maybe a few 
nuts in a shell. Nowadays, Christmas 
gifts are over the top and adults max 
out their credit cards trying to give 
everyone way too much. 

Years ago this was not the case. 
Years ago if you received even one 
orange at Christmas time, it was a 
luxury item, especially if you lived 
in northern climates. Very wealthy 
noble men might have their own 
orangery, a hot house for growing 
oranges, but this was not possible 
for everyday citizens.  

During the Depression, receiving 
an orange at Christmas time was a 
special treat. The story I heard was 
written and told by John Henry 
Faulk.  He was a gifted storyteller and 
radio broadcaster, born and raised 
in Texas, and he first told this story 
in 1974 for NPR’s, “Voices in the 
Wind.” 

It is still possible to hear the story 
by searching online for John Henry 
Faulk’s, “The Christmas Story.” You 
truly are a Grinch if this story does 
not move you. For those still fortu-
nate enough to have an older relative 
in the family, ask them about past 
Christmas memories and oranges. 

Oranges are not just for filling out 
the toe of a Christmas stocking but 
are also great to eat as a snack. During 
the holidays when we are exposed to 
so many germs the extra vitamin C 
oranges provide can go a long way to 
helping one’s immune system fight 
off colds and flu. A whole orange pro-

More than just juice  

RUTH 
PATCHETT
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

CANDIED ORANGE PEEL

2 oranges, scrubbed 
¾ cup sugar
1 cup water

Use a sharp knife or orange peeler 
to cut peel in 1-inch strips from top 
to bottom. You only want the peel 
and not the pith of the orange. Cut 
the strips in half lengthwise and 
then into ½-inch wide strips. In a 
small heavy saucepan, combine the 
sugar and water and bring to a boil 

over medium heat. Add the strips of 
orange peel and gently simmer for 
10 minutes. Remove from heat and 
let cool in the syrup. Store covered in 
airtight container for several weeks. 

CHRISTMAS STOVE TOP 
POTPOURRI

Fresh oranges, cranberries and 
cinnamon sticks simmer on the 
stove to create an amazing aroma 
that’s perfect for the holidays. The 
best Christmas scent that will have 
your house smelling warm and 
inviting in no time!

1/2 cup fresh cranberries
1 orange (sliced)
4 cinnamon sticks (broken in half)
1 Tablespoon cloves
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
2-3 cups water

Combine ingredients in a small pot 
and simmer over low heat for as long 
as desired. Add more water if it gets 
low. Enjoy the holiday scent!

Special to The Prairie Press 

For many baby boomers, nothing says Christmas more than fresh oranges. Many found the citrus fruit in stockings on 
Christmas morning along with chocolate drops or haystacks from Van Dyke’s. Besides being great to eat, oranges can 
provide decoration and the aroma of Christmas with potpourri. 

Special to The Prairie Press 

Pomanders became popular Christmas decorations during the mid-13th centu-
ry in France. They can be a bag containing fragrant herbs and might be viewed 
as an early form of aromatherapy. One modern style of pomander is made by 
studding an orange or other fruit with whole dried cloves and letting it cure 
dry, after which it may last several years. This modern pomander serves the 
functions of perfuming and freshening the air and also of keeping drawers of 
clothing and linens fresh, pleasant smelling and moth-free.

vides needed fiber and is better to eat 
than a simple glass of OJ. The bulk 
makes you feel less hungry and can 
help you avoid that extra handful of 
chips or piece of candy. If you avoid 
buying oranges because you don’t 
like to peel them, buy the cuties, 
which are easier to peel and perfect 
for small children wanting a snack.

Never waste the orange peel. 
Let it sit in a bowl for the fragrance 
it provides. Make orange zest and 

freeze it in an airtight container 
so it is ready when you need just a 
teaspoon in your rhubarb pie. Many 
recipes call for orange or lemon zest 
when baking. Candied orange peel is 
useful for decorating cakes or adding 
to fruitcake and breads. You can even 
eat it as an after-dinner sweet. 

(Ruth Patchett is a resident of 
rural Brocton, a retired teacher and 
is famous for her pies. Email her at 
rpweib1@gmail.com.)
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A Paris native is retiring as a 
senior lecturer at the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin.

The an-
nouncement 
of the retire-
ment of W. 
Ron Seely 
was made 
with bitter-
s w e e t n e s s , 
according to 
a spokesman 
for the University of Wisconsin 
Department of Life Sciences 
Communication. 

Seely has been a lecturer in 
the department since the early 
1990s, and taught many class-
es on journalism and science 
writing.

An award-winning state 
and national journalist, Seely 
was awarded the Sierra Club’s 
David Brower Award for ex-
cellence in environmental 
reporting in 2014. He is also 
a three-time winner of the 
Wisconsin Press Association’s 
award for environmental re-
porting. In 2010, Seely was 
the recipient of the American 
Chemical Society’s nation-
al science writing award, the 
prestigious James T. Grady-
James H. Stack Award.

While lecturing at Wiscon-
sin, Seely was also the editor 
and reporter for the Wisconsin 
Center of Investigative Journal-
ism, which focuses on increas-

ing the quality and quantity of 
investigative reporting in the 
state. Until he retired in 2013, 
Seely was an award-winning 
reporter at the Wisconsin State 
Journal for 35 years, covering 
science and the environment 
for 20 of those years.

During Seely’s time at Wis-
consin, he played a critical role 
in shaping the style of scien-
tific communication writers. 
One of his classes, LSC 212: 
Introduction to Science Com-
munication, focused on writ-
ing effective science digests, 
proposals, newsletters and 
trade magazine articles for ag-
riculture, natural resources, 
health and science-related 

topics. His advance class, LSC 
560: Scientific Writing, was 
an opportunity for students 
in science disciplines to learn 
how to better communicate 
and translate dense scientific 
research for a general audi-
ence.

Through the department, 
Seely also created the online 
version of LSC 560 offered 
during the summer. The 
course allowed him to educate 
students on the importance of 
science writing. 

“I wanted to give students 
the opportunity to learn im-
portant writing techniques at 
a time that’s convenient for 
them,” Seely said.

After retirement, Seely and 
his wife plan on traveling to 
the Florida Keys with their 
brand new trailer. While there, 
they plan to volunteer with the 
clean-up of the damages the 
Keys suffered from Hurricane 
Florence and Michael. Seely 
also plans to spend more time 
with his children who live in 
the Florida Keys area.

“Ron Seely has been a men-
tor to many, and his influence 
made an unforgettable impact 
on generations of profession-
als at LSC. I want to thank 
Ron for all he has done for the 
students and the department.” 
LSC department chair Domi-
nique Brossard concluded.
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Burgess 60th anniversary

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Connie and Wanda Bur-
gess will celebrate their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary with a 
card shower.    

Connie Burgess and the 
former Wanda Hofmann 
were married Dec. 18, 1958, 
at the First Christian Church 
in Paris.   

The couple has two daugh-
ters Stacy (Glenn) Strow 
of Paris and Stefanie ( Jeff ) 
Turner of Homer, as well as 
two granddaughters Kirstin 
(Lucas) Mills and Katrina 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, en-
gagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

Special to The Prairie Press 

Paris native and Paris High School graduate Ron Seely, seated center, is retiring from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin where he taught scientific writing to students. Seely is an award-winning 
journalist who spent 35 years at the Wisconsin State Journal.

Ron Seely retires from University of Wisconsin

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MATTOON — With the 
fall semester coming to a 
close and spring semester 
right around the corner, 
Lake Land College will have 
varied office hours for the 
upcoming winter holiday 
season.

The following are 
important upcoming dates 
and hours of operation:
nDec. 20- final day to 

return textbooks for fall.

Strow and great-grandson 
Beckett Mills, all of Paris.  

He was employed un-
til his retirement at the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation. 

She worked for many 
years for Reel Catering 
and was a cook at the Par-
is Hangar. They are active 
in their church and enjoy 
watching their grand-
daughters play volleyball 
and softball.

Cards are welcomed 
at their home at 702 
Charlotte in Paris.   

Lake Land College dates 
for semester change 

 nDec. 24 – Jan. 1 – 
college closed.

  nJan. 2 – services resume; 
textbook pick-up begins.

 nJan. 4 – 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. extended registration. 
Offices closed from 8-10 
a.m. 

 nJan. 7 – first day of 
classes for spring semester.

 nFeb. 1 – foundation 
scholarship application due.

For more information 
or to get started visit 
lakelandcollege.edu.

TOPS groups meet
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Dec. 6, with 19 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Janet Embry, TOPS 
weekly best loser, best walk-
er and TOPS winner of the 
Christmas contest; Brenda 
Lilley won the walking draw-
ing; Gretchen Dyl won the 
food chart drawing; and Barb 
Dick was the KOPS winner of 
the Christmas contest.  

Members walked 66 miles 
for the week.

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours

Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 12/19:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 12/21:
Roast pork loin,

sweet potato casserole,
dressing w/apples &
cranberries, green 

beans & roll

Thur 12/20:
Chicken taco 

casserole,
garden salad,
chips & salsa

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Closing for Winter break-
Dec. 21

Re-opening Feb. 6, 2019

Visit our new website! www.bettyjaneskitchen.com

Betty Jane’s 
    Kitchen110 E. Madison

Paris 

Midnight Madness Donut Event

Dining Room
Wed-Fri:  8:00-2:00 p.m.

Sat:  8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Drive-thru  
Wed-Fri:  6:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sat:  8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

217-921-3764

Friday,
Dec. 21 @ 10 p.m. - Midnight
Glazed, Cinnamon Sugar & Donut Holes!
Limit 1 dozen per customer.  
Free order of donut holes with 
1 dozen donut purchase!
Drive thru and dining room open for pick up.

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL 61924

hrisman Cafe´
Ph. 217-269-2826

Hrs: Sunday & Monday 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Breakfast Buffet: Saturday & Sunday 7 a.m-10:30 a.m.
Lunch Buffet: Everyday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Supper Buffet: Tuesday-Saturday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Delivery: NEW! Offering local deliveries!

Call us for all your catering needs.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

SEELY

we did all the huggy, kissy 
stuff and swore our eternal 
love.

The next day, we bought an 
artificial tree.

But, the story does not end 
there. In 1992, my son and 
I went to a nursery and pur-
chased a live Christmas tree. 
It was raining. The guy used a 
forklift to put it in the back of 
the truck. The bed sagged.

You know where this is 
going.  

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
recently started writing occa-
sional columns for the fun of 
it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

the lawmen.  “I wish you 
could take me to jail,” she 
told one sheriff.  I’d like to see 
what a town looks like.”

When her husband died 
she requested that his burial 
site be within view of her 
front door.  Same for some 
of her sons – I’ve heard two, 
three or four. She hired some-
one to plant and maintain 
flowers on their graves.

Don’t know what caused 
her death. An older person 
hugely overweight is bound 
to have health problems. A 
rumor continues to present 
day that she was poisoned by 
a rival bootlegger. Whatever 
the cause, funeral plans were 
a challenge.  

Mahala Mullins’ coffin was 
her large four-post bed. The 
posts were sawed. Carpenters 
constructed a cover atop it. 
One end of the cabin was 
completely removed to per-
mit her extrication.  She was 
buried on the mountain.

Today, Mahala’s cabin has 
a new location – in the flat-
lands.  It’s a nifty Appalachian 
tourist attraction.  

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

Barbara Dick’s program 
was “Holiday Eating” and 
included tips on how to 
control calorie intake and 
watch overeating during 
the holidays.  

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday morning 
at the Highland Manor 
Community Room, Paris, 
with weigh-ins beginning 
at 8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m.  Visitors 
and new members are al-
ways welcome and more 
information is available by 
calling 251-5190.
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BY HOLLY KEE
Southern Illinois Local Media Group

In 1956, a little-known freshman 
congressman from Franklin County 
in southern Illinois gave his first major 
speech on the floor of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, receiving a standing 
ovation for his efforts.

In that speech, amateur magician 
Kenneth J. Gray from West Frankfort, 
used his skills to illustrate the rosy pros-
pects of then-President Dwight D. Ei-
senhower’s Interstate Highway Act.

Carrying a bouquet of red roses, 
Gray illustrated the interference of lob-
byists and special interests he said were 
killing the program by snapping flowers 
off the stems until all the blossoms were 
gone.

At the conclusion of the speech, 
Gray suggested the lobbyists would fail 
and all would be rosy again, holding up 
the bouquet with white roses blooming 
from the bare stems.

In a political career spanning 24 years 
in Congress, Gray was responsible for 
bringing nearly $7 billion in public 
works projects to southern Illinois.

Using earmarks on bills often re-
ferred to as pork barrel politics, Gray’s 
ability to score for his district earned 
him the moniker “the Prince of Pork.”

“It was a title he embraced,” said his 
daughter, Becky Gray-Clay. “My dad 
knew that those projects meant jobs for 
people in southern Illinois.”

In what would become an infamous 
interview with The Southern Illinois-
an in 2008, Gray said, “They call Rend 
Lake pork. Yet the engineers, six years 

ago when there was tremendous flood-
ing, said that because of Rend Lake, 
more than $100 million worth of prop-
erty downstream was saved. If that is 
pork, pass me the plate, another heap-
ing serving.”

Part of that quote ended up as the ti-
tle of a book about Gray’s life by a pair 
of local authors and educators, Marleis 
Trover and Maxine Pyle.

“Pass the Plate: the Legend and 
Legacy of United States Congressman 
Kenneth J. Gray” tells Gray’s story via a 
walk down memory lane that showcas-
es the man Trover describes as, “one of 
the most effective congressmen of the 
20th century.”

Trover said Gray understood the 
most important job of a leader is to pro-
vide hope.

“Each time he showed off southern 
Illinois,” Trover said, “he brought more 
people here or he connected our area 
with officials in other cities.”

Although he never went to college, 
Gray educated himself about his area 
and beyond. He exaggerated his age to 
18 to enlist during World War II, Trover 
said.

Gray’s exaggeration, including his 
colorful suits, bow ties, red permed 
hair, and even his modes of transpor-
tation, made him stand out, giving him 
instant recognition.

After returning from World War 
II, Gray served as commander of the 
American Legion for the 15-county 
area, providing services to help reinte-
grate the returning soldiers.

“Having flown in the war, Kenny 

used his skills to pilot a helicopter 
around southern Illinois,” Trover said. 
“He later used what he saw in those 
counties to identify priorities to raise 
the standard of living for all the people 
of southern Illinois.”

Gray’s influence can be seen all over 
southern Illinois, starting with Inter-
state 57, part of which is now named 
Ken Gray Expressway in his honor. 
Many small towns have post offices 
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Mary Todd Lincoln was re-
viled by a scornful public in life 
— and has been labelled the 
worst First Lady ever in death. 
Today, the winds are changing 
in her favor.

Thursday, Dec. 13, marked 
200 years since the birth of 
Mary Todd Lincoln, the de-
voted wife of the 16th presi-
dent whose mental instabilities 
cloud her public perception. 
Recent historians view her 
more sympathetically, lead-
ing to a reassessment of her 
strengths, weaknesses and leg-
acy.

 “We should view her with 
compassion, understanding 
and sympathy,” said Kathryn 
Harris, the retired Director of 
Library Services at the Abra-
ham Lincoln Presidential Li-
brary and Museum in Spring-

field. “We should cut her some 
slack. And how do you do that? 
By learning more about her.”

Born Dec. 13, 1818, in Lex-
ington, Kentucky, Mary Todd 
was the fourth child in a social-
ly prominent family. However, 
her parentage may have pro-
duced an ominous sign for her 
future stability. 

In customs that were not 
unusual for Southern high so-
ciety, her parents were second 
cousins, while her maternal 
grandparents were first cous-
ins.

Mental illness also ran in the 
Todd family. As many as 14 of 
her relatives were in asylums. 

In 1825, Todd’s mother died 
a day after her seventh child-
birth. Her father remarried 
17 months later. She endured 
a rocky relationship with her 
stepmother, who produced 
eight half-siblings. Todd later 

described her childhood as 
desolate.

She attended an array of 
fine boarding schools, attain-
ing an education that left her 
well-spoken and highly cul-
tured. In 1839, she settled in 
Springfield to live with her 
older sister, Elizabeth, who 
had married the son of an early 
Illinois governor, Ninian Ed-
wards. 

Described as flirtatious with 
a pleasant Southern drawl, 
Todd was the life of many par-
ties and was surrounded by 
flocks of suitors. “She loved to 
laugh, and she loved having a 
good time,” said Pam Brown 
of Springfield, who presents a 
variety of programs on Todd’s 
life. “That was one of the things 
that was so attractive to her 
about Mr. Lincoln, that he 
could make her laugh.” 

She met the gangly, awk-

ward Lincoln at a Springfield 
ball in late 1839. He reported-
ly said, “Miss Todd, I want to 
dance with you in the worst 
way.” Tood noting the scuffing 
to her dancing slippers, later 
told a cousin, “and he certainly 
did.”

The couple married in 1842. 
The union has been overana-
lyzed by writers for decades. 
Some — such as Lincoln’s for-
mer law partner William Hern-
don — claimed the marriage 
was one of misery. Credible 
research says otherwise.

“I think the marriage was a 
strong one, a good one,” said 
Harris, who has been affec-
tionately dubbed the “First 
Lady of Illinois History” for 
her contributions to historical 
research and interpretation. “I 
have no doubt that they truly 
loved one another. The words 
‘love is eternal’ were inscribed 

in her wedding band, after all.”
Immensely well-read, Todd 

shared Lincoln’s ambitions and 
was politically astute — a rari-
ty for women of the era. 

“She had a high understand-
ing of the political realm in 
which she lived and was high-
ly educated, more than most 
men in that time,” said Brown. 
“In that era, it wasn’t a woman’s 
place to express that, but she 
frequently did anyway, because 
of her strong will. She wasn’t 
afraid to speak her mind.”

That earned her the wrath 
of many around her. Her 
firecracker temper did little 
to help her cause, leading to 
several public outbursts. “She 
was so short-tempered,” said 
Harris. “In that time period 
before the White House years, 
women were just kind of in the 
background — and didn’t do 

First Lady’s complicated life

What do I need to do to 
be ready for Christmas? I 
put off being ready for that 
special 
day until 
someone 
convinces 
me I have 
no choice 
so I might 
as well get 
myself in 
gear. 

Even 
in the 
summer I see some sales 
gimmicks pushing Christ-
mas in July. I realize the first 
Christmas was probably 
not a snow-covered scene 
because I am really not sure 
what Bethlehem’s Dec. 25 is 
like. The real point is what 
happened that day, no mat-
ter the setting or the date. 

So maybe it’s all right 
to think about Christmas 
on the hottest day of July. 
I don’t mind honoring 
God the Father any day of 
the year, but I still believe 
Christians should set aside 
a specific day of the year 
to remind us God came to 
Earth as a little baby that 
day. That birth needs to be 
announced to the whole 
world as good news be-
cause eternal life is possible 
for everyone, no matter 
who you are. 

I get a little itchy about 
Christmas shopping as the 
stores are laying in potential 
presents even before Hal-
loween. I hear about people 
getting their shopping done 
by November and that’s 
OK. 

This year Rosie let me 
buy a new recliner chair 
before Thanksgiving, and 
we decided to call that an 
early Christmas present. It 
wasn’t because I needed a 
gift. It was because the old 
chair was killing my back. 

We hear so much about 
Black Friday – the day that 
all must go find presents 
on their wishing lists. That 
put’s me in a bad mood, 
and I think it is better to 
give thanks on Thanks-
giving and let families get 
together, even the ones that 
had to work in the stores. 
Almost everything should 

Prepare 
at one’s 
own pace 

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

Congressman Gray’s plate
Photo courtesy of Marleis Trover/Maxine Pyle

Kenneth J. Gray, left, “the Prince of Pork,” shakes hands with Lyndon B. Johnson, right, a wheeler and dealer in the Senate.

See LINCOLN, Page 4B

Photo courtesy of Marleis Trover/Maxine Pyle

Kenneth J. Gray traveled to Hawaii on 
the ocean liner Mastonia with Elvis 
Presley. Always interested in helping 
a charity, Gray secured a signed photo 
of “The King” which he promptly 
auctioned, netting $725 from another 
member of Congress.

See GRAY, Page 4B
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As the Civil War’s first 
Christmas neared, a pair 
of young lovers, Nathaniel 
Dawson and Elodie Todd, a 
Confederate soldier and his 
eventual bride, wrote to one 
another with increasing mel-
ancholy. They were separated 
by hundreds of miles, and their 
communication was often in-
terrupted by delays in the mail 
and the desperation of the Civ-
il War.

“I wish I could be with you 
at Christmas, the festal season, 
where age is rejuvenated and 
lives again in the merry car-
ols of youth,” Dawson wrote 
to Todd (sister of Mary Todd 
Lincoln) on December 22, 
1861. On the holiday itself, 
he wrote to describe his reg-
iment’s rowdy celebrations. 
“Bad whiskey is abundant and 
pleasure and sorrow drowned 
in large potations,” he said.

The two lovers lives changed 
dramatically during the war, 
as the Confederacy crum-
bled and their personal lives 
stretched to their limits. But 
they weren’t alone in wishing 
they could celebrate Christ-
mas together. As the fractured 
United States fought, the holi-
day took on new meaning. 

By the end of the war in 
1865, Christmas had gone 
from a relatively unimportant 
holiday to the opposite — a 
day rooted in an idealized vi-
sion of home. The way Amer-
icans observed the holiday 
changed too, setting the stage 
for the more modern Christ-
mas holiday we know today. 

Before the Civil War, Christ-
mas was not an official holiday 
in the United States. Nor was 
it celebrated uniformly across 
the country. In early New En-
gland, Christmas was looked 
down upon by Puritans and 
Calvinists, who felt the day 
should be observed for strict 
fasts and rituals, if it was ob-
served at all. During the 17th 
century, Massachusetts im-
posed a fine on colonists who 
celebrated the holiday, and 
after it became a state, its busi-
nesses and schools did not ob-
serve the holiday at all.

Elsewhere, Christmas 
was celebrated in a variety of 
ways, most depending on the 
country of origin of the im-
migrants who celebrated it. 
But by the mid-19th century, 
the holiday’s importance — 
and distance from religious 
tradition — was already start-
ing to grow. Songs and carols 
like “Jingle Bells” (1857) and 
poems like “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas” (1823) set the stage 
for a fun, secular holiday that 
revolved around gift-giving 
and celebration with food and 
drink. 

In the antebellum South, 
plantation owners used the 
holiday as a way to show off 
their paternalism toward the 
people they enslaved, said his-
torians Shauna Bigham and 
Robert E. May. During lengthy 
Christmas celebrations, they 
gave enslaved people passes to 
marry, provided food and alco-
hol and gave gifts.

Though enslaved people 
managed to create some of 
their own Christmas traditions 
— many of which incorporat-
ed traditions from Africa — 
they were also expected to help 
absolve slaveowners’ guilt over 
the holidays by enthusiastical-
ly opening gifts and showing 
their gratitude. 

The Civil War disrupted 

Civil War 
changed 
Christmas 

See WAR, Page 4B

Mary Todd Lincoln is a controversial character who is now viewed more sympathetically
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Kenneth J. Gray flew to southern Illinois on Air Force I with Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan in 1988.  They visited the Krone farm in Du 
Quoin to view damage caused by the drought.
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too much. She just wasn’t 
that way. Mary was assertive, 
to put it mildly.” 

Todd also had several rel-
atives in Confederate ser-
vice and invited some of her 
pro-Southern family mem-
bers to stay at the White 
House, leading many to ques-
tion her patriotism. She was 
intensely devoted to both the 
Union and her husband’s pol-
icies and frequently visited 
both soldiers and contraband 
in hospitals, actions for which 
she received little credit. 

She endured a string of 
tragedies further rocking her 
stability. A highly maternal 
woman who loved young-
sters, she lost three of her 
four children before adult-
hood, beginning with the 
couple’s second son, Eddie 
in 1850. Their third son, Wil-
lie, died in the White House 
at age 11 in 1862, shattering 
both parents. 

Her well-documented 
mental instabilities had taken 
hold by then. She was sitting 
next to her husband at Ford’s 
Theater on April 14, 1865, 
when assassin John Wilkes 
shot her husband in the head. 
He died the next day, sending 
Mary into a lifelong tailspin 
worsening with the death of 
her youngest son, 18-year-old 
Tad, in 1871. 

“For many of those years, 
she’d wake up every day and 
wonder when she’d be able 
to join Mr. Lincoln in death,” 
said Brown. “Tad was the last 
stronghold in her life, and 
when he died, Mary’s life 
pretty much came to an end.” 

Her behavior continued to 
deteriorate, and her spending 
habits, already wild, were out 
of control. “She was very cav-
alier with money,” said Har-
ris. A series of public contro-
versies and embarrassments 
also hammered her public 
perception. 

In May 1875, her eldest 
son, Robert, had her com-
mitted to a mental institution 
for upper-class women in 
Batavia. Her insanity trial has 
been likened by some to an 
ambush, driving a wedge be-
tween Mary and Robert that 
never fully healed. She was 
released after four months 
and was judged sane in a 
court proceeding in 1876. 

The stigma of mental ill-
ness, which was particu-
larly prevalent in the nine-
teenth-century, followed her 
in both life and death, and 
remains burned in the collec-
tive memory of many Amer-
icans. Some researchers — 
including Harris — believe 
she suffered from bipolar 
disorder. 

“In our time, I think that’s 
how she would have been 
diagnosed,” Harris said. 

“She had tremendous mood 
swings,” Harris noted.

Nomadic in her post-
White House years, she drift-
ed across the Midwest, East 
and Europe before returning 
to Springfield. She died at her 
sister Elizabeth’s home July 
16, 1882. 

For decades after her 
death, she was maligned by 
many historians and much of 
the general public, building a 
negative perception that lin-
gers today. A number of mod-
ern researchers consider that 
perception unfair. 

In 1969, a female writer 
from Lincoln’s hometown 
of Springfield declared, “the 
blackest spot in our American 
history is the way that Mary 
Todd Lincoln has been treat-
ed.” Harold Holzer, one of the 
biggest names in current Lin-
coln studies, also views her in 
a sympathetic light. 

“Many of these modern 
historians are women, and 
they are finally opening the 
door to understanding what 
Mary was dealing with,” con-
cluded Brown. “I think we’re 
tired of hearing all of the neg-
atives about Mary, and want 
to highlight the positive. 
Mary was a complete person, 
not just a shrew.”

(Tom Emery is a freelance 
writer and historical research-
er from Carlinville. He may be 
reached at ilcivilwar@yahoo.
com.) 

thanks to Gray. Rend Lake is 
another of the pork projects 
Gray brought to southern Illi-
nois. Rend Lake spurred eco-
nomic growth when a boat 
factory opened nearby that 
offered steady employment to 
an area with little opportunity.

Gray sponsored infrastruc-
ture bills that helped jump-
start the growth of industry 
throughout his district, includ-
ing in Marion, where Pepsi 
MidAmerica, one of the area’s 
largest employers, is located.

Former Mayor Bob Butler, 

the longest serving mayor in 
Illinois history, worked close-
ly with Gray to secure federal 
funding that enabled Marion 
to grow. Butler told Trover he 
was irritated when Gray was 
referred to as “the Prince of 
Pork.”

“He was just better at it than 
anyone else, and they couldn’t 
stand it,” Butler said.

Gray’s wheeling and dealing 
with Washington’s elite also 
brought the Marion Federal 
Penitentiary, Devil’s Kitchen 
Dam, Olmsted Lock and Dam, 
numerous federal housing 
projects, an expansion project 
for the Marion Veterans Ad-

ministration Medical Center, 
education funding and fund-
ing for the arts.

For Gray, it was never about 
power or personal gain; it 
was always about the people. 
“When you came into his of-
fice, it didn’t matter if you were 
Democrat or Republican,” 
Gray-Clay said. “You were his 
constituent and he would help 
you.”

Gray was popular at home 
and gained respect in Washing-
ton’s inner circles. He was fre-
quently called upon by House 
leaders such as Sam Rayburn 
and Tip O’Neill to stand in 
as the speaker pro-tem. He 

frequently appeared in public 
with presidents John F. Kenne-
dy, Gerald Ford, Lyndon John-
son and Ronald Reagan.

Gray retired in 1989. He 
continued to be active in the 
district, lending a hand as an 
auctioneer, appearing at var-
ious dinners and fundraisers, 
or offering advice to his suc-
cessors.

Gray died on July 12, 2014, 
at age 89. Gray left a legacy that 
has become a bridge for the 
southern part of Illinois, one 
that preserves the beauty of 
the land but still connects the 
rural areas to other parts of the 
country.

not just the relations between 
plantation owners and the 
people they enslaved, but 
those within families and 
communities. As both sides 
shifted their resources to war, 
the ability to give gifts and 
celebrate was dramatically 
curtailed. People cast their 
decision to have more mod-
est Christmas celebrations as 
a patriotic one, and children 
got in on the act, too. Instead 
of giving and receiving store-
bought gifts, they made more 
humble gifts like popcorn 
balls or crude homemade 
toys. 

Mothers, aunts and sisters 
experienced Christmas as an 
agonizing reminder of the 
danger faced by men who had 
gone to war. Civil War-era dia-
ries and letters document how 

many women felt anxiety, grief 
and depression around Christ-
mas. In 1861, Margaret Cahill 
wrote to her husband, Thomas, 
a Union officer, she felt so “ner-
vous and lonely” that she could 
not write to him on Christmas. 
“Will you say? Why did you 
not write to me on Christmass 
[sic] Day” she wrote. “Well 
to tell you the truth I was not 
able.” “Never before had so sad 
a Christmas dawned upon us,” 
wrote Sallie A. Brook, a Con-
federate woman from Rich-
mond, of Christmas 1861. 

On the battlefield, men on 
both sides tried to celebrate 
Christmas by giving gifts, eat-
ing and drinking and taking 
time off. In his memoir, James 
A. Wright, a sergeant in the 
First Minnesota Volunteer In-
fantry Regiment, recalls eating 
beef soup and greeting his fel-
low soldiers on Christmas in 
camp. 

In 1863, a Confederate 
soldier from North Car-
olina wrote to his mother 
asking for a bottle of brandy 
and some sugar so he could 
make eggnog for his fellow 
soldiers. 

Popular media did its 
best to increase the morale 
of both soldiers and their 
families at home around 
Christmas. Harper’s Week-
ly, the most popular period-
ical at the time, published a 
variety of Christmas stories 
and illustrations during the 
war. The most famous were 
drawn by illustrator Thom-
as Nash, who portrayed not 
just sad wives and husbands 
but happy Christmas Day 
traditions. He is credited 
with solidifying how the 
nation imagined Santa 
Claus with illustrations of a 
jolly, bearded St. Nick who 
handed out good cheer to 
soldiers and families alike. 

Though individual tra-
ditions still varied, the 
upheaval of the Civil War 
made the holiday seem 
more and more important 
to separated families. 

When the war ended, the 
magazines and newspapers 
kept promoting it. Reunit-
ed families —  devastated 
by the losses of the war — 
kept cherishing it. In 1870, 
in the aftermath of the war, 
Congress passed the first 
federal holiday law and 
made Christmas an official 
holiday. Four years of war 
had changed the holiday 
from a loose celebration to 
an essential one. 

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

be closed on that day just like 
it used to be on Sundays. I 
am growling now and I really 
don’t mean to offend anyone, 
especially if it means someone 
enjoyed buying a gift for me 
that day. 

As it gets closer to Christ-
mas and the geese are getting 
fat, at least ours are, but they 
aren’t for eating because they 
are our pet watchdogs. I even 
escorted Rosie to a shopping 
center and helped her pick out 
and haul presents to the car. I 
still can’t figure out how she 
just keeps a-going and shop-
ping when I have to go sit in 
the car. Rosie has that special 
Santa Claus spirit that powers 
her on. 

It’s the yuletide spirit of 
thinking of each person in our 
family with a special gift, no 
matter how big or how small. 
I have to agree if you don’t 
see them that much your gifts 
show how much you love ’em. 
I don’t necessarily remember 
what we bought for who, but 

Rosie does. Yep, there is still a 
Santa Claus, but he may be a 
she. Maybe I could be consid-
ered a large grumbling elf. 

I think part of my mood is 
from having to bring all the 
decorations down from the 
attic. To make it worse this 
year, Rosie got it all down to 
the second floor while I used 
the excuse that I was writing. 
Those little scuffles and clunks 
and a few sighs made me really 
feel bad when she hollered she 
had them all down. I did get to 
help with one box and put the 
stairs back up, however. 

She tried to make me feel 
better when she said I needed 
to stay downstairs and watch 
for the piano tuner. Now I 
am getting a little more in the 
mood because a piano in tune 
means we will sing Christmas 
carols at Christmas. That 
doesn’t mean I will stay on key 
as I try to sing bass, but it is 
the spirit of the singing than 
counts when our family joins 
in around the piano. I look 
forward to that part of our 
Christmas. 

I even helped decorate. It 

seems my expertise was mostly 
in untangling light cords, 
putting in batteries and fixing a 
miniature swing set. Of course 
I had the pleasure of moving 
an old chair out to the brush 
pile, boy that sucker was heavy. 
I feel better now because that 
was something Rosie wanted 
me to do three years ago. It 
also gave us room for our 
Christmas tree. 

I am starting to get there 
and maybe I will get some-
thing besides coal in my stock-
ing. I am really ready to visit 
with our family, but I know 
there are many more things to 
do before then. 

You know if you really work 
at something and don’t growl, 
Christmas time is rewarding 
especially if you can enjoy the 
loving souls that surround you. 

Merry Christmas to all and 
to all a good night. I said that 
with a twinkle in my eye and 
no growling at all, ho, ho, ho. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 
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Christmas is always a special 
and favorite time of year espe-
cially because it is a time when 
people seem to think more 
about Jesus. 

While some focus on the 
presents underneath the tree 
and unwrapping the deco-
rated boxes on Christmas 
morning, others focus on Je-
sus. Those people see Jesus 
as the true reason why people 
actually celebrate the special 
holiday with gift giving. Each 
carefully wrapped and highly 
decorated present or the elab-
orate gift bags actually rep-
resents God’s great love for us 
and the world.

The Revs. Rick Cook of the 
Horace Baptist Church and 
Mike Dixon of the First Chris-
tian Church of Paris believe 

people do think more about 
Jesus during the holidays than 
at other times of the year. 

“Christmas songs refer 
to worshiping and adoring 
Christ,” said Cook. “Many ra-
dio stations play holiday music 
non-stop from Thanksgiving to 
New Year. Lots of people go to 
church at Christmas and Easter 
if they don’t attend regularly at 
other times, including adults 
who go to children’s church 
plays. Even people who don’t 
think about Christ regularly 
think more of the traditional 
Christmas story.” 

Echoing that opinion is Dix-
on.

“People are definitely more 
exposed to Jesus at Christmas 
through songs and stories, hol-
iday displays and decorations,” 
said Dixon. “We do think about 
Jesus on the surface, but it is 

limited exposure and a lot of us 
only think about Jesus related 
to the Christmas events.”

Both men stressed there is 
more to Christ than the nativi-
ty story. There is also the adult 
ministry, the sacrifice, resurrec-
tion and salvation components 
that are important parts of the 
Christian faith.  

For Cook and Dixon, God 
gave his best when he gave Je-
sus more than 2,000 years ago. 
Christmas, they said, is the true 
celebration of God’s great love 
for the world and his hope for 
mankind. 

Still, the nativity story re-
mains a major element in un-
derstanding the whole narra-
tive. 

“We think of the miracu-
lous way that he came into the 
world; born of a young Jewish 
virgin woman puts him in a 

unique place among mankind,” 
said Cook. “The virgin birth 
of Christ means he was born 
apart from the curse of sin and 
its judgment. In that way, Jesus 
could be our sinless savior and 
our substitute for God’s judg-
ment on sin.”  

During this magical time of 
Christmas, it is beneficial for 
people of all denominations to 
focus on Jesus’ birth to learn 
from the story that has been 
told repeatedly generation after 
generation. 

“People who receive his 
gracious gift of salvation want 
to learn and live the ways he 
taught and practiced,” Cook 
said. “I think that the good 
things in our world come from 
the things that he has done and 
keeps on doing for us.”

Dixon said the Christmas 
story is important especially 

because Jesus’s birth is a visual 
demonstration of God’s love. 

“Jesus didn’t come to make 
God’s love possible but to make 
God’s love visible to us,” said 
Dixon. “We need to under-
stand what God did and why. 
We can’t stop at Christmastime 
because if we stop with Jesus in 
the manger all we have is God’s 
expression of love. We have to 
continue with the story and 
when we get to the cross and 
Easter time we learn the differ-
ence between the baby and the 
sacrificial man.”

Dixon added thinking about 
Jesus is a benefit because it re-
sults in thinking beyond self 
and contemplating bigger 
ideas.

“It’s imperative to remember 
sacrificial Jesus to remind us 
that is the way to live our lives,” 
said Dixon.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Cathy and Steve Gallagher volunteer at the Christmas for Kids Wrap Party to help wrap Christmas gifts going out to children in 
Edgar County at risk of not having a Christmas morning. The wrap party was all day Wednesday, Dec. 12, and Thursday, Dec. 13, 
at Lake Ridge Christian Church and delivery of the wrapped gifts to waiting families started at 4 p.m. each day.

‘Tis the 
season of 
Advent

At the writing of this 
article, Christians are in the 
second week of Advent.  

Advent 
means the 
arrival of 
a notable 
person 
or event. 
Advent is 
a time of 
prepara-
tion for 
the incar-
nation of 
the Christ child, God come 
to Earth as both human and 
divine in the baby Jesus.  

It is also a time for what 
we think mainly happens 
during Lent, the six weeks 
before Easter. Like Lent, our 
preparation for the birth of 
the Messiah also includes 
repentance.  

Repentance is to change 
one’s mind. It leads to the 
positive action of turning 
away from that which isn’t of 
God in our lives to the good 
that is from God.  

The good we learn from 
scripture. For example, Jesus 
tells us to love and even 
pray for our enemies found 
in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke. How many of us 
do that?  

The apostle Paul encour-
ages the believer to live 
by the fruits of goodness 
given by God’s Spirit such as 
kindness, gentleness, love, 
patience and generosity. If 
we find ourselves wandering 
from these teachings, we 
then turn back to God and 
ask for our Lord’s forgive-
ness and receive it.

We may repent by pray-
ing, giving to those in need 
of assistance and for the 
furthering of Christ’s realm 
on Earth and fasting.

Many of us may think of 
this time of year with joy as 
well as about all the hustle, 
bustle and festivities and 
tons of work of the season.  
Yet, as we prepare for the 
joyful remembrance of 
Jesus’ birth, we also prepare 
our hearts and minds 
through repentance. We are 
to be a humble – that does 
not mean weak – people. 
Humility does mean we 
don’t think too highly of 
ourselves and recognize that 
all we have is given to us by 
God. We are humble in the 
face of God’s greatness.  

Advent reminds us of 
God’s magnitude, our need 
to repent and prepare, and, 
too, of God’s amazing and 
steadfast love for us and all 
of creation.  

I invite you to intention-
ally prepare for the coming 
of the Messiah this Advent 
Season.

(The Rev. Laurie Williams 
is co-pastor of the Paris Pres-
byterian Church. Email her 
at laurie@parispresbyterian.
org. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided weekly by mem-
bers of the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

Apollo 8 
honored
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON — 
Sometimes, the most pro-
found truths about hu-
manity — and God — are 
revealed when we take a 
small step back. Or rocket 
ourselves about 238,000 
miles into space.

Astronaut James Lovell 
had that epiphany 50 years 
ago as he became one of the 
first astronauts to orbit the 
moon.

“I remembered a saying 
I’d often heard: ‘I hope to 
go to heaven when I die.’ I 
suddenly realized that I went 
to heaven when I was born,” 
said Lovell.

Lovell spoke at the Wash-
ington National Cathedral 
Tuesday night, Dec. 11, as 
part of a celebration of the 
50th anniversary of the 1968 
Apollo 8 mission sending 
Lovell and fellow astronauts 
William Anders and Frank 
Borman into space to circle 
Earth’s gray satellite.

The mission, which last-
ed from Dec. 21 to Dec. 27, 
1968, included an unusual 
religious element. As the 
trio of spacefarers rounded 
the moon on Christmas Eve, 
they paused to read the first 
10 verses from the Book of 
Genesis.

“From the crew of Apollo 
8, we close with good night, 
good luck, a Merry Christ-
mas and God bless all of you 
— all of you on the good 
Earth,” Borman said, in what 
was then the most-watched 
broadcast in history.

The themes of religion, 
space and caring for the 
good Earth were recounted 
over and over Tuesday eve-
ning as religious leaders and 
NASA officials addressed a 
crowd gathered beneath a 
canopy of swirling stars pro-
jected onto the cathedral’s 
sprawling ceiling.

Randy Hollerith, dean of 
the cathedral, opened the 
festivities by reflecting on 
the unique way Apollo 8 im-
pacted life here on Earth — 
especially the famed Earth-
rise photo.

“This amazing mission 
that I would call a pilgrim-
age revealed not only the 
dark side of the moon, but 
it gave us the most powerful 
images of our small and frag-
ile world — God’s precious 
gift, awash in an unimagin-
ably large universe,” Holler-
ith said. “I think of it as a holy 
journey not only for what it 
accomplished, but for what 
it revealed to us about our 
place in God’s grand cre-
ation.”

Hollerith’s sentiment was 
echoed by Michael Cur-
ry, presiding bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, who 
drew parallels between the 
experience of spaceflight 
and encounters with divine 
mystery.

“The exploration of space 
is part of the human quest 
for knowledge, and the hu-
man quest for knowledge 
is to know God’s creation,” 
Curry said before the cere-
mony. “There is something 
awe-inspiring about (space) 
that must be akin to the awe 
experience of the mystics, 
who from a different angle 
beheld this world and look 
at it from within.”

During his address, Cur-
ry discussed how cosmic 
awe can fuel Earth-bound 
activism. He said many have 
claimed the famous Apollo 
8 “Earthrise” photo helped 
jump-start the modern en-
vironmentalist movement, 
and he called on those pres-
ent to continue that tradi-
tion by taking action on cli-
mate change.

“This is God’s world. We 
are here because the great 
God Almighty looked back 
and said, ‘I’m lonely; I’ll 
make me a world.’ Deep in 
the fabric of this creation, 
we are a part of it — not the 
sum total of it,” Curry said 
during his talk, which was 
broadcast live on NASA TV.

He hoped Tuesday’s com-
memoration would be, “a 
moment of re-consecration 
and dedication,” of the mis-
sion of NASA and others, 

See APOLLO, Page 6B

Gary Henry/ The Prairie Press

Helper elf Donna Rubenacker wraps one of the presents going to a local child through Christmas for Kids. The charity supplies Christ-
mas to more than 700 Edgar County children at risk of not having Christmas presents, with each child receiving approximately seven 
gifts to unwrap. Volunteers wrapped all of the presents Wednesday, Dec. 12, and Thursday, Dec. 13, at Lake Ridge Christian Church

LAURIE
WILLIAMS
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Gary Henry/ The Prairie Press

Dalton Schramm, standing, and Alexis Sweet, seated, work as a team at the Christmas for Kids Wrap Party at Lake Ridge Chris-
tian Church, Wednesday, Dec. 12. They assisted in wrapping presents for more than 700 children in Edgar County whose families 
need some extra help at the holiday season. Gift delivery was both Wednesday and Thursday evenings.

CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS IS WRAPPING UP

Remembering the full story
Recognizing the complete arc of Christ’s life is especially important during Christmas
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DEC. 15   COOKIE SALE
The Altar Society of St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church annual cookie 
sale is 1-3 p.m. today, Dec. 15, in 
the parish hall at 528 N. Main. A 
wide variety of yummy home-
made cookies are available for 
the holidays. Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
Claus will be present to visit 
with children and parents are 
welcome to bring cameras and 
take pictures. An area is set up 
where kids may color and have a 
light snack while adults shop the 

GRACE NOTES

APOLLO
FROM PAGE 5B

Puppets tell the Christmas story

Special to The Prairie Press

The Sonshine and Sonbeam Puppeteer teams from the Presby-
terian Church in Paris are ready for the 16th annual Christmas 
musical. “Star Search” is 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16, at the church. 
Front row, left to right,Vicky Jewell, Mellie McCollough and 
Misty Smith. Back row, left to right, Tom Hebermehl, the Rev. 
Rodger Allen and Liz Gough. Not pictured are Kade Lewsader, 
Krysten McNulty, Annie Proffitt, Michael Proffitt, Evey Ray and 
the Rev. Laurie Williams.

Join Us For

Drink 
included

$8.99

1218 N. Main Street 
Paris, IL

217.466.1610

Including salad bar, pizza & fried chicken

Lunch Buffet
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 Includes Drink

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $9.99 Includes Drink

Includes
Drink

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

217-826-8831

Winter Wine 
& Dine 

January 15, 6 p.m. 
Tickets on sale now

Closed for Holidays/Vacation
December 17 - January 3

“to explore new worlds, to 
seek out vast knowledge and 
then to mobilize the great 
knowledge of science and 
technology and the wisdom 
of humanity, to mobilize it 
now to save this oasis, our is-
land home.”

To drive his point home, 
Curry led the crowd in a slow, 
soft rendition of “He’s Got the 
Whole World in His Hands.”

Curry’s environmentalist 
message likely resonated with 
the next speaker, NASA Ad-
ministrator Jim Bridenstine. 
Earlier this year, the former 
Republican congressman 

from Oklahoma became one 
of the few high-level Trump 
appointees to throw his sup-
port behind the overwhelm-
ing scientific evidence for cli-
mate change and declare that 
humans are contributing to it.

Bridenstine’s remarks at the 
cathedral focused on the sheer 
audacity of the Apollo 8 mis-
sion. He noted the astronauts’ 
Christmas message reached 
those in Soviet Russia, where 
religious celebrations were 
discouraged by the officially 
atheistic government.

He then cited the Gene-
sis passage to frame NASA’s 
plans to return to the moon. 
He explained that ice found 
there could provide resources 

and even rocket fuel for future 
space missions to Mars, the 
moons of Jupiter and beyond.

That Scripture passage says 
that “God separated the waters, 
the water below the firmament 
… and the waters above the 
firmament,” he said. “We now 
know that there are hundreds 
of billions of tons of water ice 
at the poles of the moon.”

A few months after the 
Apollo 8 Scripture reading, 
Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz 
Aldrin, a Presbyterian, had 
Communion on the moon 
— complete with bread and 
a small vial of wine — just 
hours before stepping out on 
the lunar surface with Neil 
Armstrong. Astronaut Edgar 
Mitchell carried microfilmed 
copies of the King James Bible 
on Apollo 14. In 1996, astro-
naut Jeffrey Hoffman, who 
is Jewish, read the opening 
verses of Genesis from a To-
rah scroll while in orbit. And 
in 2007, the Malaysian space 
agency convened a group of 
more than 150 Islamic schol-
ars to determine how Muslim 
astronaut Sheikh Muszaphar 
Shukor could pray while or-
biting the planet in the Inter-
national Space Station.

On Tuesday night, Hollerith 
mentioned the National Ca-
thedral retains a piece of the 
otherworldly in its walls. One 
of the stained-glass windows 
in the main sanctuary is called 
the “Space Window” — a gift 
from former NASA Adminis-
trator Thomas O. Paine — and 
contains a piece of moon rock 
collected during Apollo 11. 
The window was illuminated 
for the occasion.

Asked about the possibility 
of sending faith leaders into 
space, Bridenstine said NASA 
absolutely would be amenable 
to the idea.

“I think it’d be fantastic — 
why not?” he said, pivoting to 
a discussion of NASA’s role 
as customer in the rapidly 
expanding private space in-
dustry.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Sonshine and Sonbeam 
Puppeteers present the 16th 
annual Christmas musical at 
6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16, at The 
Presbyterian Church of Paris.

Gina Boe and Barb Dorn 
wrote this year’s production 
titled “Star Search.”

The musical tells the story 
of how God put his plan into 
motion as well as the search 
for the special Star of Beth-
lehem. The characters in the 
musical are almost all stars 
watching Earth from above as 
preparations are made and fi-
nalized for the birth of Christ. 
The musical includes both 

catchy, lively songs as well as 
some familiar, more lyrical 
pieces.

Puppeteers use arm-rod 
18-inch, 16-inch and smaller 
puppets dressed as stars, plus 
an angel and young children. 
Providing the all-important 
background are the propateers 
with beautifully hand-created 
props behind the tiered stage 
of royal blue curtains with the 
hanging logo banners of both 
the Sonshine and the Son-
beam teams. Sparkling stars 
add to the heavenly effect. 

Director Barbara Bergdolt 
stresses the puppet musical is 
not only for children, noting 
that people of all ages will love 
the performance. She added 
participants in the two puppet 
groups are aged five through 
senior citizens.

No tickets are required in 
advance for the musical, but a 
free-will offering will be taken. 
Those attending are invited to 
stay for light refreshments fol-

lowing the program, which is 
less than an hour long. 

The Presbyterian Church 
is located at 241 W. Court St., 

Paris. For further information, 
contact Bergdolt at 217-465-
4680 or the church office at 
217-465-5118.

selection. A baker’s dozen of 13 
cookies is $6.    

DEC. 18  CHRISTIAN WOM-
EN’S LUNCH

The next Christian Women’s 
Connection of Terre Haute 
luncheon is 11 a.m. Dec. 18 
in the MCL meeting room at 
Meadows Shopping Center. 
Speaker Sue Tunberg dis-
cusses angels and music is by 
Dan Higus. Call 812-234-7388 
or 812-249-3084 to make 
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Health insurance jigsaw puzzle
Open-enrollment period ends, short-term insurance plans gain traction; some navigators find budgets cut

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The woman arrived at the 
University of South Florida’s 
navigator office in Tampa a few 
weeks ago with a 40-page doc-
ument describing a short-term 
health insurance plan she was 
considering. She was uncom-
fortable with what the broker 
had said about the coverage, 
she told Jodi Ray, a health in-
surance navigator who helps 
people enroll in coverage, and 
she wanted help understand-
ing it.

The document was con-
fusing, according to Ray, who 
oversees Covering Florida, the 
state’s navigator program. It was 
hard to decipher which services 
would be covered.

“It was like a bunch of puzzle 
pieces,” she said.

Encouraged by her wife, 
the woman eventually opted 
instead for a marketplace plan 
with comprehensive benefits.

The annual open-enroll-
ment period for people who 
buy their own insurance on 
the Affordable Care Act’s mar-
ketplaces ends Dec. 15 in most 
states. Enrollment in states that 
use the federal healthcare.gov 
platform has been sluggish this 
year compared to last. From 
Nov. 1 through Dec. 1, about 
3.2 million people had chosen 
plans for 2019. Compared with 
the previous year, that’s about 
400,000 fewer, or a drop of just 
over 11 percent.

The wider availability of 
short-term plans is one big 
change that has set this year 
apart from past sign-up periods.

Another is the elimination 
of the penalty for not having 
health insurance starting next 
year. The Congressional Bud-
get Office has estimated that as 
many as 3 million people who 
buy their own coverage may 
give it up when they don’t face 
a tax penalty.  But experts who 

have studied health insurance 
enrollment say that surveys so 
far indicate the penalty hasn’t 
typically been the pivotal factor 
in people’s decision on whether 
to buy insurance.

They also caution against 
reading too much into the pre-
liminary enrollment totals.

“There typically is a surge in 
enrollment at the end,” said Sa-
brina Corlette, research profes-
sor at Georgetown University’s 
Center on Health Insurance 
Reforms. “It’s hard to know 
whether it will make up for the 
shortfall.”

If they don’t pick a new plan, 
people who are enrolled in a 
2018 marketplace plan may 
be automatically re-enrolled 
in their current plan or anoth-
er one that is similar when the 
open-enrollment period ends. 
About a quarter of people who 
have marketplace plans are re-
assigned in this way.

Another factor that may be 

affecting enrollment is tighter 
federal funding for the health 
insurance navigators, like Jodi 
Ray in Tampa, who guide con-
sumers through the complicat-
ed process. With fewer experts 
available to answer questions 
and help fill out the enrollment 
forms, consumers may fall 
through the cracks.

Across the country, funding 
for navigators dropped from 
$36 million in 2017 to $10 mil-
lion this year. In Florida, fed-
eral funding for the Covering 
Florida navigator program was 
slashed to $1.25 million this 
year from $4.9 million last year, 
Ray said. The program was 
the only one to receive federal 
funding in the state this year.

The Covering Florida pro-
gram reduced the number of 
open-enrollment navigators to 
59 this year, a nearly 61 percent 
drop, Ray said. Navigators this 
year are available in only half 
of Florida counties; the orga-

nization is offering telephone 
assistance and virtual visits to 
people in counties where they 
can’t offer in-person help.

“It’s all we can do,” Ray said. 
So far, the group’s navigators 
have enrolled about half the 
number of people this year as 
they had last year.

It’s unclear the extent to 
which the Trump administra-
tion’s efforts to reduce health 
care costs by expanding access 
to short-term plans is affecting 
marketplace plan enrollment.

These plans, originally de-
signed to cover people who 
expected to be out of an in-
surance plan for a short time, 
such as when they change jobs, 
can be less expensive. Unlike 
marketplace plans, short-term 
plans don’t have to provide 
comprehensive benefits or 
guarantee coverage for people 
who have pre-existing medical 
conditions.

The Obama administration 

limited short-term plans to a 
three-month term. But in Au-
gust, the federal government 
issued a rule that allowed their 
sale with initial terms of up to a 
year, and the option of renewal 
for up to three years.

Ten states either ban short-
term plans or restrict them to 
terms of less than three months, 
said Sarah Lueck, a senior poli-
cy analyst at the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities.

Many people are seemingly 
not focused on their options 
this open-enrollment season, 
however. According to a recent 
survey, about half of adults un-
der age 65 who were uninsured 
or who buy their own coverage 
said they planned to buy a plan 
for 2019. But only 24 percent 
of people in that age group said 
they knew what the deadline 
was to enroll in health insur-
ance, according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation’s Novem-
ber health tracking poll.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

From Thanksgiving through New 
Year’s Day, anyone who is committed to 
eating healthy and to practice mindful 
eating, finds temptations everywhere. 
Parties, travel, office get-togethers and 
family functions disrupt daily routines.

The problem is this goes on for 
weeks. The key, according to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control, is planning and 
a commitment to continuing exercise 
and sleep.

One may not be able to control 
the food being  served. What’s more, 
chances are others sitting nearby are 
eating tempting treats. 

The answer is to holiday proof the 
plan:
nEat close to your usual times to 

keep blood sugar steady. If a meal is 
served later than normal, eat a small 
snack at the usual mealtime and eat a 
little less when dinner is served.
nInvited to a party? Offer to bring a 

healthy dish along.
nIf you have a sweet treat, cut back 

on other carbs (like potatoes and 
bread) during the meal.
nDon’t skip meals to save up for a 

feast. It is harder to keep blood sugar in 
control, and you’ll be really hungry and 
more likely to overeat.
nIf you slip up, get right back to 

healthy eating with your next meal.
There are also ways to enjoy treats 

without completely checking out. In-
stead of pecan pie, choose pumpkin pie. 
Even with a dollop of whipped cream, 

calories and sugar are cut by at least a 
third.

No time for a trip to the gym? Break 
physical activity into small chunks 
fitting your schedule. Instead of walk-
ing to the kitchen or breakroom, walk 
around the block several times a day.

Me time is important this time of 
year and being mindful of your overall 
health is important. It doesn’t have to 
be a trip to a spa or an overnight trip but 
something as simple as taking a nap, a 
hot bath or having your nails done. The 
idea is to get your energy back before 
moving on to the next holiday concert 
to celebration.

Many parties and celebrations fea-

ture a buffet but there are ways to out-
smart that behemoth. Have a small 
plate of the foods you like best and 
then move away from the buffet table. 
Try a salad or dessert plate for the main 
course and a teaspoon to serve yourself. 
What looks like a normal portion on a 
12-inch plate or a trough-like bowl can 
be sinfully huge. In one study conduct-
ed at the Food and Brand Lab at Cor-
nell University, even nutrition experts 
served themselves 31 percent more 
ice cream when using oversize bowls 
compared with smaller bowls. The size 
of the serving utensil mattered, too: 
Subjects served themselves 57 percent 

A SEASON OF TEMPTATIONS

Special to The Prairie Press

According to the Center for Disease Control, one of the ways to control weight gain during the holidays is to practice mindful 
eating. Planning, getting enough sleep and walking for exercise can keep unwanted pounds off.

Merry, mindful holidays

See MINDFUL, Page 8B

The other day came a 
lengthy report (https://
go.cms.gov/2StPAIu) 

from the 
Centers 
for Medi-
care & 
Medicaid 
Services 
(CMS) 
announc-
ing wor-
risome 
findings 
for anyone 
with a 

Medicare Advantage plan 
or anyone thinking about 
buying one in the future. 
The findings are also rele-
vant to anyone buying any 
kind of health insurance 
this year. 

The ominous takeaway? 
The information given 

to consumers in the pro-
vider directories is deeply 
flawed, often misleading, 
inaccurate, and “can create 
a barrier to care,” CMS 
said. Imagine choosing a 
plan based on the infor-
mation stating your doctor 
is in the plan’s network, 
only to find he or she is 
not and you have to find a 
new doctor, perhaps in an 
inconvenient location.

Actually, finding any 
provider at all may be 
hard. CMS said that pro-
viders were not located at 
one-third of the addresses 
indicated in the provider 
directories. That means if 
a beneficiary tried to make 
an appointment with the 
doctor at a particular loca-
tion, they’d be out of luck. 
Government researchers 
noted that sometimes 
providers did not work or 
accept the health plan at 
any of the locations listed 
in the directory.

Had the provider ever 
been part of the health 
plan’s network? Good 
question. CMS said this 
was a concern. 

About half of the online 
directories the agency 
sampled had at least one 
inaccuracy. The directories 
included incorrect phone 
numbers, indications that 

The term wellness is 
frequently used to describe 
our state of being based on 

physical 
and men-
tal health 
factors. 

It is 
well es-
tablished 
there is a 
close rela-
tionship 
between 
mind and 
body with 

overall health and well-be-
ing, and healthcare pro-
fessionals, employers and 
community organizations 
continue to expand efforts 
to educate and encourage 
healthier living. Unfortu-
nately in the United States, 
several key health indica-
tors have been trending in 
an unfavorable direction 
for decades.  

Average life expectancy 
in this county has fallen 
for the third straight year, 
which hasn’t happened 
since World War I. Over 
70,000 Americans died as 
a result of a variety of drug 
overdoses in 2017, and sui-
cide rates have increased 
by more than a third in the 
last 20 years.  While amaz-
ing progress continues to 
be made in the diagnosis 
and treatment of many 
serious medical condi-
tions, heart disease, cancer, 
lower respiratory disease, 
accidents and stroke re-
main our country’s leading 
causes of death.

Regular screenings and 
check-ups with a physician 
are vital for good health, 
but it’s equally important 
to overall wellness and lon-
gevity to engage in as many 
of the Top Six Health 
Behaviors as possible:  
nExercise regularly
nLimit unhealthy fat 

intake
nEat five or more 

servings of fruits and 
vegetables daily
nLimit alcohol 

consumption (and never 

KEN
POLKY
BEE 
WELL

TRUDY
LIEBERMAN
THINKING 
ABOUT HEALTH

Celebrating 
wellness in 
unhealthy 
times

See POLKY, Page 8B

Directories 
outdated, 
incorrect

See DIRECTORY, Page 8B
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Come join a winning team!

Check out what we have to offer at prairiepress.net
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217-465-1024

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Dave Dudley
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Ford

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Bacon $4.29/lb

Christmas Gift Certificates Available!

MINDFUL
FROM PAGE 7B

more when they used a 
three-ounce scoop versus a 
smaller scoop.

Avoid or limit alcohol. 
Pour drinks into tall, skin-
ny glasses, not the fat, wide 
kind. Studies at Cornell have 
shown people are likely to 
pour 30 percent more liquid 
into squatter vessels. 

It’s OK to fit in favorites. 
No food is on the naugh-
ty list. Instead of wasting 
calories on foods that you 
can have at any time of the 
year, pick items that are 
truly special and unique to 

POLKY
FROM PAGE 7B

drink and drive)
 nDon’t smoke
 nKeep a healthy weight
Adhering to this list is a 

tall order for most of us, par-
ticularly with all of the lavish 
food and drink advertise-
ments that bombard us from 
Halloween to the New Year. 
With so many celebrations 
and temptations, resisting 
unhealthy practices can be 
a lot like playing whack-a-
mole, where as soon as you 
deal with one pesky problem 
compromising wellness 
two others pop up. Conse-
quently, many people look at 
the holiday season as a lost 
cause related to the Top Six, 
convinced they will just have 
to wait until January to get 
healthier living goals back on 
track.

National statistics suggest 

we are living in unhealthy 
times, and there are many 
temptations, psycho-social 
stressors and geo-political 
factors taking their toll on our 
sense of well-being. However, 
we shouldn’t give in to the 
idea that we are powerless 
in the face of these challeng-
es. We may not be able to 
successfully navigate our way 
through all of the obstacles 
to healthy living during these 
difficult times, but it doesn’t 
mean we should just give 
up and wait until times are 
better. Even if some of the 
external challenges lessen 
in the future, it is likely our 
personal circumstances won’t 
significantly improve unless 
we continue to work on our 
wellness goals.

During the upcoming 
family gatherings and holiday 
celebrations make a point 
to reflect on how you can 
still pursue healthier living 

even if you have strayed from 
some of the Top Six. During 
challenging times, it is not 
about trying to be perfect, it 
is about staying engaged and 
not giving up on the process.  

Celebrate personal well-
ness efforts and get loved 
ones involved by bringing 
up wellness as a topic of dis-
cussion. You are likely to find 
out some interesting things 
about what they are doing to 
improve their own well-be-
ing. Chances are it will also 
lighten the mood as you learn 
something new to add to 
your wellness toolbox. 

(Ken Polky is executive di-
rector of the Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark 
Counties. Email him at ken-
neth.polky@hrcec.org. Bee Well 
Health is provided by members 
of the Bee Well of Edgar Coun-
ty Coalition, which is dedicated 
to making Edgar County a 
healthier place to live.)

DIRECTORY
FROM PAGE 7B

a provider was accepting new 
patients when that wasn’t the 
case and claims that provid-
ers were practicing at loca-
tions where they were not. 

All these findings, of 
course, raise the question: 
Why so many mistakes given 
how detrimental this bad in-
formation can be to seniors? 
CMS investigated that, too, 
and found a, “general lack of 

internal audit and testing of 
directory accuracy among 
many Medicare Advantage 
organizations.” The health 
plans rely on credentialing 
services and vendor support 
to ensure directory accuracy, 
which is not exactly a reliable 
method, the agency con-
cluded. 

What’s worse is that when 
CMS researchers called 
doctors’ offices, they found 
directory information had 
been out of date for a long 
time, and some of the doctors 
listed in the networks had 
been retired or dead for years.

Medicare Advantage 
members aren’t the only 
ones facing the dilemma of 
inaccurate directories com-
plicating their choices for the 
coming year. 

The consulting firm 
Avalere Health just reported 
that 72 percent of the plans 
offered on HealthCare.
gov, the Affordable Care 
Act shopping exchange, are 
what’s called narrow network 
plans. “This is a trend we’re 
seeing not just in this market 
but in traditional employ-

er-sponsored insurance, and 
this is going to continue,” 
said Chris Sloan, a director 
at Avalere. Such narrow 
network plans often provide 
no coverage for visits to 
doctors or hospitals that are 
not part of the network. That 
means beneficiaries pay out 
of pocket if they use one of 
those providers. 

Consumers are not only 
being hit with fewer choic-
es and narrow networks, 
but the information about 
providers may be as inaccu-
rate for shoppers as it is for 
Medicare beneficiaries.

Narrow networks are a 
way to control costs because 
the insurer covers only those 
practitioners with which 
it’s able to reach a financial 
agreement. In other words, 
the insurer wants lower pric-
es and the providers want 
higher prices. The two sides 
negotiate until they arrive at 
a price for a service that both 
parties find acceptable. Each 
side plays a lot of games, and 
the final contracts are not 
available for public inspec-
tion.

We keep hearing that con-
tinuity of care is important, 
and patients in the U.S. have 
always valued choosing their 
own physicians. Remember, 
maintaining that choice was 
a big selling point for the 
Affordable Care Act, but 
rhetoric that sells legislation 
is not the same as actual 
practice.

On the other hand, fewer 
choices are, “not necessarily 
a negative thing so long as 
consumers understand what 
they are buying,” Sloan said.

But even that may be hard 
if the CMS revelations about 
Medicare Advantage plans 
are any guide.

(Trudy Lieberman is an 
award-winning health journal-
ist. Thinking About Health is 
made possible through a grant 
from The Commonwealth Fund 
and distributed through the 
Illinois Press Foundation, Rural 
Health News Service providing 
partnering press associations 
with unbiased health-related 
information, designed to help 
better understand the health 
issues facing our communities, 
states and nation.)

the season, like your grand-
mother's candied yams or 
your daughter's first batch 
of Christmas cookies. 
Choose the dishes you re-
ally love and can’t get any 
other time of year, like Aunt 
Edna’s pumpkin pie. Slow 
down and savor a small 
serving. If you plan for it, 
no food needs to be on the 
naughty list.

There’s a lot on your plate 
this time of year and physical 
activity can get crowded out. 
But being active is a secret 
holiday weapon. 

It can help make up for 
eating more than usual and 
reduce stress during this 

most stressful time of year. 
Get moving with friends and 
family. Take a walk after a 
holiday meal.

Going out more and stay-
ing out later often means 
cutting back on sleep. When 
you’re sleep deprived, you’ll 
tend to eat more and prefer 
high-fat, high-sugar food. 
Aim for seven to eight hours 
per night to guard against 
mindless eating.

Most of all, remember 
what the season is about — 
celebrating and connecting 
with the people you care 
about. When you focus more 
on the fun, it’s easier to focus 
less on the food.

REUSE
the news
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Across
1. “What are the ___?”
5. Indian bread
9. Hail Mary, e.g.
13. Need a bath badly
14. Earthen pots
16. Length x width, for a rectangle
17. Amounted (to)
18. Bring up
19. Fluff
20. A deadly sin
22. To lash back
24. Decorated, as a cake
26. Hose material
27. Casual top
29. Angry expression
33. Ed.’s request (acronym)
34. Genealogy
37. Dostoyevsky novel, with “The”
38. “___ Lang Syne”
40. 86 is a high one
42. “Men always hate most what 
they ___ most”: Mencken
43. Divided
45. Bustles
47. Golf ball support
48. Go up and down
50. A horn of a buck
52. Southern breakfast dish
55. Big game
56. Dishonorable person
60. Eucharistic plate
63. O. Henry’s “The Gift of the ___”
64. Join securely
66. Acute
67. “One of ___” (Willa Cather novel)
68. Dispatch
69. Cut, maybe
70. Delight
71. Makeup, e.g.
72. Cost of living?
Down
1. Tolkien creatures
2. “Agreed!”
3. Unmarried girl
4. Draw

5. “___ any drop to drink”: Coleridge
6. Apple spray
7. Roswell crash victim, supposedly
8. Foul
9. A recantation
10. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
11. Cast
12. Fill
15. Christmas ___
21. Prince of Wales, e.g.
23. Centers of activity
25. Discontinue
27. Brownish gray
28. Cause for a lawsuit
30. Literary term for wintertime
31. Paramour
32. Eye affliction
33. Back talk

35. “___ bad!”
36. Fizzy drink
39. Change of appearance
41. Like some memories
44. Mountain pool
46. Increase, with “up”
49. Extent from side to side
51. One who is in charge
53. Milk-Bone biscuit, e.g.
54. Taste, e.g.
56. E.P.A. concern
57. Net lining in back of a hat
58. Shrek, e.g.
59. Gobs
61. “___ Brockovich”
62. After deductions (var. 
spelling)
65. After expenses

CROSSWORD

Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

Analytics manipulation of the 
2016 presidential election is 
well known but that is only 
a small part of the personal 
profile economy. 

Facebook claims to provide 
a social network, free mes-
saging, free phone calling and 
much more. It is not free. We 
pay with our privacy. The com-
pany has perfected monetizing 
user profiles. Every like click 
is recorded. Take one of those 
silly surveys and you are giving 
away your soul. 

If a survey asks, “what states 

and theme parks have you 
visited?” some vendor is going 
to target you with a designed 
to appeal vacation package. It 
costs vendors just pennies to 
target individual technology 
users for a potential to earn 
thousands. 

More than 80 percent 
of American adults own a 
smartphone. That phone is 
continually collecting data and 
sending it back to the moth-
ership through the Facebook 
app, a shopping app, a browser 
with cookies and they all moni-
tor personal habits. GPS in the 
phone tracks everywhere a 
person goes. Ever get a request 

to answer questions on a store 
you just visited? 

The marketing will soon be 
out of bounds unless con-
trols are established. Burger 
King has a holiday marketing 
campaign active now. After 
installing the app, a person 
can order a Whopper for one 
penny provided the order is 
placed from inside a McDon-
ald’s restaurant or parking lot. 
Drive to McDonalds, order a 
Whopper then drive to BK to 
pick it up for 1 cent. Wait until 
self-driving cars are common.

Gillian Brockell, a video 
editor for the Washington 
Post, published an article 

on the paper’s website Dec. 
12 complaining about the 
insensitivity of the targeted 
marketing. She writes about 
getting pregnancy and baby 
ads after her personal postings 
and searches revealed she was 
expecting. Unfortunately, she 
lost the baby but the market-
ing software failed to detect 
that in her postings and she is 
continually being reminded of 
her loss by the steady flow of 
ads directed toward pregnant 
women or those who have just 
given birth.

Brockell asks if the software 
is so capable of determining 
she is pregnant shouldn’t it 

also be smart enough to know 
she lost the child and cease 
sending ads she never signed 
up to receive or wanted in the 
first place.

Technology is listening all 
of the time. People who ask 
SERI or Google Assistant are 
probably unaware that every 
question ever asked is recorded 
and saved in each individual’s 
personal profile. The questions 
are even transcribed into text 
files, and it is not just the ques-
tions asked directly. The device 
has to be in listen mode to wait 
for a question. It is recording 
all the time. Maybe not 100 
percent but a large part of a 
user’s day is recorded.

A SMART Speaker, like 
Alexa or Google Home is an 
eavesdropping listening device. 
It continually scans the room 
for anything being said.

 As a result, Amazon is facing 
a legal issue in a New Hamp-
shire court. A judge ordered 
Amazon to turn over two days 
of detailed recordings from an 
Echo that was in a room where 
a double murder occurred. The 
prosecutor believes the Echo 
heard, and recorded, the strug-
gle and conversations when 
two women were murdered.

Who needs to bug a room 
when people record their 
own lives? Even everyday 
comments are marketing gold. 
Mention a sofa is showing wear 
and living room furniture ads 
may start appearing on person-
al devices.

Wearable SMART devices 
have been popular gifts for 
a couple years. That Apple 
Watch or Fitbit records a per-
son’s location, movements and 
logs heart rate and breathing. 
Health insurance providers 
would love access to six 
months of Fitbit data revealing 
activity levels, breathing while 
sleeping and under physical 
stress, if the heart was ever in 
afib or non ideal rhythm. It is 
not ethical to give it to them, 

but there is a risk when people 
are not always ethical.

Courts are using this data. 
Commit a crime and that 
SMART band has a record of 
the perpetrator being in the 
house and with a rapid heart 
rate showing adrenaline was 
pumping during the commis-
sion of the crime. 

Warrants and convictions 
have been obtained using 
this corroborating evidence. 
Combined with the ubiquitous 
security cameras on porches all 
along the street and technology 
is changing crime fighting.

Thinking of getting a robot 
vacuum cleaner? That Roomba 
will bump its way around the 
house until it generates a floor 
plan map to follow. While it 
cleans it is also sending data 
back to the iRobot company 
where other computers know 
a home’s floor plan, furniture 
placement and how worn the 
carpet is. This is a gold mine 
for marketing. It’s also a perfect 
map for a burglar.  

Big Brother is watching. We 
are giving away our privacy. 
The data collected is knowl-
edge in an information econ-
omy and knowledge is power. 
So much so that Google is 
selling high end, state of the art 
Pixel-3 phones for less than it 
costs to make them. The profit 
to Google comes in selling all 
of the personal data the phones 
collect on owners.

Power is neither good nor 
bad itself. Beneficial or evil 
depends on how it’s used. As a 
great six-grade teacher I know 
was fond of saying, “Always use 
your superpowers for good.”  
Sadly, that is not always the 
case. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us) 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Shiloh Student 
Council and FFA members 
worked hard this prior week 
preparing and distributing food 
baskets to those in need within 
the school district. 

FFA advisor Tonya Eich and 
student council advisor Dorene 
Boland assisted with planning 
and execution of this labor-in-
tensive project. School nurse, 
Kara Bosch, also played a large 
role in the project’s success.  

The students sorted food do-
nations, shopped and packed 
boxes making sure the food 
baskets were ready for after 
school delivery Wednesday, 
Dec. 12.

Both the student council and 
FFA fundraise all year to pro-
vide as many baskets as possible 
each holiday season. Students 
also rely on monetary dona-
tions from local businesses and 
community members as well 
as food collected during the 
“Bribe a Teacher Week” food 

drive and from bags placed and 
picked up on doorsteps in the 
community.  

Some teachers participate by 
offering students extra credit, 
no-homework coupons or an-
other option of the teacher’s 
choice for a non-perishable 
food donation.  

Sponsors regard this as a 
wonderful project that brings 
the entire school together 
since elementary through high 
school students and staff are 
invited to participate. The food 
basket project has been a Shiloh 
tradition for more than 30 years 
and each year the students and 
advisors try to provide as much 
food as possible.  

Students delivered 32 food 
baskets within the Shiloh com-
munity, helping more than 100 
people.  

Students said FFA and stu-
dent council make a great team, 
and they are proud to serve 
the communities of Brocton, 
Hume, Metcalf, Murdock, 
Newman and Redmon.

Shiloh students 
distribute food baskets

Special to The Prairie Press

Emily Hall, standing, and Will Benner, seated, help sort the 
food going into the Christmas Baskets the Shiloh High School 
Student Council and FFA put together every year for school 
district families needing extra help for the holidays. Students 
distributed 32 baskets Wednesday, Dec. 12, which should help an 
estimated 100 people.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – 
With schools on break and 
families traveling for the 
Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays, the Terre Haute Chil-
dren’s Museum is bringing 
some extra holiday cheer with 
special hours and activities.  

Local families hosting out-
of-town guests will find the 
museum is a place where all 
generations can have a shared 
experience to create memo-
ries. It's easy to find common 
ground when adults engage 
in and support their children's 
play at the museum resulting in 
quality family time.  

The Museum's Education 
Team is hosting special events 
throughout the holiday period.

Elf Games – Children can 
become an official elf by going 
through special training. Par-
ticipants visit several stations 
where a head elf marks the 
report card. Once the card is 
completed, children visit Elf 
Headquarters to make a badge 
and sign the Official Elves of 
2018 display board. Elf Games 
are 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 22, 26, 

27, 28 and 29. Participation is 
included with admission.

New Year's Noon – Kids 
don’t have to stay up until mid-
night to celebrate and welcome 
the New Year, kid-style. The 
museum opens at 10 a.m. Dec. 
31 to make crowns and noise-
makers and ring in the New 
Year at the stroke of noon with 
a ball drop and dance party. 
The museum is open for play 
until 2 p.m. and New Year’s 
Noon is included with admis-
sion.

Hands-On Science: Let It 
Snow ¬– The beginning of 
the year always brings a snowy 
cheer. Join the museum staff 
for hands-on activities in-
volving throwing snowballs, 
constructing snowflakes, and 
much more. Hands-on Science 
is 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Jan. 2, 3, 4 and 
5 and is included with admis-
sion.

First Friday: Hot Coco Con-
coctions – Get cozy and exper-
iment with different hot choc-
olate recipes. Discover how 
cooking is science by creating 
the perfect chocolate concoc-
tions to enjoy on a cold winter 
evening 5-8 p.m. Jan. 5. The 

event is included as part of the 
First Friday admission.  

The museum operation 
schedule is as follows:

Dec. 21 and Dec. 22, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m., ropes course 10:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.

Dec. 23, noon to 5 p.m., 
ropes course 12:30-3:30 p.m.

Dec. 24, museum closed
Dec. 25, museum closed
Dec. 26 and Dec. 27, 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., ropes course 10:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.

Dec. 28, 10 a.m.-8 p.m., 
ropes course 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m.

Dec. 29, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., ropes 
course 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Dec. 30, noon-5 p.m., ropes 
course 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Dec. 31, New Year's Noon 
Celebration, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
ropes course closed

Tues., Jan 1: museum closed
Jan. 2 and Jan. 3, 10 a.m.-6 

p.m., ropes course 10:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.

Jan. 4, 10 a.m.-8 p.m., ropes 
course, 10:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Jan. 5, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., ropes 
course 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Jan. 6, noon-5 p.m., ropes 
course 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Children’s Museum holiday schedule

BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A conservative federal judge 
in Texas on Friday ruled the 
Affordable Care Act invalid 
on the eve of the sign-up dead-
line for next year. But with ap-
peals certain, even the Trump 
White House said the law will 
remain in place for now.

In a 55-page opinion, U.S. 
District Judge Reed O'Con-
nor ruled that last year's tax 
cut bill knocked the constitu-
tional foundation from under 
Obamacare by eliminating a 
penalty for not having cover-
age. The rest of the law cannot 
be separated from that provi-
sion and is therefore invalid, 
he wrote.

Supporters of the law im-
mediately said they would 
appeal. 

The White House applaud-
ed O'Connor's ruling, but said 
the law remains in place while 
appeals proceed. President 
Donald Trump tweeted that 
Congress should pass a new 
law.

"As I predicted all along, 
Obamacare has been struck 
down as an UNCONSTITU-
TIONAL disaster!" Trump 
tweeted. "Now Congress must 
pass a STRONG law that pro-
vides GREAT healthcare and 
protects pre-existing condi-
tions."

However, Congress is un-
likely to act while the case 
remains in the courts. Numer-
ous high-ranking Republican 
lawmakers have said they did 
not intend to also strike down 
popular provisions such as 
protection for people with 
pre-existing medical condi-
tions when they repealed the 
ACA's fines for people who 
can afford coverage but re-
main uninsured.

Still, Democratic Rep. Nan-
cy Pelosi, who is expected to 
become House speaker in Jan-
uary, vowed to fight what she 
called an absurd ruling. She 
said the House, "will move 
swiftly to formally intervene 
in the appeals process to up-
hold the life-saving protec-

tions for people with pre-ex-
isting conditions and reject 
Republicans' effort to destroy 
the Affordable Care Act."

White House press secre-
tary Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
said: "We expect this ruling 
will be appealed to the Su-
preme Court. Pending the ap-
peal process, the law remains 
in place."

Legal expert Timothy Jost, 
a supporter of the health law, 
said O'Connor's ruling would 
have repercussions for nearly 
all Americans if it stands. If 
the entire health law is inval-
idated, popular provisions 
that benefit Medicare bene-
ficiaries and people with em-
ployer coverage would also be 
scrapped. That could include 
the section that allows parents 
to keep young adult children 
on their coverage until age 26.

About 20 million people 
have gained health insur-
ance coverage since the ACA 
passed in 2010 without a 
single Republican vote. Cur-
rently, about 10 million have 
subsidized private insurance 
through the health law's in-
surance markets, while an esti-
mated 12 million low-income 
people are covered through its 
Medicaid expansion.

Saturday is the sign-up 
deadline for 2019 private 
plans through HealthCare.
gov. Meanwhile, a number of 
states are expected to move 
forward with Medicaid expan-
sion after Democratic victo-
ries in the midterm elections.

If the case were to reach the 
Supreme Court it would mark 
the third time the justices 
consider a challenge to funda-
mental provisions of the law. 
Obamacare opponents lost 
both the first two cases.

The five justices who up-
held the health law in 2012 in 
the first major case — Chief 
Justice John Roberts and the 
court's four liberals — are all 
still serving.

Since then public opinion 
on the ACA has shifted from 
mostly negative to generally 
favorable.

Preserving the law's pro-

Federal judge rules health care 
overhaul unconstitutional

tections for people with 
pre-existing medical condi-
tions proved to be a strong 
argument for Democrats 
in the midterm elections. 
Republicans who tried 
to undermine those safe-
guards during their failed 
effort to repeal the health 
law last year were forced 
on the defensive and went 
on record saying they, too, 
want to make sure people 
with health problems can 
get coverage.

The GOP-led states who 
brought the lawsuit asked 
O'Connor to toss out the 
entire law after Congress 
repealed the individual 
mandate penalty for going 
without coverage. The con-
servative judge had previ-
ously ruled against other 
Obama-era policies.

The Trump administra-
tion weighed in, saying the 
government would no lon-
ger defend some core com-
ponents of the ACA, but 
that others could remain, 
including Medicaid expan-
sion, subsidies for private 
insurance and health insur-
ance markets.

Along with the require-
ment to have health insur-
ance, the administration 
said the parts of the law 
that should go included:
nThe requirement that 

insurers must take all ap-
plicants for comprehensive 
coverage regardless of prior 
health history, including 
pre-existing conditions. 
That includes a prohibition 
on insurers writing policies 
that exclude a particular 
condition — for example, a 
recurrence of breast cancer.
nThe prohibition on 

insurers charging higher 
premiums to people with 
health problems.

The health insurance 
industry says doing away 
with consumer protections 
will destabilize a market 
that seems to be finding its 
footing, with modest pre-
mium increases and more 
plan choices next year.
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CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

AUCTION*AUCTION*AUCTION*

Antiques, Primitives, Collectibles, Quality 
Furniture & more! 

LIVE & ONLINE SIMULCAST BIDDING!
Come ring in the New Year with some great deals!

Sunday, January 6th @ noon IL time
Mick Armstrong Moving & Consignment Sale!

Do you know someone you who needs to have an auction! Call us!
Currently taking consignments!

Merry Christmas from Callie Baber Auction Co.!

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Odd Jobs Mary
House cleaning, Organizing,
Windows, Minor Landscaping.
Serving Paris & the surrounding 
area.  (217) 508-2004

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  Can be home 
2-3 nights per week & weekends.  
1 yr exp required. Class A CDL. 
217-712-0429

Inside Sale
311 W Madison Street
Sat., Sun,, Mon., Tues 9 am. - 4 pm
Start on Saturday December 15

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training
Over 40 yrs exp
Offers beginning, beginning 
novice, and rally classes.
Call 217-275-3465

Small 2 bedroom, 1 bath house
Washer, dryer, stove & 
refrigerator included.
References needed.
$475/mo plus deposit.
Call 217-463-1427

2 bed, 1 bath, very clean home 
located in Paris. Central air, 
gas furnace.  New windows 
throughout.  W/D hookup.  Stove 
& refrigerator furnished.  
Contact Amy or Bob at 217-264-
4048 or 217-806-0333.  
Shown by appointment.  
$500/$500 deposit/rent. 
No pets.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 2br duplex apt 
on east lake. Washer, dryer 
dishwasher,  stove, refrigerator 
$675 month + dep
Call 466-8210 1yr lease

2 Rooms upstairs. All appli-
ances, including W/D. $300.00 
per month, half utilities.  Wi-fi & 
Direct TV available. 
Pets welcome. 
Call (217)712-1223

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

FOR RENT: Adult housing 
in Chrisman. 1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments, stove, refrig., washer 
& dryer furnished. Water & trash 
pick up furnished. Call 217-269-
2328 or 269-2548

2 Bedroom Apartment.  Large 
Living Room.  Eat In Kitchen with 
stainless appliances.  
Off Street Parking.  $530/month.  
$530 Deposit.  1 year lease.  
No Smoking.  No Pets.
Call 217-251-6290

TIRES 4 Sale
1 new 265/60R18  $50.00
used 265/70R17
like new 265/70R16 on rim
call 217-251-8937

TOP CASH PAID!  FOR OLD 
MOTORCYCLES!  1900-1979. 
DEAD OR ALIVE! 920-371-0494

COOKIE SALE
Sat. December 15

1:00-3:00 pm
St Mary’s Parish Hall

Baker’s dozen  $6

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. (312) 
291-9169; www.refrigerantfind-
ers.com

Paris Main Street Emporium
Over 5,000 sq ft of Antiques, 
Collectibles, Furniture, Jewelry, 
Clothing and a whole lot more!!
New Vendors Welcome!!
Come see us at 130 North Main
Paris, IL 61944. On the town 
square - Corner of Main & Wood
or call new owner Tracy Heiser at 
217-463-2992.
PLUS - we buy gold, silver, coins & 
vintage items!
Open Tues-Fri, 10am-4pm
and Saturday 10am-2pm

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on November 27, 2018 a certifi-
cate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
know as:
PEARL’S DUSTY CUPBOARD
located at 21600 E 700th Rd, 
Paris, Il 61944. Owner(s): Susan 
Eileen Farnham, Dated: November 
27, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

STATE BANK OF LINCOLN, an 
Illinois banking corporation, as 
assignee of Paris First, Branch of 
State Bank of Chrisman,
Plaintiff,
v. 
NORMA J. WILLOUGHBY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

No.:  2018CH35

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

  Notice is given to defendants, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, of the 
following described real estate, 
that the above entitled mortgage 
foreclosure action is now pending, 
and the day on or after which a 
default may be entered against 
said defendants is January 5, 
2019.
  The Plaintiff has certified that 
the above entitled mortgage 
foreclosure action was filed on 
September 28, 2018, and is now 
pending.
(i)  The names of all plaintiffs and 
the case number are identified 
above.
(ii)  The court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.
(iii)  The name of the title holder 
of record is:
Norma J. Willoughby. 
(iv)  A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:
The West 72 feet of even width 
of Lot No. 20 in Samuel Utter’s 
Addition to the Town, now City of 
Paris EXCEPT the North 70 feet 
of even width thereof; and except 
the South 8 ¼ feet of even width 
of the West 72 feet of Lot No. 20 
which was deeded to the City of 
Paris for alley purposes, in Deed 
Record 104, Page 241. 
Subject to all easements, restric-
tions and protective covenants of 
record.
Situated in Edgar County, Illinois.
Parcel No. 09-18-01-377-002
(v)  Common address or location 

of mortgaged premises:
506 South Central, Paris, Illinois 
61944
(vi)  An identification of the 
mortgage sought to be foreclosed 
is as follows:
(A) Nature of instrument:  
Mortgage.
(B) Date of mortgage:  December 
27, 2005.
(C) Name of mortgagors:  Paul 
L. Willoughby and Norma J. 
Willoughby.
(D) Name of mortgagee: Paris 
First, Branch of State Bank of 
Chrisman.
(E) Date and place of recording:  
December 28, 2005 in the 
Recorder’s Office of Edgar County, 
Edgar County, Illinois.
(F) Identification of recording:  
Document No. 2005-0003896.

Angie Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Timothy J. Rigby 
(ARDC #6225930)
Hart, Southworth & Witsman
Suite 501, One North Old State 
Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone:  (217) 753-0055
trigby@hswnet.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MELINDA K. ARMENTROUT, 
Deceased.
No. 2018 P 63

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
MELINDA K. ARMENTROUT .  
Letters of Office were issued on 
November 21, 2018 to Bradley 
A. Ford, 217 W Washington St., 
Paris, IL and   Teresa D. Blake, 
1570 E. 1293rd  Road, Brocton, 
IL. as Independent   Co-Executors 
whose attorney is FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. 
Central Ave., Paris, IL
61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before June 10, 
2019, (which is at least six months 
from the date of first publication 
of this Notice) and any claim not 
filed within the applicable period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
Bradley A. Ford and Teresa D. 
Blake
Independent Co-Executors

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/ 465-4196
FAX: 217/ 466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LONGVIEW  BANK & TRUST, f/k/a
STATE BANK OF CHRISMAN,
Plaintiff,
vs
FREDERICKA A. MOODY, a/
Ida FREDERICKA A. TINGLEY, 
Unknown Owners and Non-record 
Claimants,
Defendants.
CaseNo.  2018-CH-13

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT  TO 
JUDGMENT  OF FORECLOSURE

PUBLIC NOTICE  IS HEREBY  
GIVEN, that pursuant  to a 
Judgment  of Foreclosure  and 
Sale entered  by the Circuit  Court 
for the Fifth  Judicial  Circuit, 
Edgar County, Illinois  in the above 
entitled matter on August 14, 
2018, the Sheriff of Edgar County, 
in Paris, Illinois will on January 
3, 2019, at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, 115 W. Court Street, 
Paris, Illinois, at the hour of 2:15 
p.m. sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned  in said 
Judgment, situated  in the County 
of Edgar, State of Illinois,  or so 
much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment:
Legal Description of the 
Mortgaged Premises:
LOT NO. 18 AND THE SOUTH HALF 
OF LOT NO. 17, BLOCK NO. 5, IN 
THE RAILROAD ADDITION TO THE 
TOWN, NOW CITY OF CHRISMAN.   
IN EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
PREIN:  11-03-35-252-011
Common Address: 122 S Indiana, 
Chrisman, Illinois 61924
Description of improvements: 
residence
The judgment amount was:  
$37,212.38
Sale terms: This is an As Is 
sale for cash.   The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down 
by certified funds; the balance by 
certified funds within 24 hours.  
NO REFUNDS.
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
mowing fees, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity of 
title without recourse to Plaintiff.   
The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the Court.
Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 

receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.  The property 
will not be available for inspection 
prior to sale.  Prospective bidders 
are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.
For Information:  Richard L. 
James, Attorney at Law, 328 
North Central, P 0 Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944
Further information than that 
given here in this notice of sale is 
not required to be given.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

Richard James
ARDC # 1323156
328 N. Central Avenue 
P 0 Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
 rlj@rjameslaw.com

The Edgar County Emergency 
Telephone System Board will 
hold its annual meeting Monday, 
December 17, 2018 at 4:30pm at 
the Hartley-Taylor Training Center 
at 11200 Cherry Point Road, Paris.

CITY OF PARIS EDGAR 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NOTICE FOR BIDS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the 
City of Paris is taking bids for 
the demolition of the structures 
on real estate located in Paris, 
Illinois, to wit:
(1)  Lot 48 in O. S. Jones’ First 
Addition to the City of Paris, Paris, 
Illinois
Permanent Index 
No: 09-18-01-352-006
Commonly known as: 
501 Douglas Street, Paris, IL
(2)  Lot No. 209 in the Commercial 
Club Addition to the City of Paris.
Permanent Index 
No: 09-18-12-181-003
Commonly known as: 
1408 Ten Broeck Street, Paris, IL
SPECIFICATIONS of the demo-
lition and details of the bidding 
procedure can be secured at the 
Paris City Clerk’s Office located at 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
IL 61944.
Sealed bids must be delivered 
to the office of the City Clerk, 
206 South Central Avenue, 
Paris, IL 61944, before 4:00 p.m. 
on January 10, 2019, at which 
time bids will be opened and 
considered.

MICHAEL MARTIN
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
CITY OF PARIS

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax:  217-466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF ILLINOIS    EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ELEANOR E. BELT,
Deceased.

No. 2018 P 65

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ELEANOR E. BELT.  Letters of 
Office were issued on December 
7, 2018, to DAVID E. BELT, 2458 
E. Hillcrest Road, Casey, IL 62420 
as Independent Executor, whose 
Attorney is S. Craig Smith, Asher 
& Smith, 1119 N. Main Street, P.O. 
Box 340, Paris, IL 61944.
Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both, on or before June 22, 2019 
(at least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.
Dated this 11th day of December, 
2018.

DAVID E. BELT
Representative
Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
FRIEDA MARTIN,
Deceased.
No. 2018-P-64

CLAIMS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE TO HEIRS

Notice is given of the death of 
FRIEDA MARTIN, of Paris, Illinois, 
who died on October 22, 2018.  
Letters of Office as Independent 
Executor were issued on 
December 6, 2018 to CAROLE 
ANNE CHEATHAM, 7 Woodmere 
Drive, Paris, Illinoi 61944 and 
JEANNETTE ANNIS, 712 East 
Wood, Apt. A, Paris, Illinois 61944, 

whose attorney is E. Robert 
Anderson of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main Street, 
P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 61944.
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before June 17, 
2019, and any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the Executor and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.
Notice is also given to JEFF 
WILLIAMS and JEANNETTE 
ANDERSON DUFFY and any 
UNKNOWN HEIRS of FRIEDA 
MARTIN, whose addresses are 
unknown, of the death of FRIEDA 
MARTIN.  An order was entered 
by the Court on December 
6, 2019, admitting the Will of 
FRIEDA MARTIN, dated August 15, 
2018, to probate and appointing 
CAROLE ANNE CHEATHAM 
and JEANNETTE ANNIS, as 
Independent Co-Executors.  
Within forty-two days after the 
date of the original order of admit-
ting the Will to probate any heir or 
legatee may file a petition with the 
Court to require proof of the Will 
by testimony of the witnesses to 
the Will in open Court or other evi-
dence, as provided in Section 6-21 
of the Probate Act.  You also have 
the right under Section 8-1 of the 
Probate Act to contest the validity 
of the Will by filing a petition with 
the Court within six months after 
admission of the Will to probate. 
Carole Anne Cheatham and 
Jeannette Annis
Independent Co-Executors
Anderson Law Offices
ARDC #6190439
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
kalaw@frontier.com 
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,
vs.
THE HEIRS AND LEGATEES AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE DEVERS, 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
and UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.
No. 2018-MR-86

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 
AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS
Notice is hereby given to THE 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES  AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE  DEVERS,  
DECEASED,  ILLINOIS  HOUSING  
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY that  
a  Complaint  has  been  filed in  
the  above  entitled  cause  on  
December  11,  2018 requesting 
abatement of nuisance, demoli-
tion of unsafe buildings, and other 
relief.
(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. (ii) The Court in which 
said action was brought is identi-
fied above.
(iii)     The name of the title holder 
of record is THE HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES  AT LAW OF KAREN 
SUE DEVERS, DECEASED .
(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:
A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the City 
of Paris described as beginning at 
a point on the North line of Union 
Street in said City 1055 feet 4 
inches West of the East line of 
Section 1 in Township  13 North  
and  in Range  12 West  of the 2”d 
P.M., thence West 50 feet, thence 
North to the South line of the right 
of way of the C.C.C. & St. L.R.R. 
Co.,  thence Northeasterly along 
said line to a point due North  
of the beginning  point, thence 
South to the place of beginning.
PREIN:  09-18-01-228-004
(v)   Common address of subject 
real estate is: 331 East Union 
Street, Paris, IL.
THE   HEIRS   AND   LEGATEES   AT  
LAW  OF   KAREN SUE   DEVERS. 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  
are served by publication  of 
this  Notice.  Unless  THE HEIRS  
AND LEGATEES   AT   LAW   
OF   KAREN   SUE   DEVERS, 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS  HOUSING  
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN  OWNERS  and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  file 
an answer to the Complaint  in 
this case or otherwise make an 
appearance in this case on or 
before January 18, 2019, a default 
judgment may be entered  against  
such  THE  HEIRS AND  LEGATEES   
AT  LAW  OF  KAREN  SUE DEVERS,  
DECEASED, ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  at any 
time after that day in accordance 
with the remedies requested in 
the complaint.
ANGELA R. BARRETT
CIRCUIT CLERK
FRUIN &KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,
vs.
DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER, 
JOSEPH E. MEYER & ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.
No. 2018-MR-87

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 
AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to DENNIS 
MICHAEL GARNER  and JOSEPH 
E. MEYER & ASSOCIATES that 
a Complaint has been filed in 
the above entitled cause on 
December 11, 2018 requesting 
abatement of nuisance, demoli-
tion of unsafe buildings, and other 
relief. 
(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.
(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.
(iii) The name of the title holder 
of record is DENNIS MICHAEL  
GARNER.
(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:
Lot No. 103 in W. S. O’Hair’s  
Addition to the City of Paris
PREIN:09-lS-12-252-002
(v)  Common address of subject 
real estate is: 304 East Van Buren 
Street, Paris, IL.

DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER,  
JOSEPH E. MEYER  & ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  are 
served by publication of this 
Notice. Unless DENNIS MICHAEL  
GARNER, JOSEPH E. MEYER  
& ASSOCIATES, UNKNOWN  
OWNERS and NONRECORD  
CLAIMANTS file  an answer to 
the Complaint in this case or 
otherwise make an appearance 
in this case on or before January 
18, 2019, a default judgment may 
be entered against such DENNIS 
MICHAEL GARNER, JOSEPH 
E. MEYER & ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and  
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
at  any  time  after  that  day  in  
accordance  with  the remedies 
requested in the Complaint. 
FRUIN&KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on December 11, 2018 a certifi-
cate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:
HORNBROOK WELDING
Located at 1707 S. Jefferson, 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Larry Hornbrook and 
Margaret Hornbrook
Dated: December 11, 2018
August H. Gfiffin
Edgar County Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that on 
December 11, 2018 Patricia R. 
Logan, Robison & Assoc., 1335 
Redstone Drive, Avon, IN 46123 
filed an application with the 
Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, Office of Oil and Gas 
Management to amend Permit 
#203888 for the T. Baber #1-W 
saltwater disposal well located 
at 550’ south and 630’ east of 
the NW corner of the NW 1/4 
of the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of 
Section 9, Township 13N Range 
13W, Edgar County, IL.  Disposal 
will be into the Osage formation 
600’-700’.  The proposed amend-
ment requests a change in the 
disposal interval from 650’-700’ 
to 600’-700’ and an increase in 
the maximum allowed injection 
pressure from 200 to 549 PSI.
The public has 15 days from the 
date of publication of this notice 
to comment on this application.  
Comments must be submitted 
in writing to the Office of Oil and 
Gas Management, One Natural 
Resources Way, Springfield, 
IL 62702-1271. Telephone 
#217-782-7756.

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on December 7, 2018 a certificate 
was file din the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:
JOSEPH SCHMITT & STEPHANIE 
SCHMITT d/b/a SCHMITT 
FAMILY TREE FARM
Located at: 15010 E 700th Rd, 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Joseph H. Schmitt & 
Stephanie A. Schmitt
Dated: December 7, 2018
August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk
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Donations keep pouring in

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Choices Pregnancy and Health Center received a $500 grant 
from the Paris Elks this week. Pictured, from left, are Elks mem-
ber Chad Stevens, Choices representative Donna Brinkley and 
Elks members Brandy Osborne and Jerry McDaniel.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Do-It of Edgar County received a $500 grant from the Paris Elks 
this week. Pictured, from left, are Elks member Chad Stevens, 
Danny Eveland of Do-It and Elks members Brandy Osborne and 
Jerry McDaniel.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Faith in Action of Edgar County received a $500 grant from the 
Paris Elks this week. Pictured, from left, are Elks member Chad 
Stevens, FIA director Linda Cearlock and Elks members Brandy 
Osborne and Jerry McDaniel.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Laker Stadium Committee received a $750 grant from the 
Paris Elks this week. Pictured, from left, are Elks member Chad 
Stevens, Laker Stadium representative Harry Hughes and Elks 
members Brandy Osborne and Jerry McDaniel.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Paris American Legion Auxiliary received a $750 grant from 
the Paris Elks this week. Pictured, from left, are Diane Boyer, 
Elks member Chad Stevens, auxiliary president Becky Morris 
and Elks members Brandy Osborne and Jerry McDaniel.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Salvation Army received a $500 grant from the Paris Elks 
this week. Pictured, from left, are Elks member Chad Stevens, 
Salvation Army representative Jim Cooper and Elks members 
Brandy Osborne and Jerry McDaniel.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Paris Legion Commander Jim Robison, left, made a suprrise 
presentation of a $1,000 check to the post’s auxiliary this week. 
Accepting are president Becky Morris and member Jane Thomey.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Paris VFW Auxiliary presented several checks this past week to local groups supporting com-
munity projects and activities. Christmas for Kids representative Debbie Ford, center, accepts the 
check from VFW Auxiliary president Mary Thomas. The local volunteer group delivered Christmas 
gifts this week to nearly 600 Edgar County children.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

In addition to a check in support of Christmas for Kids, members of the Paris VFW Auxiliary brought toys and personal items to 
this week’s meeting to donate to the charity.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Paris Community Nurse Charlotte Smith was presented a check by the VFW Auxiliary president 
Mary Thomas. Pictured are auxiliary members Delores Warmouth, Freida Hixson, Gayle Dailey, Vi-
ola Hunter, Billie Thomas, Judy Benton, Kathy Chriss and Mary Ann McClarey. The money is raised 
by auxiliary activities thoughout the year, including meals and special events.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Faith in Action in Edgar County director Linda Cearlock accepts a check from the VFW Auxilia-
ry president Mary Thomas. Faith in Action of Edgar County supports residents in a variety of 
activities including building accessibility ramps, driving persons to medical appointments and 
checking in on those who live alone.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Compassionate Food Ministry treasurer Gladys Frost was presented a check by the VFW Auxilia-
ry president Mary Thomas this week. Pictured are auxiliary members Delores Warmouth, Freida 
Hixson, Gayle Dailey, Viola Hunter, Billie Thomas, Judy Benton, Kathy Chriss and Mary Ann McClar-
ey. The pantry provides food for local families who are food insecure. 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Shop with a Cop representatives Detective Travis Vice and Melissa Garner accept a check by the 
VFW Auxiliary president Mary Thomas. Pictured are auxiliary members Delores Warmouth, Freida 
Hixson, Gayle Dailey, Viola Hunter, Billie Thomas, Judy Benton, Kathy Chriss and Mary Ann McClar-
ey. Shop with a Cop is underway today at the Paris Wal-Mart.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Edgar County 4-H Federation representative Isaiah Mood was presented a check by the VFW 
Auxiliary president Mary Thomas. Pictured are 4-H members Titus and Abigail Mood and auxiliary 
members Delores Warmouth, Freida Hixson, Gayle Dailey, Viola Hunter, Billie Thomas, Judy Benton, 
Kathy Chriss and Mary Ann McClarey. The money is raised by auxiliary activities thoughout the 
year, including meals and special events.
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